 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRINT MEDIA ESSAY

Due Monday, October 17, 2011 by 5:00 pm

You will be required to produce a 5-7 page, double-spaced, typewritten response to the following:

Using your media critiques and print media presentations in class as a guide, apply narrative theory to some aspect of print media and evaluate the effect of that application on American society.




Your goal is to present a clear and concise argument that demonstrates your knowledge of some aspect of print media and its relationship to American society from a narrative perspective.

Guidelines
· You may use any one stimulus or combination of stimuli for your paper so long as it comes from a newspaper, magazine, or book.  However, you may not use any advertisements or the internet.  Be certain to attach a copy of your stimulus.
· Your paper will be graded according to how well you argue the applicability of narrative theory to your print media stimulus and your ability to argue whether or not the effects produced are good or bad for American society.  BE CRITICAL.  Focus on the specific influence of plot, character, dialogue, song or spectacle on thought.

· The paper must contain a minimum of five sources as evidence for your argument.  You MAY NOT CITE Wikipedia as a source.  You may use your textbook, lecture notes, class handouts, support from other textbooks, teachers, or other popular outside sources, however two sources must come from scholarly journals.  APA format is required.
· Use proper essay writing techniques for this paper.  That means that you need an introduction that includes a thesis statement.  Then provide a specific description of the relevant facets of your stimulus, and a well supported presentation of your argument.  Please feel free to supply any background information needed to help you make your case.  You will be graded on your grammar and spelling, therefore failure to proofread your work for obvious errors will influence your grade.

SAMPLE OUTLINE

I. Introduction

A. Discuss the medium
B. Thesis—The use of X narrative element in Y newspaper/magazine/book maintains the status quo/advocates change in American society.
II. Discuss your text

A. Describe features of your text

B. Explain the relevance of your text (i.e., connection between your text and a media related issue/trend)
C. Offer support/background information
III. Apply narrative theory

A. Identify the STORY and THOUGHT of text
B. Link ONE narrative feature of your text to the STORY such that it influences THOUGHT
C. Offer support

IV. Evaluate the effect on society
A. Offer insight on THOUGHT of your text—does it advocate social change or maintain the status quo?
B. Offer support

V. Conclusion

