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The primary interest of Relational Communication Theory is to identify the interactive patterns that characterize different types of relational systems and the ramifications of theses patterns.

Emphasis is placed on the control definition of each message.

· Grammatical form—assertion, question, talkover, etc.

· Response mode relative to the previous speaker’s message—support, nonsupport, extension, order, disconfirmation, etc.

Coding Scheme

Messages that assert a directive or firm definition of the relationship are as coded one-up control moves (↑).

Requests or acceptance of the other’s relational definition are coded as one-down messages (↓).

Control leveling messages are coded as one-across moves (→).
