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One of Laurie Patterson’s favorite tasks as an associate professor of computer science at UNCW is working with non-
majors. For her, helping a student outside the computer science program learn the value of computers is part of what
makes her job so rewarding. But as chair of the computer science department, her students are typically well-versed in
technology.

“I teach an introductory course to the information technology major,” Patterson said. “It's scary because some of these
students come in with an amazing amount of tech knowledge already. They definitely keep me on my toes!”

Patterson grew up with seven siblings in a small town in southwestern Minnesota. She attended the University of
Minnesota, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in biology. For a while she pursued her love of animals and worked for the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. But she eventually went back to school to earn her master’s degree in education in training
and development using technology.

“My focus in biology was freshwater fish,” Patterson explained. “And here | am now on the coastline knowing very little at all
about marine life.”

After moving to North Carolina, Patterson pursued her doctorate at Florida-based Nova Southeastern University. The
program allowed her to work remotely while traveling to Virginia, Florida and Arizona to attend face-to-face classes. She
earned her doctorate in education in 2005.

Patterson’s love for tech uniquely informs her profession. In her position at UNCW, she oversees the computer science
program as it develops ideas from concept to implementation. It gives her the perfect excuse to explore a variety of new
technologies and think up ways that it can be used.

“m an information technologist,” Patterson explained. “| look at how technology is used. New technology brings new uses
and new issues. It constantly changes.”

For Patterson, maintaining her sanity involves an early morning run. If she’s not tinkering with some new technology, she is
at home repairing and updating her house or out exploring new Wilmington restaurants with her friends and family.

Patterson’s plans for the future involve even more development and program expansion. She’s excited about the new M.S.
in Data Science degree, which will be offered for the first time in fall 2017. UNCW'’s computer science and mathematics and
statistics departments created the program with feedback from the business community. Developing academic programs
that address regional business needs is part of UNCW'’s Strategic Plan (https://wayback.archive-
it.org/18777/20220511132001/https://uncw.edu/strategicplan/index.html). But digital science can also be used in creative
fields, and UNCW is exploring options there, as well.

“We've got a new digital arts major in collaboration with art and art history in the works,” Patterson said. “I'm hoping it
becomes approved soon and we can really start planning for it.”

- Kamerin Roth

#CAS

The UNCW family is thousands of people strong, but it takes individuals to make UNCW unique. WE ARE UNCW features the people — the faculty,
staff, students, alumni and friends of the university — who make UNCW shine on campus and in the community. Read more here
(/18777/20220511132001/https://uncw.edu/weareuncw/index.html).
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