 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CULTURAL EVENT PAPER

Due by 5:00 pm on Monday March 15
You will be required to produce a 4-5 page, double-spaced, typewritten response to the following question.

How did the event that you attended confirm or refute the concepts presented in your textbook on “being black” or black culture in American society? 

Your goal is to present a clear and concise argument that demonstrates your understanding of some aspect of the assigned chapter and campus presentations related to “being black” or black culture in America.

Guidelines
Select 1 or 2 concept(s) discussed in Chapters 1, 2, 5, or 10 of your textbook that you wish to confirm or challenge.  Focus on what you believe to be generally accepted ideas or controversial ones.

Then, select a campus event related to your chosen concept(s) to attend.  Feel free to choose any Black History Month function or any event sponsored by UNCW Presents or a department.  Possible combinations include:

· A step show that reinforces sexual stereotypes (Chapter 10)

· A film screening that overstates the social reality of race (Chapter 2)

· Segregated campus tours as an example of unintentional racism (Chapter 5)

· A panel discussion on race that affirms identity (Chapter 1)

Your paper will be graded according to how well you argue whether your event AGREES or DISAGREES with what was discussed in your textbook.  Be specific.  Focus on the concepts as you believe they are presented in the chapter and the event.

The paper must contain a minimum of three sources as evidence for your argument.  You may use your textbook, lecture notes, support from other textbooks, or other popular outside sources, however no more than two sources may come from class materials.

Use proper essay writing techniques for this paper.  That means that you need an introduction that includes a thesis statement, a body that contains your arguments and evidence, and a conclusion.  In the body,  provide specific descriptions of the relevant facets of your chapter concept, and a well supported presentation of your argument using the event as your main illustration.  Please feel free to supply any background information needed to help you make your case.  You will be graded on your grammar and spelling, thus, failure to proofread your work for obvious errors will influence your grade.

You may NOT email me your paper.  You must turn in to me a hard copy of your paper, its bibliography, and a flyer/program of the event by the deadline.

SAMPLE OUTLINE

I. Introduction

A. Describe what “blackness/being black” means to YOU

B. THESIS—According to X CONCEPT, I believe that Y CAMPUS EVENT harms/helps perceptions of “blackness/being black” in America.

II. Discuss concept 

A. Define concept according to your textbook

B. Relate your concept to “blackness/being black”

C. Offer examples from other readings supporting that relationship

III. Discuss campus event

A. Describe the event

B. Incorporate main points, points you didn’t understand or likes/dislikes from your field notes

C. Relate your event to “blackness/being black”

IV. Offer YOUR THOUGHTS about the relationship between the concept and the event

A. Discuss how your event relates to the concept

B. Evaluate that relationship (i.e., does it enhance or deny YOUR PERCEPTIONS of “blackness/being black” in America?)

V. Conclusion

AAS 130

GROUP PRESENTATIONS

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to demonstrate to the class what you have learned about your assigned unit.  You will be placed into 5-6 member groups.  Then, your group will be required to present one concept out of your unit to the class orally.  Specifically, your group will need to 1–agree on a concept to present, 2–go find at least three outside sources (i.e., a book or journal or popular text NOT discussed in class), and 3–decide on a way to present your concept to the class.  Given that your goal is to entertain the class as well as to inform them about your topic, your group is encouraged to be as creative as possible.  DO NOT SIMPLY REVIEW INFORMATION DISCUSSED IN CLASS–use class discussions as a starting point.

Guidelines
1. Your group will have the entire class period for your presentation.  However, your presentation cannot be less than 30 minutes long.
2. Each member MUST participate in the presentation and should make contributions equal to the other members during the planning and presentation phases.

3. You are free to use any presentation format (other than a series of speeches) for your topic.  Examples of possible topics and presentation formats include:

· video presentation of attitudes toward  biracial dating

· a game of name that form of racism

· a PowerPoint presentation of reverse discrimination

· an activity/exercise on contemporary gospel music

4.
Your group must turn in a two page paper (TYPEWRITTEN and DOUBLE SPACED) that summarizes your presentation, lists the names of your group members, and includes a bibliography of your sources.  This is due the day that your group presents.


You will be graded as a group for this assignment (creativity–30%, cohesiveness–30%, quality of information–30%, and paper–10%).  That means that everyone in the group will receive the same grade.  This assignment is worth 20% of your course grade.
CULTURAL EXPERIENCE PAPER

Due by 5:00 pm on Friday May 2

You will be required to produce a 4-5 page, double-spaced, typewritten response to the following question.

How did your cultural experience confirm or refute the concepts presented in your Special Topics readings on “being black” or black culture in American society? 

Your goal is to present a clear and concise argument that demonstrates your understanding of some aspect of the Special Topics readings and off-campus experiences related to “being black” or black culture in America.

Guidelines
Select 1 or 2 concept(s) discussed in the Special Topics (hate speech, biracial dating/mating, reparations, religion, and affirmative action) readings that you wish to confirm or challenge.  Focus on what you believe to be generally accepted ideas or controversial ones.

Then, go out into the Wilmington community and “experience” a situation in which race matters.  You are free to participate in the experience or just be an observer.  Visiting a black church to assess the nature of its leadership is an easy option.  Also consider the following:

· Visit a social services office  (Are welfare benefits adequate reparations?)

· Visit traffic court (Are blacks charged/sentenced fairly in criminal justice system?)

· Discuss with your parents how would they like you to raise your (hypothetical) biracial child 

· Ask a group of your same race friends what is affirmative action and who they think it benefits in college?

Your paper will be graded according to how well you argue whether your experience AGREES or DISAGREES with what was discussed in your Special Topics reading.  Be specific.  Focus on the concepts as you believe they are presented in the reading and your experience.

The paper must contain a minimum of three sources as evidence for your argument.  You may use your textbook, lecture notes, support from other textbooks, (http://or other popular outside sources, however no more than two sources may come from class materials.

Use proper essay writing techniques for this paper.  That means that you need an introduction that includes a thesis statement, a body that contains your arguments and evidence, and a conclusion.  In the body,  provide specific descriptions of the relevant facets of your reading concept(s), and a well supported presentation of your argument using the experience as your main illustration.  Please feel free to supply any background information needed to help you make your case.  You will be graded on your grammar and spelling, thus, failure to proofread your work for obvious errors will influence your grade.

You may NOT email me your paper.  You must turn in to me a hard copy of your paper, its bibliography, and your field notes of your experience by the deadline.

SAMPLE OUTLINE

I. Introduction

A. Describe what “blackness/being black” means to YOU

B. THESIS—According to X SPECIAL TOPICS CONCEPT, I believe that Y CULTURAL EXPERIENCE harms/helps perceptions of “blackness/being black” in America.

II. Discuss SPECIAL TOPICS concept 

A. Define SPECIAL TOPICS concept according to your readings
B. Relate your SPECIAL TOPICS concept to “blackness/being black”

C. Offer examples from other readings supporting that relationship

III. Discuss cultural experience

A. Describe the experience

B. Incorporate main points, points you didn’t understand or likes/dislikes from your field notes

C. Relate your experience to “blackness/being black”

IV. Offer YOUR THOUGHTS about the relationship between the SPECIAL TOPICS concept and the experience

A. Discuss how your experience relates to the SPECIAL TOPICS concept

B. Evaluate that relationship (i.e., does it enhance or deny YOUR PERCEPTIONS of “blackness/being black” in America?)

V. Conclusion

FIELD NOTES FOR CULTURAL EVENT/EXPERIENCE
Name of event/Type of experience

List THREE OBSERVATIONS/COMMENTS from the event/experience.

List ONE OBSERVATION/COMMENT from the event/experience that you did not understand.

List ONE OBSERVATION/COMMENT from the event/experience that you disliked or disagreed with.

