University of North Carolina at Wilmington
Watson School of Education
SED 356

Severe Disabilities

FALL 2011
Instructor: Dr. Linda Mechling

Office: EB 211
                   Email: mechlingl@uncw.edu

                        Phone: 962-7736 (O)

Meeting Dates: M 5-6:45pm
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                        8:15; W: 9:00-9:30; 10:45-11:15; 3:30-5:30; 7:15-7:45




Course Description:

This course studies the etiology, definitions, characteristics and programming needs of persons with moderate, severe, and profound intellectual disabilities, low functioning autism, and multiple disabilities.   Emphasis is placed on current approaches to treatment and education of persons with severe disabilities in a variety of settings and across the life span.  Students will be expected to develop a basic knowledge of the various aspects of severe disabilities and use that knowledge to make informed decisions about appropriate practices in the education of this population.  Co-requisite SEDL 356. 

Conceptual Framework:


This course will emphasize the Watson School of Education conceptual framework which strives to develop highly competent professionals to serve in educational leadership roles through the application of data driven decision making and reflective practice.  Emphasis will further be placed on developing teachers knowledgeable in content and pedagogy and competent in the application of assistive technology as they apply to students with a range of abilities. 
Texts:

Orelove, F. P., Sobsey, D., & Silberman, R. K. (2004).  Educating Children with Multiple Disabilities: A Collaborative Approach (4th ed.).  Baltimore, MD: Brookes.

Westling, D. L., & Fox, L. (2009). Teaching Students with Severe Disabilities (4th ed.).
 Upper  Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall
Note:  Westling and Fox text will be used in SED 356, SED 365, SED 366, and SED 367
Course Packet.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1.  Analyze the programming needs for students K-transition 
2.  Conduct health care interventions 

3.  Demonstrate an understanding of infectious disease and control

4.  Demonstrate an understanding of sensory impairments and implement sensory intervention and sensory diet programs 

5.  Provide interventions using multi-sensory environments 
6. Assess and implement feeding programs

7.  Assess and implement strategies for teaching self-care

8.  Assess and implement strategies for the use of assistive technology 
9.  Adapt physical environments and provide accessibility for students 
10.  Apply knowledge of physical positioning, mobility, transfers, lifting, and seating 
11.  Demonstrate an understanding of the range of service delivery models and the roles of Occupational and Physical Therapists 
12. Develop positive behavioral support plans based on reinforcement preference testing and behavioral assessment procedures 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND ACTIVITIES

     Methods and activities for SED 356 are an integral part of the co-requisite lab placement, SEDL 356. Lectures, activities, and implementation of activities within the lab placement are designed to provide you with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to teach diverse students with varying needs and abilities to learn.

 Course Requirements

                                                                                                 Point Value:

1. Reinforcement Preference Testing                             20
2. Activity and AT Matrix*


                  30
3. Self-Care Task Analysis (2 @ 10)

      20
4. Environmental Cueing or Structured Task
      25 

5. Procedural Notebook                                                  25

      4.         Midterm Exam

                                          50 
      5.         Final Exam                                                                  50                 

      6.        Attendance and Participation


        20
 
                                                     Total Possible

     240
      * Product should be included in Task Stream Portfolio 
      (See attached grading rubrics for all requirements)
Bonus Points/Extra Credit
Guided readings of text material will provide opportunities for weekly bonus points.  Students will be called upon during class lectures to respond to questions from the guided readings.  Correct and thorough responses will result in extra credit points being added to student’s final point total.

Grading Scale
A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F = 50-59%

Description of Assignments

Reinforcement Preference Testing

     Select one student within the lab placement and conduct a reinforcement preference test based on course lecture materials.  Students will write a report and implement the reinforcement findings during a 1:1 instructional program conducted for SEDL 356 course requirement.  The report will include:

a) description of the student

b) testing procedure

c) data collected during testing

d) summary of results

e) recommended applications

Additional credit will be assigned for SEDL 356 assignment

Activity Matrix and Assistive Technology. 

     Select one student within the lab placement and based upon the student’s IEP objectives and consultation with Physical and Occupational Therapists, you will embed objectives across instructional routines for a six hour school day for basic developmental skills (gross motor and fine motor skills).  Assess the physical ability and single switch use of the student and develop a plan to embed the use of AT (single switch) across instructional routines for a six hour day.  Final product will consist of a visual matrix describing the daily plan for embedding objectives and single switch use.

Self-Care Task Analysis


Students will write the steps for one dressing and one grooming skill for a student with severe disabilities. 
Environmental Cueing System 


Students will develop a cueing system appropriate for a student within their lab 

placement.  The system may be based on auditory or visual needs of the student and 

            can be developed to address any instructional domain.     Students will present the structured activity in class.  The activity will be donated to the field placement teacher and student for which it was designed. Students should therefore consider constructing a second set for their future use.   
        or

Visually Structured Task

     Students will construct a structured activity following lecture guidelines.  The structured activity should be designed for a student in the field placement. A brief write up should accompany the material which includes: 

a) student description

b) target skill

c) explanation of the structured activity (how it is used by the student)

d) rationale for design of the activity

     Students will present the structured activity in class.  The activity will be donated to the field placement teacher and student for which it was designed. Students should therefore consider constructing a second set for their future use.  See instructor for reference materials.

Procedural Notebook

     Students will complete a cumulative notebook across 3 semesters in the following courses SED 356, SED 364, SED 365, SED 366, SED 367.  Notebook entries will be based on the field and lab placements corresponding to each course.  Entries will include:

a) number of students

b) daily/weekly schedule

c) grouping for each activity of the schedule

d) classroom management including

a. reinforcement system

b. environmental cueing
c. transitioning
e) physical structure of the classroom (diagram)
f) 5 entries for bulletin board ideas

g) 5entries for snack ideas that are theme related

h) 5 entries for “art” or sensory motor activities

i) Description of circle time/group meeting/morning meeting to include:

a. Activities/skills addressed during this time (i.e., calendar skills, attendance)

b. Visual cuing used for each activity/skill

(photographs may assist with the descriptions for f, g, h, i)
j) brief reflection comparing previous entries to current placement

Midterm and Final Exam

Examinations will include short answer, multiple choice, and application questions.

Attendance and Participation

As future educators you are held to a high standard of professional behavior. What you are learning now is important to your future and the future of the many children you will teach. The expectation of this course is that you will be an active participant in every class.

Attendance and punctuality will be monitored at the beginning of class each day.  To earn the 20 points for attendance and participation, only one class may be missed and all assignments must be completed by the due date.  Five (5) points will be deducted for each class missed. Please obtain class notes from a classmate when absent. 
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS
(The instructor reserves the right to modify this schedule based upon the needs of the class)
DATE      TOPICS                                              READINGS DUE      ASSIGNMENTS
M 8/29     Course Overview                                        Westling, Ch. 1
morning  Person First Language

                 Genetics

                 Syndromes

M 8/29      continued

evening

W 31        Syndromes continued                                   Orelove, Ch. 8; Ch 9 pp 390-399

morning   Pre-natal Influences on Disabilities             Westling, Ch. 1, 14

M 9/5       Labor Day Holiday

W 9/7      Health Care Needs                                       Westling, Ch. 14

morning

M 9/12    Simulation Lab UNCW 

                School of Nursing                                        Westling, Ch. 14

Begin lab placements

M 9/19     Characteristics of Profound Disabilities         Orelove, Ch. 2
                 Person-Centered/Family-Centered Planning  Westling, Ch. 4, Ch 5 pp 117-128
                 Functional/Age Appropriate Skills                    
                 Basic Developmental Skills

                 Levels of State & Arousal

M 9/26   Individualized, systematic instruction

                 Activity Based Instruction                              Orelove, Ch. 1, 5 Ch 3 pp 81-91
                 Partial Participation                                        Westling Ch. 3
                 Instructional Adaptations

                 Service Delivery 

M 10/3   Reinforcement Preference Testing           

                Teaching Early Cognitive Skills                       Westling pp 179-182, 209
                  Non-verbal imitation

                  Receptive Language
M 10/10  Fall Break

M  10/17   Midterm Exam
M 10/24    Autism Spectrum Disorder                     Westling, Ch 1 pp 11-12

M 10/31    Structured Teaching/Environmental Cues

M 11/7    Sensory-Motor Skills
                           Orelove, Ch. 6 pp193-210                                                                                                                          
                 Sensory Defensiveness                                     Westling Ch. 1 pp 17-21     

                 Sensory Diet   






AT Matrix
                 Motor Development                                          Orelove, Ch.6 pp 210-247   


       TBI

                                           Orelove, Ch 8 pp 356-358                          
       Cerebral Palsy                                                                                           

M 11/14 Physical Management                                       Orelove, Ch. 7 pp 267-306



Handling                                                    Westling Ch. 13
                        Positioning                                                                            Reinforcement









          Preference 









          Testing
M 11/21    Fine Motor                                                           Westling, Ch. 19                                       

  Assistive Technology  

M 11/28    Self-Care



                    Orelove, Ch. 12

                    Mealtime                                                         Westling, Ch. 15 pp 388-399                                                          

                    Feeding       




Self-care task analysis                

                    Toileting 

M 12/5  Self-Care
       



        Orelove, Ch. 13
                            


         Dressing
 
     
                                Westling, Ch. 15 pp 399-414
M 12/12    Final Exam  7-10pm                                Interventions (SEDL 356)






          Instructional Programs (SEDL 356)







          Procedural Notebook                   

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Writing expectations

Organization, clarity, punctuation, spelling, grammar, and neatness are very important in any type of professional writing, and adequate performance in all of these areas is expected in the written products required for this course.

All written assignments should be word processed and stapled.

Grading rubrics should be submitted with all assignments.

Confidentiality 

All identifying names and information should be omitted from written work and 

discussions.

Due Dates

All readings should be completed by the date listed on the schedule.  Assignments are due on the indicated date at the beginning of class, and those submitted late (after the start of class on the due date) will be penalized 10% per day.  Absolutely no papers will be accepted after the last day of class.

Technology

Laptop computers, PDAs and other electronic devices may be used during class for note taking purposes only.


Cell phones, smart phones, and other electronic communication devices should be used only for emergencies during class time and students should leave the classroom during their use (this includes text messaging). 

Undergraduate Academic Honor Code

Students are expected to adhere to the Honor Code as described in the UNCW StudentHandbook and Code of Student Life.  Violation of the Honor Code may result in a failing grade in the course. 
Standards of Professional Conduct
“All students associated with the WSE, prior to and after admission to the school, must accept the responsibility for adhering to high ethical standards, as they make a commitment to serve pupils, schools, and their profession”, as outlined in the WSE Standards of Professional Conduct.  These standards incorporate: 
· Code of Ethics for North Carolina Educators
· Code of Professional Practice and Conduct for North Carolina Educators

· WSE professional expectations outlined in the Performance Evaluation

      Scale
· UNCW Code of Student Life
Disability Accommodation
If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations.  Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to me so that I can implement these accommodations.

TaskStream Requirement

Beginning with the fall 2005 semester, The Watson School of Education requires that all education majors enrolled in methods courses maintain an active account on TaskStream, a web-based curriculum builder and portfolio toolset.  You are asked to maintain that account for the duration of your program with the Watson School of Education (www.taskstream.com). Students in these courses will use TaskStream to maintain a Professional Development Portfolio.  This portfolio includes evidence of your work to demonstrate progress toward meeting exit requirements and professional standards.  Your instructor will advise you on how to obtain this account. 
University Policy for Violence and Harassment

UNCW practices a zero-tolerance policy for violence and harassment of any kind.  For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273, Campus Police at 962-3184, or Wilmington Police at 911.  For University or community resources visit http://uncw/wrc/crisis.htm

Guided Reading Questions for SED 356

September 7
1. List the major procedures for infection control

2. Why is it especially import for special education teachers to have CPR training?

3. Describe causes of skin care conditions in persons with disabilities.

4. What are some of the causes of seizure disorders?

5. What is the most common epileptic convulsion? Describe what you would expect to see. 

6. Describe what is meant by an absence seizure.

7. Describe procedures for care during a seizure

8. When is it necessary to call for medical help?

9. What is the difference between a gastrostomy and nasogastric tube?

10. What are the three methods of feeding through a G-tube?

11. Define: colostomy, ileostomy

12. What is a tracheostomy?  Describe the care of the tracheostomy.

13. Medications are commonly prescribed for persons with disabilities, be familiar with those listed in Table 9.1 (Orelove).  Describe the use of the most common: Dilantin, Baclofen, Zantac, Amoxil.

14. What are the “five Rs” in administering medications?

September 19
1. Define “family” and list persons who may be considered family members

2. Describe possible parent reactions to having a child with a disability

a. When might these reactions “resurface”

3. List possible reasons for parent non-involvement in school programs

4. It is your first meeting with a new student’s parents, develop a 5-7 point “checklist” of what you would like to say/ask the parents during the meeting.
5. Define person centered planning

September 26
1. List persons involved in collaborative teams

2. Define rolls of:

a. Physical therapist

b. Occupational therapist

c. Speech and language pathologist

3. Describe difference between: multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary team models
4. What is meant by embedding skills throughout the day?

5.  List 5 ways for adapting instruction

October 3
1. Define positive reinforcement and provide an example

2. Explain FR:1, FR:3

3. Explain VR:5

4. Define satiation of reinforcement and why it might occur

5. List some recommendations when using reinforcers

6. Describe prize or token board

7. Explain the purpose of the prize or token board

8. Explain how the prize or token system progresses 

October 24
1. describe predominant characteristics of autism

2. describe other characteristics of autism

3. are persons with autism stronger auditory or visual learners?

4. what is echolalia?

5. describe the communication characteristics of persons with autism

6. Define sensory stimulation

7. List and define the 6 sensory systems

8. Describe difficulties faced in each of the 6 sensory systems

9. Define tactile defensiveness
1. Be prepared to discuss the terms in Table 6.4

2. Discuss the special issue of primitive reflexes 

3. Be prepared to discuss the reflexes in Table 6.5

4. Define cephalo-caudal

5. Define proximal distal

6. Define muscle tone

7. Define atypical muscle tone

8. List and define the types of muscle tone

9. List and define areas of involvement for atypical muscle tone

10. Define secondary physical (motor) disabilities

October 31 None
November 7 None

November 14

1. Define “key points of control”

2. Describe proper positioning of:

a. Pelvis and hips

b. Trunk

c. Head

d. Lower extremities

e. Arms 

3. Define weight bearing

4. Describe how to facilitate hand opening

5. Be prepared to facilitate:

a. Prone to supine

b. Supine to prone

c. Prone to sitting

6. Define and demonstrate floor-sitting positions

7. What are the purposes of adaptive equipment and proper positioning?

8. Describe different types of physical transfers

November 21
1. What is meant by assistive technology?

2. What are some categories of assistive technology?

3. Why is it important to involve families in decisions about AT devices?

November 28
1. Describe the necessary procedures for conducting meaningful self-care assessments

2. Describe the following instructional procedures as they relate to teaching wiping mouth:

a. Task analysis

b. Levels of prompts

c. Visual prompts

d. Graduated guidance

e. Shaping

f. Total task

g. System of least prompts

h. Time delay

i. Generalization

3. Why is proper positioning important during feeding?

4. Describe proper positioning during feeding

5. What adaptations can be made to food to help prevent aspiration?

6. Discuss each of the following as they relate to eating and drinking

a. Lip closure; tonic bite reflex; tongue thrust

7. Describe difference in hyposensitivity and hypersensitivity as they relate to eating and treatment options for each

8. Describe a cup and spoon adaptation

9. Why may it be necessary to use tube feeding with a student?

10. Describe food types that are appropriate for students learner to self-feed

11. Be prepared to teach eating with a spoon using backward chaining and forward chaining

12. Describe methods for introducing new foods into a students restricted diet
1. Describe a method of assessment for toileting performance

2. Describe recording of toilet training procedures

3. Describe traditional toilet training methods

4. What are the +- to wearing diapers during toilet training

5. What is different about “rapid” toilet training compared to traditional method? 

6. How would you assist a child with autism who is afraid of the bathroom?

7. How are alarms used for daytime toilet training?

December 5
1. What is the best position for a student when learning dressing skills and why?

2. Describe the simplest type of button and zipper for teaching beginning skills

3. What is an alternative solution for difficult fasteners? 

4. Describe the following instructional procedures as they relate to teaching removing shoes:

a. Task analysis

b. Levels of prompts

c. Graduated guidance

d. Shaping

e. Total task

f. System of least prompts

g. Time delay

h. Generalization

5. Which is generally easier to teach, undressing or dressing?

SED 356 Reinforcement Preference Test
	Description of Student
	Level and needs of student are clearly described

(2 points)
	Levels or needs of student described
(1.5 points)
	Omitted 
(0 points)
	Points received

	Testing procedure
	Setting, presentation of items, and procedures follow recommended practices

(5 points)
	Adaptations of procedures required

(3.5 points)
	Procedures do not follow recommended practices

(0 points)
	

	Data 
	Data adequately collected

(5 points)
	Additional data required

(3.5 points)
	Data missing

(0 points)
	

	Summary of results
	Clear summary of data and results
(3 points)
	Data is repeated but not summarized
(2.5 points)
	No summary is provided

(0 points)
	

	Recommendation
	Recommendation includes ranking of reinforcers, selection of appropriate materials, and description of their use

(5 points)
	Reinforcers are indentified and ranked

(3.5 points)
	Reinforcers are listed but not ranked.  No description of their use

(0 points)
	


Name____________________________________________________Points_______/20
SED 356 Activity Matrix and Assistive Technology Rubric

	Description of student
	Level and needs of students are clearly described

(2 points)
	Levels or needs of students described

(1.5 points)
	Omitted

(0 points)
	Points received

	Assessment
	Comprehensive assessment of student’s physical ability to use single switch. Recommendation for position, type of switch

(5 points)
	Assessment is incomplete, required further evaluation of student’s ability

 (3.5 points)
	Physical ability and switch analysis not provided

 (0 points)
	

	Description of IEP objectives

(Fine motor, Gross Motor)
	Comprehensive coverage of objectives 

(5 points)
	Coverage of objectives

(3.5 points)
	Objectives not completely covered

(0 points)
	

	Activity Matrix
	Matrix imbeds switch access into appropriate activities across the day

     (5 points)
	Activities  not completely addressed

   (3.5points)
	Matrix lacks necessary components

(0 points)
	

	Activity Matrix
	Matrix includes all objectives; imbeds objectives into appropriate activities

     (10 points)
	Activities or objectives not completely addressed

(7 points)
	Matrix lacks necessary components

(0 points)
	

	Visual representation of Matrix
	Clear presentation of activities and AT within matrix

(3 points)
	Design needs further adaptation

(2.5 points)
	Matrix is difficult to follow

(0 points)
	


Name__________________________________________________Points_________/30

SED 356 Self-Care Task Analysis Rubric
	Number of steps
	Number & type of steps are adequate to teach the task

(2.5 pts)
	2-3 steps are omitted

(1 pt)
	Numerous (4 or more) steps are omitted

(0 pts)

	Order of steps
	Steps are presented in the correct order

(2.5 pts)
	2-3 steps are written out of sequence

(1 pt)
	Numerous (4 or more) steps are written out of sequence

(0 pts)

	Description of steps
	Steps are behavioral and measureable

(5 pts)
	50% of the steps are written in behavioral and measureable terms

(3 pts)
	Less than 50% of the steps are written in behavioral and measureable terms

(0 pts)


Environmental Cueing System Rubric

	Student description
	Level and needs of students is clearly described

(2 point)
	Level or needs of students described

(1 point)
	Omitted 

(0 points)
	
	

	Instructional objective
	Behavior, conditions, criteria are written clearly and measurably

(2 points)
	Two of the three (behavior, condition, criteria) are apparent

(1 point)
	Objective is unclear

(0 points)
	
	

	Domain/activity/skill
	Skill is written clearly and measurably

(2 points)
	Measurability is not apparent

(1 point)
	Skill is not described

(0 points)
	
	

	Rational (use of the cueing system)
	Described clearly

(2 point)
	Described

(1 points)
	Omitted

(0 points)
	
	

	Cueing system material 
	Appropriate for the task with appropriate adaptations. Application is clearly defined

Includes detailed information regarding how the materials will be used

(5 points)
	Description included but without clear application

(3 point)
	Omitted

(0 points)
	
	

	Construction of cueing system
	Sturdy construction.  Appropriate materials used for the student

(5 points)
	Appropriate materials but needs further development

(3 point)
	Will not support the task

         (0 points)
	
	

	Description of next level of instruction
	Description of what will be taught and how it will be taught (including the environmental cueing system)

(5 points)
	2 of three items are present

(3 point)
	0-2 items present

        (0 points)
	
	

	Clarity and professional quality
	 (2 points)
	(1 points)


	(0 points)
	
	


Name__________________________________________Points __________________

Visually Structured Task Rubric

	
	
	
	
	Points Received

	Student description
	Level and needs of student are clearly described

(2 points)
	Level or needs of students described

(1.5 points)
	Omitted 

(0 points)
	

	Skill 
	Skill is written clearly and measurably

(2 points)
	Measurability is not apparent

(1.5 points)
	Skill is not described

(0 points)
	

	Structured activity
	Activity is appropriate for the skill and student.  Activity is clearly described and contains critical elements of visual structure.

(10 points)
	Activity is appropriate for the skill and student.  Activity contains some of the critical elements of visual structure and how the activity will be used

(7 points)
	Strategy lacks appropriateness for teaching the skill and

lacks detail to sufficiently replicate the procedure

(0 points)
	

	Rationale for design of activity
	Appropriate for the skill.  Includes thorough explanation of why the task was chosen, how it will meet the needs of the student, and what will occur next in the sequence.

(5 points)
	Appropriate for the skill.  Includes some explanation of why it was chosen, but needs further reflection for subsequent steps

(3.5 points)
	Lacks rationalization for use of the structured task.

(0 points)
	

	Durability/construction
	Material will withstand normal student use. Material contains critical elements for visual structure

5 points
	Construction needs further attention

3.5 points
	Construction lacks needed attention to be used by student

0 points
	

	Presentation to class
	Clear, visual presentation

1 point
	Verbal presentation without material

.5 points
	Did not present

0 points
	


SED 356 Procedural Notebook Rubric

	Daily/weekly schedule
	Daily schedule provided for complete week

(2 pts)
	Schedule omits detail for entire week

(1.5 pts)
	Schedule is incomplete and difficult to follow

(0 pts)
	Points Received

	Activity Grouping
	Where and with whom students are working is clearly described for large, small, individual and independent work times

(2 pts)
	Groupings are described.  Difficult to follow the entire daily plan

(1.5 pts)
	Description lacks detail concerning where students are working and who is responsible for their instruction

(0 pts)
	

	Classroom management
	Report clearly describes classroom management system including: reinforcement, environmental cueing, transitioning

(3 pts)
	Report describes classroom management including 2 or the 3 required items

(2 pts)
	Report lacks clear description of the systems in place to support student behaviors

(0 pts)
	

	Physical structure
	Map or diagram of classroom included and clearly defined

(2 pts)
	Included, but difficult to read

(1.5 pts)
	Omitted or lacks sufficient detail

(0 pts)
	

	Bulletin board
	5 ideas clearly provided

(3 pts)
	4 ideas clearly provided

(1.5 pts)
	Less than 4 ideas provided or ideas not clearly explained

(0 pts)
	

	Snack 
	5 ideas clearly provided

(3 pts)
	4 ideas clearly provided

(1.5 pts)
	Less than 4 ideas provided or ideas not clearly explained

(0 pts)
	

	Art/Sensory Motor
	5 ideas clearly provided

(3 pts)
	4 ideas clearly provided

(1.5pts)
	Less than 4 ideas provided or ideas not clearly explained

(0 pts)
	

	Circle time/group time/morning meeting
	All skills and visual examples provided

(3 pts)
	Skills and visual examples provided but lack clarity

(1.5 pts)
	Only skills or visual example provided

(0 pts)
	

	Reflection 
	Reflection compares/contrasts current and past placements.  Reflection includes +/- contrast and recommendation for student’s future classroom

(4pts)
	Reflection contrasts current and past placements, omits recommendations

(2 pts)
	Reflection describes current placement only

(0 pts)
	


Name____________________________________________Points Received_______/25

