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EDN 203 – PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF TEACHING 

Course Description and Conceptual Framework

    This course is designed to teach students various aspects of the psychological foundations of teaching and learning and to focus on key components of the Watson School of Education (WSE) conceptual framework.  

    The WSE develops highly competent professionals to serve in educational leadership roles.  All educators must use data for decisions, reflect upon their practice, exemplify their commitment to professional standards, implement appropriate communication strategies, and strive to meet the needs of all learners.  Assignments in this course will assist you in your preparation as a competent professional and leader.  

    Particular emphasis in this course is placed on principles that influence learning in schools and their applications to teaching.  Key topics include cognitive and behavioral models of learning, motivation, student learning skills, fundamental teaching strategies and skills, individual difference variables, and conditions within classrooms that influence learning.  Class activities will include lecture and both large and small group discussions.

Specific Course Objectives

1. Identify the essential components of the principles of human learning.

2. Generate descriptions of classroom environments and organizational practices that are designed to enhance classroom management and maximize students’ learning.
3. Demonstrate strategies for enhancing motivation of learners.
4. Generate tactics to enhance learning based on individual differences among learners.

5. Classify original examples and non-examples of major course concepts.

6. Generate critiques of questionable educational practices by applying relevant psychological principles and concepts

7. Generate psychologically-based solutions to hypothetical classroom situations.

8. Demonstrate understanding and use of technology.
Ethical Considerations & Watson School of Education Professional Standards
The Student Code of Life and Watson School of Education (WSE) webpage should be read and understood.  Students are minimally expected to adhere to the Undergraduate Academic Honor Code and WSE Professional Standards of Conduct.  Student responsibilities in the area of honesty include, but are not limited to, avoidance of cheating, plagiarism, and improper or illegal use of technology.  All work should meet University-level standards.  The use of the services of a tutor or the Learning Center is encouraged.
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