THEORY/CONCEPT PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT
INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION II

COM 320

One of the objectives of this course is to develop your abilities to evaluate interpersonal communication research conceptualizations and methodologies using the research knowledge that you obtained in COM 200.  You will be paired with a classmate who selected your theory/concept.  The two of you will be required to choose ONE quantitative research study (i.e., a survey, experiment, content analysis–anything with numerical data and statistical analyses) discussed in the reading about your theory/concept.  Consider selecting an article related to issues or relationship contexts highlighted during lecture.  The article must be a primary source (i.e., an original research study reported in a scholarly communication journal–not a newspaper, magazine, or book summary of a survey finding).  

Once selected, post a question on the ASK DR. K website inspired by your article.  Use the POST A QUESTION tab at the top of the site and follow the instructions.  Then, prepare a written annotated abstract and a powerpoint presentation of your article according to the following guidelines.

Guidelines

· Photocopy or print out the entire article that you and your partner selected and attach it to your written annotated abstract.

· Prepare a two page written annotated abstract of your article using the format indicated below.

Theoretic rationale.  From what body of prior research or set of studies does the author draw his/her hypotheses or research questions?  Look for specific mentions of theories or models or definitions that justify the author’s hypothesis in the introduction or “Literature Review” sections of the article.

Hypotheses or research questions.  Quote the hypotheses or research questions from the article.  They should appear just before the “Methods” section.  If the hypotheses or research questions are not stated explicitly in the article, try to figure out the author’s purpose and put them in your own words.

Discussion.  Besides just summarizing the results, per se, what other points does the author raise in the “Discussion” section?  For example, what limitations does he/she acknowledge about the study?  Are there points at which we should be cautious in interpreting these findings?  Are the implications of the findings seriously considered?  What future research needs to be done?

Critique. This is YOUR SECTION.  Write a paragraph about how well your article supports or refutes the response to your post on the ASK DR. K website.  Focus on whether or not the article was well aligned with the response relative to how the theory/concept worked or how well the variables related to each other.  State the reasons behind your evaluation as specifically and concretely as you can.

· On the day that your abstract is due, make your presentation interesting by using a popular culture text to introduce your theory/concept.  This text could be a self help book, a relationship quiz, an advice column in a newspaper or magazine, a clip from a TV show or movie, etc.  Be certain to describe the communication features of your text related to your theory or concept.  During your presentation, define the interpersonal communication theory or concept (refer to your theoretical rationale) and the communication measures/questionnaires used to assess it (refer to the “Methods” section of your article).  Then, evaluate how well your article supports or refutes the response to the question that you posted (refer to your critique).  You will have the entire class period for your group presentation.

· Turn in your abstract packet (i.e., your article, the annotated abstract, and your presentation handout) to me at the beginning of class on the day that your abstract is due.  Also, bring enough presentation handouts to distribute to your classmates, or email it them the day before (COM420001@uncw.edu).  Please place the bibliographic information of the article on your handout using APA format.  Other members of your class may be interested in preparing a paper on your theory or concept, therefore sharing sources is highly encouraged.

· You will be graded as a pair for this assignment in the following way (total–100 points).  

10 pts

Pop culture artifact 

15 pts

Handout of your presentation

35 pts

Quality of the oral presentation
40 pts

Annotated abstract packet
IC THEORY ESSAY

Due Wednesday, October 12, 2016 by 5:00 pm

You will be required to produce a 5-7 page, double-spaced, typewritten response to the following:

Using your chapter analyses and annotated abstract presentations as guides, evaluate how well an interpersonal communication theory addresses the conflicts in your chosen role play text.




Your goal is to support clear and concise claims that demonstrate your knowledge of interpersonal communication theories and how well they apply to everyday problems (see sample outline).

Guidelines
· Decide on a theory to investigate and a related role play text.  You may use any one conflict from the list of role plays.   Be certain to attach a copy of your text to your paper.
· Your paper will be graded according to how well you argue the applicability of your theory to the conflict in the role play text.  First, clearly describe the problem/conflict that you are investigating.  Feel free to include excerpts from your text to illustrate your claims, but focus on examples related to verbal and/or nonverbal communication.  Then, propose a theory related solution to the problem.

· When evaluating the application of your theory, be certain to describe it in detail first.  Talk about any “must have” communication related features that make it work such as specific relational contexts, and other “ideal” conditions.  Few theories will be an exact fit, therefore you need to acknowledge any exceptions or shortcomings.  BE CRITICAL.  Sometimes the theory is too limiting (i.e., doesn’t reflect real life); normally your solution will overlook obvious consequences.  It’s your job to identify the deficiency.

· The paper must contain a minimum of five sources as evidence for your evaluation.  YOU MAY NOT CITE WIKIPEDIA AS A SOURCE.  You may use your textbook, support from other textbooks, teachers, or other popular outside sources, however three sources MUST come from scholarly journals.  One of those journal sources MUST BE the article your classmates presented.  Use APA format for your bibliography and in text references.
· Use proper essay writing techniques for this paper.  That means that you need an introduction that includes a thesis statement.  Then provide a specific description of the relevant facets of your role play text and theory.  Please feel free to supply any background information needed to help you make your case.  DO NOT write page long paragraphs.  needed to help you make your case.  DO NOT write page long paragraphs.  DO NOT cite secondary sources (i.e., handout, lecture or powerpoint summaries).  DO NOT omit page numbers for quoted or paraphrased material.  You will be graded on your grammar and spelling, thus failure to proofread your work for obvious errors will influence your grade.

You may NOT email me your paper.  Please provide a hard copy of it when the essay is due.

Sample outline of paper

I. Introduce your topic

II. Discuss your role play text

A. Identify the conflict in the text

B. Offer examples of claims from both sides

C. Propose a solution to the conflict

III. Discuss your theory

A. Explain how the theory works

B. Relate theory to your solution

C. Offer examples from the related research

IV. Evaluate the application of your theory to the conflict in the text

A. Does the theory address the conflict appropriately?

B. Note limitations of theory or advice given in your text

V. Conclusion

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THEORY PAPER TOPICS

ATTRIBUTION THEORY
· The View from Steerage

· It’s in the Bag!

· You Don’t Know Jack

· Oops, I Forgot

SOCIAL PENETRATION THEORY
· The Great Wall

· The Arrangement

· Striking Out with Suzy Chapstick

UNCERTAINTY REDUCTION THEORY
· The Abandoned Apartment

· Cruise Control

· The Coincidence

EXPECTANCY VIOLATIONS THEORY
· It’s in the Bag!

· The Arrangement

· Indecent Reception

RELATIONAL DIALECTICS THEORY
· The Tattler

· Raising the Bar

· Holiday Hassle

IC CONCEPT ESSAY

Due Monday, December 5, 2016 by 5:00 pm

You will be required to produce a 5-7 page, double-spaced, typewritten response to the following:

Using your chapter analyses and annotated article presentations as guides, evaluate how well an interpersonal relationship concept addresses the conflict in your chosen role play text.




Your goal is to support clear and concise claims that demonstrate your knowledge of interpersonal relationship concepts and how well they apply to everyday problems (see sample outline).

Guidelines
· Decide on a relationship concept to investigate and a related role play text.  You may use any one conflict from the list of role plays.   Be certain to attach a copy of your text to your paper.
· Your paper will be graded according to how well you argue the applicability of your relationship concept to the conflict in the role play text.  First, clearly describe the problem/conflict that you are investigating.  Feel free to include excerpts from your text to illustrate your claims, but focus on examples related to verbal and/or nonverbal communication.  Then, propose a concept related solution to the problem.

· When evaluating the application of your concept, be certain to describe it in detail first.  Talk about any “must have” communication related features that make it work such as specific relational contexts, and other “ideal” conditions.  Few concepts will be an exact fit, therefore you need to acknowledge any exceptions or shortcomings.  BE CRITICAL.  Sometimes the concept is too limiting (i.e., doesn’t reflect real life); normally your solution will overlook obvious consequences.  It’s your job to identify the deficiency.

· The paper must contain a minimum of five sources as evidence for your evaluation.  YOU MAY NOT CITE WIKIPEDIA AS A SOURCE.  You may use your textbook, support from other textbooks, teachers, or other popular outside sources, however three sources MUST come from scholarly journals.  One of those journal sources MUST BE the article your classmates presented.  Use APA format for your bibliography and in text references.
· Use proper essay writing techniques for this paper.  That means that you need an introduction that includes a thesis statement.  Then provide a specific description of the relevant facets of your role play text and theory.  Please feel free to supply any background information needed to help you make your case.  DO NOT write page long paragraphs.  DO NOT cite secondary sources (i.e., handout, lecture or powerpoint summaries).  DO NOT omit page numbers for quoted or paraphrased material.  You will be graded on your grammar and spelling, thus failure to proofread your work for obvious errors will influence your grade.

You may NOT email me your paper.  Please provide a hard copy of it when the essay is due.

Sample outline of paper

I. Introduce your topic

II. Discuss your role play text

A. Identify the conflict in the text

B. Offer examples of claims from both sides

C. Propose a solution to the conflict

III. Discuss your relationship concept

A. Explain how the concept works

B. Relate theory to your solution

C. Offer examples from the related research

IV. Evaluate the application of your concept to the conflict in the text

A. Does the concept address the conflict appropriately?

B. Note limitations of theory or advice given in your text

V. Conclusion

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RELATIONSHIP CONTEXT PAPER TOPICS
FAMILY
• Just a Six Pack

• My Weekend

• What’s in a Name?

COWORKERS



• Room with a View

• EEO Complaint

• Potty Mouth

ACQUAINTANCESHIP
• Big Wheel, Big Deal

• Parking After Dark
• Good Neighbors
COHABITATION
· Playing house
· Too Much Time Together
· What Men and Women Do
FRIENDSHIP
• Hung Out to Dry

• Cancelled Flight

• Non-smoking, Please

