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DATA COLLECTION

One of the major requirements for this class is to write a research paper in which you analyze an interpersonal communication theory or principle and draw some conclusions about it.  That is, you will need to use a set of interactions (a data set) to determine if a communication theory or principle works the way that it says it will or not.  Thus, you will need to create a data set of interpersonal interactions--some real life interactions or observations about some real life interactions–during the months of September and October.  You may use two methods to create your data set: email or journal entries.

Email Option
If you select the email option, you must maintain or develop an email relationship with someone.  It does not matter if this person is a stranger that you met in a chat room, blog, or facebook or someone that you are presently dating or related to.  The only requirements for this option are that you communicate with this person regularly (i.e., at least twice a week) and that you keep a record of all incoming and outgoing messages.  

Journal Option
If you select the journal option, you must keep a diary of your interactions with a significant other.  A significant other is someone that you share a close relationship with.  It may be a spouse, fiancé, boyfriend/girlfriend, son/daughter, parent, or same-sex/opposite-sex close friend; it may be someone that you live with or just someone that you interact with regularly.  The only requirements for this option are that you make regular journal entries (i.e., at least three times a week) and that those entries derive from actual interactions with your significant other.  That is, you must actually interact with your significant other, describe in detail what occurred, and record how you felt about that interaction.

Remember to maintain useful and readable records of your interactions.  You will be asked to turn in or reproduce some portions of your emails/journal entries.  
INTERPERSONAL  COMMUNICATION

RESEARCH  PAPER

One of the major requirements for this class is to write a research paper in which you analyze an interpersonal communication theory or principle and draw some conclusions about it.  That is, you will need to use a set of interactions (a data set) to determine if a communication theory or principle works the way that it says it will or not.  The paper must be 8-10 pages long and meet many of the same requirements as an ENG 102 research paper.  Meeting these requirements will account for 10% of your grade and are as follows:

· 
it must be double-spaced and typewritten

· 
it must contain a clear purpose statement and be well organized

· 
it should be grammatically correct and checked for proper spelling

· 
it should contain MLA or APA style referencing of sources within the text of the paper and a bibliography

In addition to the above requirements, your paper will be graded on the following three elements.


30% of your grade will be based on your ability to describe your interpersonal communication theory or principle.  The purpose of your paper should be to demonstrate whether or not interpersonal communication theories or principles work the way that they say they do in light of your data.  Therefore, in this section of your paper you should explain in some detail what your theory or principle is and how it is supposed to work according to published research on it.  It is anticipated that the bulk of your sources will be referenced in this section.  Although there is no limit on the number of sources that you may use, you must consult at least five sources.


30% of your grade will be based on your ability to analyze your data.  In this section of your paper you should describe your data set in some detail according to your interpersonal communication theory or principle.  That is, you need to describe your data set such that the reader knows whether or not you are focusing on all of your data or parts of it.  Then, describe whether or not your set of interactions prove or disprove your theory or principle .  A reference or two may be included in this section as well, but actual reproductions of your interactions would be more helpful.


30% of your grade will be based on your ability to describe what you learned from this research project.  In this section of your paper you should explain your thoughts and feelings about interpersonal communication theory versus real life interactions.  That is, talk about whether or not your assumptions about interpersonal communication were confirmed or disconfirmed and/or if you detected any holes or gaps in the theory or principle that you used.  This section need not contain any references since it is mostly your opinion of what occurred or should have occurred.

THE COMPLETED RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 3, 2005.   
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In doing the research paper for this interpersonal communication course, you will take an inductive approach.  That is, you will look at a data set, ask yourself “what’s going on here?” and determine if a communication theory or principle answers that question.  In order to accomplish this goal, you may want to consider the following guidelines and answer some of the following questions.

Guidelines to follow before you write:
· Read through your notes to familiarize yourself will all of the interpersonal communication theories/principles discussed over the course of the semester.

· Read through your entire data set at least three times to familiarize yourself with its contents. 

· Look for patterns or trends in your data–recurring events that you may or may not have expected to find.  Also look for complex interaction sequences–times in which you and your communication partner spent a lot of time talking about one topic.  The goal is not to look for something that your instructor will find relevant, but to discover communication events that you would like to describe or explain.  (If you are having trouble seeing anything, let another set of eyes review your data.)

· Consult your textbook for an interpersonal communication theory or principle that will help you explain or describe the communication phenomena that you observed in your data. 

· Begin to research that interpersonal communication theory/principle in the following journals:



Human Communication Research



Communication Monographs



Journal of Social and Personal Relations



Journal of Personality and Social Psychology

Questions to answer when you write:

· What is the purpose of your paper?

· What is your interpersonal communication theory/principle about?

· What are the important factors or variables that are related to your interpersonal communication theory/principle?

· How have other researchers studied your interpersonal communication theory/principle?  What factors or variables did they think were important?  What were the major conclusions from their studies?

· What does your data look like?  Accounts described in your journal or observations about interactions described in the journal?  The entire email relationship or specific email encounters?

· What specifically do you think was going on in your data set?

· How specifically does your data set match up with your interpersonal communication theory/principle?

· What are some examples of how the communication theory/principle worked from your data set?

· What can you conclude about your data set based on your communication theory/principle?  Did your theory/principle adequately explain or describe what you observed in your data set?  Why or why not?

· How do your conclusions compare with those of past researchers?

· What have you learned about interpersonal communication as a result of this project?

REMEMBER
· Only report things in the first two sections of your paper.  Reserve your opinions and evaluations for the final section.

Your grade does depend on how insightful you can be while completing this research project and how correctly you can apply communication theory and past research.  Therefore, you need to make a good faith effort to apply communication theory and past research and demonstrate that you have learned something about interpersonal communication from this process.  
