PRESENTATIONS
COM 465

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to demonstrate to the class what you have learned about your selected media issue/trend.  You will be required to lead a class discussion of the issue/trend of your choice on your assigned speaking day.  Specifically, you will need to 1) select a print/electronic media text related to your assigned media issue/trend, 2) identify the STORY and the THOUGHT of your text, and 3) explain the relationship between the STORY and the media issue/trend in terms of narrative theory.  Given that your goal is to entertain the class as well as to inform them about your issue/trend, you are encouraged to be as creative as possible.
Guidelines
You will have the entire class period for your presentation.  However, your presentation cannot be less than 30 minutes long. 

You MUST select a text that reflects your assigned media issue/trend and justify your choice.  For example, if your medium is “television” and your issue/trend is ”minority stereotypes,” you might select an episode of Friends that includes a black person because usually there are no black friends.  Be certain to offer background information about your media issue/trend and your text.  Cite sources beyond my website to support your observations.

You MUST apply narrative theory to your text.  That means that you must identify the STORY and persuasive THOUGHT implied by your text, then explain how the relationship between the STORY and ONE of the remaining narrative elements results in a persuasive THOUGHT.  For example, explain how the point of the STORY of Friends changes due to a specific casting choice (i.e., character) of Ross’s black girlfriend.  Again, incorporate sources beyond my website to support your claims.

PLEASE involve your classmates with discussion questions.  Ask them for alternative interpretations of your text or possible ways your conclusions could be applied to related texts.  MAKE YOUR AUDIENCE THINK.
Use the following format to present your text

· Discuss the media issue/trend and requisite background information

· Describe your text and identify the STORY and THOUGHT implied by it

· Explain how plot, character, dialogue, song or spectacle confirm or violate the expectations created by the STORY and influence THOUGHT

You are free to use any audio/visual aid(s) and outside materials that you feel are necessary to help your classmates understand the connections that you are making.  Examples of acceptable supporting materials are 

· Multimedia presentations using film, television, and music clips
· Overheads of economic models and/or media strategies
· Guest speakers who offer expertise/insights on the media issue/trend
You MUST prepare an outline or powerpoint of your presentation to turn into me on the day that you speak.  The outline/powerpoint must include a discussion of the assigned medium and issue/trend and identification of the STORY, THOUGHT and persuasive narrative element (i.e., PLOT, CHARACTER, DIALOGUE, SONG, or SPECTACLE).  Additionally, a list of sources cited (in APA format) must be included.  If you are turning in an outline and not a powerpoint presentation, attach a copy of your example texts.
Your presentation will be graded in the following way
· delivery of presentation--20%
· Ability to identify and discuss your assigned media issue/trend and example text--30% 
· Ability to apply narrative theory to your text and engage your classmates with questions)--30%
· Outline/powerpoint presentation--20%
This assignment is worth 20% of your course grade.
