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NEGATIVITY IN INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION

GLS 592-003
One of the objectives of this course is to develop your abilities to critique interpersonal communication research conceptualizations and methodologies using the research skills that you learned in other classes.  You will select a chapter from your required text to analyze.  Then, you will be required to choose 3 quantitative research studies (i.e., a survey, experiment, content analysis–anything with numerical data and statistical analyses) related to your selected chapter.  The articles must be primary sources (i.e., an original research study reported in a scholarly communication journal–not a newspaper, magazine, or book summary of a survey finding).

Once selected, post a question on the ASK DR. K website inspired by ONE of your articles.  Use the POST A QUESTION tab at the top of the site and follow the instructions.  Afterward, prepare a written annotated abstract and a powerpoint presentation of that article according to the following guidelines.

Guidelines
· Photocopy the title pages and abstracts of each article and attach these copies to your written annotated abstract of your ASK DR. K inspired article.

· Prepare a 1-2 page annotated abstract of that article using the topic areas indicated below.

Theoretic rationale.  From what body of prior research or set of studies does the author draw his/her hypotheses or research questions?  Look for specific mentions of definitions, theories or frameworks that justify the author’s hypotheses/research questions in the introduction or “Literature Review” sections of the article.

Hypotheses or research questions.  Quote the hypotheses or research questions from the article.  They should appear just before the “Methods” section.  If the hypotheses or research questions are not stated explicitly in the article, try to figure out the author’s questions and put them in your own words.

Discussion.  Besides just summarizing the results, per se, what other points does the author raise in the “Discussion” section?  For example, what limitations does he/she acknowledge about the study?  Are there points at which we should be cautious in interpreting these findings?  Are the implications of the findings seriously considered?  What research needs to be done next?

Critique. This is YOUR SECTION.  Write a paragraph about how well your article supports or refutes the response to your post on the ASK DR. K website.  Focus on whether or not the article was well aligned with the response relative to how the theory worked or how well the variables related to each other.  OR, discuss the relationship between the response and the appropriateness of the questionnaire items or research findings for the concept being investigated.  State the reasons behind your evaluation as specifically and concretely as you can.
· You have 30 minutes for your presentation.
· On the day that your abstract is due, make your presentation interesting by using a popular culture text or ASK DR. K post to orient the class to your chapter.  This text could be a self help book, a relationship quiz, an advice column in a newspaper or magazine, a clip from a TV show or movie, etc.  Be certain to mention the communication features of your text described in your chapter.  During your presentation, define the interpersonal communication theory or framework (refer to your theoretical rationale) and the communication measures/questionnaires used to assess it (refer to the “Methods” section of your article).  Then, discuss the findings of your article (refer to the “Discussion” section).  Finally, evaluate how well your article supports or refutes the response to the question that you posted (refer to your critique).

· Turn in your abstract packet to me at the beginning of class on the day that your abstracts are due.  Also, prepare a ONE PAGE handout of your presentation to distribute to your classmates.  Bring enough presentation handouts to distribute to everyone or email it them the day before (GLS592003@uncw.edu).  Please place the bibliographic information of the articles on your handout using APA format.  Other members of your class may be interested in preparing a proposal on your topic, therefore sharing sources is highly encouraged.

· Your abstracts are worth 100 points.  

10 pts

Title pages of each article
10 pts

Handout of your presentation
20 pts

Quality of the oral presentation
40 pts

Annotated abstract packet—abstract and complete article
20 pts

Quality of the content of your presentation
PROPOSAL PRESENTATION

NEGATIVITY IN INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION

GLS 592-003

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to present to the class your proposed study and to get feedback of your conceptualizations and research design.  Specifically, you will need to 1) present the important concepts and theoretical foundation for your study, 2) briefly discuss the relevant literature, 3) state your research questions or hypotheses, and 4) discuss the method (i.e., data source and assessment tool) that you plan to use.  Even though your proposal will be a work in progress when you give your presentation, you should strive to address each area (i.e., conceptualization, literature review, research questions/hypotheses, and methods) as clearly and concisely as possible.

Guidelines

· You will have 30 minutes to present your proposal on your assigned speaking day (consult presentation order on reverse side).  Given that as many as six students could be speaking on your presentation day, it is imperative that you be courteous to your classmates and stay within your time limit.  Points will be deducted from your grade if you go over your time. 

· You MUST state the purpose of your proposal in terms of your major concepts.  Offer operational definitions of those major interpersonal communication concepts and the theoretical framework or approach that guides your research.  Be sure to indicate whether you are building on past research or going in a new direction.

· You MUST state your research questions/hypotheses within the framework of your theory or guiding principles.  That means, your research questions/hypotheses must indicate relationships that logically grow out of your theoretical framework.   Thus, a brief review of the literature that contextualizes your relationships may be helpful. 

· You MUST discuss the methodology that you will use to complete your investigation.  That is, at minimum, you should talk about the population that you will sample for your proposed study and the measures that will use.  If you plan on using a questionnaire, it may be a good idea to read a few of the items to the class.  If you plan on conducting an experiment, tell the class about your proposed protocol.  If you plan of conducting interviews, discuss the types of themes you looking for.  If you have not decided on or cannot locate appropriate measures, describe what you would like to use and how it would be administered.

· Finally, you MUST prepare and turn in a full sentence outline of your proposal and a bibliography of the sources that you plan to use.  Highlight the areas in which you want specific feedback with some sort of tag question in your presentation.  Again, your presentation should be polished even though your proposal is a work in progress.  Excessive use of tag questions signify a lack of preparation and will be graded as such.

You are free to use any audio/visual aid(s) and outside materials that you feel are necessary to help your classmates understand the concepts in your proposal.  Powerpoint will be available using Microsoft Word.

Your presentation will be graded in the following way

· 20 pts

Polished and fluid presentation

· 30 pts

Well defined conceptual framework and hypotheses/research questions
· 30 pts

Well defined and realistic methodological design

· 20 pts

Outline and bibliography
This assignment is worth 20% of your course grade.

