MEDIA CRITIQUE






COM 465

NAME__________________________________________________ 

__ Newspapers


__ Books


__ Television

__ Magazines


__ Radio


__ Movies

Indicate title of the common text.  

Identify the STORY represented by the common text.  [FIVE POINTS]

Which narrative element confirms or violates the expectations created by the STORY of the common text the most?   Please check only one.  [FIVE POINTS]


___  Plot



___  Song


___  Character


___  Spectacle


___  Dialogue

In your own words, describe how the element checked above confirms or violates the expectations created by STORY of the common text.  BE SPECIFIC.  Feel free to use terminology from your textbook.   [TEN POINTS]

In light of the relationship described above, identify the persuasive THOUGHT represented within the common text. [FIVE POINTS]

MEDIA CRITIQUES

The purpose of this assignment is to give you an opportunity for feedback as you apply narrative theory to popular media texts.  You will be given six opportunities to analyze media—three from print media and three from electronic media (see highlighted dates on syllabus and #s 1-6 on my website).  You MUST select ANY TWO print media opportunities and ANY TWO electronic media opportunities.  Take these critiques seriously because they may be used as the foundation for print and electronic media papers.  

Guidelines

· You are encouraged to review the textbook chapter associated with the highlighted day and be familiar with how the medium that is being discussed is being used.

· You must identify the media sample from popular culture that you are analyzing.  First, check the medium associated with your popular text.  Second, indicate the title of your popular text.  Please choose among the six common texts listed on my website.

· You must identify the STORY represented by popular text.  Feel free to use one of the “Master Stories” listed on my website.

· You must identify the rhetorical element in your popular text (i.e., the element that enhances or detracts from the STORY the most).  Highlight (that is, underline) those elements on your attached text.

· You must explain how plot, character, dialogue, song or spectacle influences your STORY.  Be specific.  If you checked “plot,” talk about how the something expected/unexpected within the sequence of events helps or detracts from the point of the STORY.  If you checked “character,” talk about how casting choices help or detract from the point of the STORY.  If you checked “dialogue,” talk about how the use of language helps or detracts from the point of the STORY.  If you checked ”song,” talk about how the use of music or rhythm of the language helps or detracts from the point of the STORY.  If you checked ”spectacle,” talk about how the use of special effects helps or detracts from the point of the STORY.

· Finally, you must construct a THOUGHT that expresses the effect that the STORY in your popular text has on society.  Consider using language characteristic of questions of fact (issues verifiable through investigation), value (issues requiring criteria) or policy (issues calling for action).

Your critiques are due the same day the corresponding textbook article is presented.  Each critique is worth 25 points; a total of 100 points for all four.  The assignment is worth 20% of your grade.

MEDIA CRITIQUE






COM 465

NAME_________SAMPLE CRITIQUE_______________________ 

__ Newspapers


X   Books


__ Television

__ Magazines


__ Radio


__ Movies

Indicate title of the common text.  

He’s just not that into you: The no-excuses truth to understanding guys by Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo.

Identify the STORY represented by the common text.  [FIVE POINTS]

STORY—Discovery (translating the meaning of life; learning about the self) 

Which narrative element enhances or detracts from the STORY of the common text the most?   Please check only one.  [FIVE POINTS]


___  Plot



___  Song


___  Character


___  Spectacle


_X_  Dialogue

In your own words, describe how the element checked above enhances or detracts from the STORY of the common text.  BE SPECIFIC.  Feel free to use terminology from your textbook.   [TEN POINTS]

Humor is often used to create a positive mood when discussing a difficult topic.  Thus, the humorous language and advice column-like entries make it easier for women to accept the folly in their relationship choices and stop making stupid excuses for bad behavior.
In light of the relationship described above, identify the persuasive THOUGHT represented within the common text. [FIVE POINTS]

THOUGHT—All relationship problems can be solved using catchy slogans and common sense advice.  (Q of fact)

