ASSIGNMENT 1
Guidelines
1. You will be required to perform two Shakespeare sonnets on your assigned speaking day.  Please consult the speaker numbers list on my website for your assigned speaking day.

2. You may select any combination of sonnets that you like for this assignment.  A collection of Shakespeare’s sonnets may be found in Randall Library or via the link on my website.

3. This assignment is worth 10% of your grade.  Therefore, read over your sonnets a few times before your performance.  Your goal should be to present your sonnets to the class so that we can get a general sense of your natural speaking voice.
4. Although you will not be required to memorize your sonnets, you should make an effort to appear relaxed and use as much eye contact as possible.  In addition, it would be beneficial to incorporate gestures and/or facial expressions into your performance.

5. Also, you will be required to turn in two pieces of written materials on the day that you perform your sonnets.  First, you must turn in a TYPEWRITTEN or PHOTOCOPIED version of your texts.  Second, you must turn in a one page, double spaced, TYPEWRITTEN discussion of your voice and sonnets.  Specifically, you must answer two questions:
· What are your sonnets about?

· What are your vocal strengths and weaknesses?

6. Finally, you must critique the performances of your classmates and select the BEST SPEAKER per day using the links on my website.  Please evaluate each speaker on the APPROPRIATENESS dimension only.  You only need to evaluate the students who speak the day before you perform.

ASSIGNMENT 2

Guidelines
1. You will be required to read an excerpt from a magazine or newspaper on your assigned speaking day.  The text must make narrative sense (i.e., it must have a beginning, middle, and an end), and it must fill 5 minutes of time.  Please consult the speaker numbers list on my website for your assigned speaking day.

2. You may select a story from any magazine or newspaper in print or prepare an original news script suitable for broadcast for this assignment.  A collection of newspapers and magazines may be found in Randall Library in the Current Periodicals or via their Lexus Nexus link.

3. This assignment is worth 20% of your grade.  Your goal should be to present your magazine/newspaper text or news script such that it demonstrates the following 
· Appropriate articulation of plosives, fricatives, nasals, glides, and affricatives

· Appropriate articulation of vowels and dipthongs

· Avoidance of substitutions, omissions, and additions
4. Although you will not be required to memorize your text, you should make an effort to appear relaxed and use as much eye contact as possible.  In addition, it would be beneficial to incorporate gestures and/or facial expressions into your performance.

5. Also, you will be required to turn in two pieces of written materials on the day that you perform your text.  First, you must turn in a TYPEWRITTEN or PHOTOCOPIED version of your texts.  Second, you must turn in a one page, double spaced, TYPEWRITTEN discussion of your voice and text.  Specifically, you must answer two questions:

· What is your magazine/newspaper text about?

· What diction elements are you attempting to correct?

6. Finally, you must critique the performances of your classmates and select the BEST SPEAKER per day using the links on my website.  Please evaluate each speaker on the DICTION and APPROPRIATENESS dimensions only.  You only need to evaluate the students who speak the day before you perform.

ASSIGNMENT 3

Guidelines
1. You will be required to perform a children’s story or poem on your assigned speaking day.  The text must make narrative sense (i.e., it must have a beginning, middle, and an end), and it must fill 5 minutes of time.  Please consult the speaker numbers list on my website for your assigned speaking day.

2. You may select any published or unpublished text appropriate for children that you like for this assignment.  A collection of children’s sonnets may be found in the downtown library or via the link on my website.

3. This assignment is worth 20% of your grade.  In addition to the appropriate use of diction, your goal should be to present your children’s story/poem such that it demonstrates the following
· Appropriate breath control and projection
· Appropriate use of pitch, volume, and rate

· Avoidance of vocal fry and nasality
4. Although you will not be required to memorize your text, you should make an effort to use as much eye contact as possible.  In addition, it would be beneficial to incorporate gestures and/or facial expressions into your performance.

5. Also, you will be required to turn in two pieces of written materials on the day that you perform your text.  First, you must turn in a TYPEWRITTEN or PHOTOCOPIED version of your texts.  Second, you must turn in a one page, double spaced, TYPEWRITTEN discussion of your voice and text.  Specifically, you must answer two questions:

· What is your story/poem about?

· What voice elements are you attempting to correct?

6. Finally, you must critique the performances of your classmates and select the BEST SPEAKER per day using the links on my website.  Please evaluate each speaker on the VOICE and APPROPRIATENESS dimensions only.  You only need to evaluate the students who speak the day before you perform.

ASSIGNMENT 4

Guidelines
1. You will be paired with another student to perform a selection from a play or radio script on your assigned speaking day.  The text must make narrative sense (i.e., it must have a beginning, middle, and an end), and fill 5-6 minutes of time.  Please consult the performance schedule on my website for your assigned speaking day.

2. You may select a published or unpublished script from a one act play or radio script for you and your partner to perform.  However, one of you (or both of you) MUST incorporate one of the accents discussed in class into your performance.  The accent may be used to infuse humor or special meaning into your text.  A collection of scripts may be found in Randall Library or via the links on my website.

3. You will be graded as a pair for this assignment, but it will represent 15% of your individual grades.  That means that you and your partner will receive the same grade for this performance.  Your goals should be the following:

· To affect an accent such that it is easily recognizable by listeners

· To demonstrate the vocal techniques that you have mastered this semester

· To have FUN!

4. Although you will not be required to memorize your scripts, you should make an effort to use as much eye contact as possible.  In addition, it would be beneficial to incorporate gestures and/or facial expressions into your performance.  Simple props are permissible.
5. As a pair, you will be required to turn in two pieces of written materials on the day that you perform your selection.  First, you must turn in a TYPEWRITTEN or PHOTOCOPIED version of your text.  Second, you must turn in a two page, double spaced, TYPEWRITTEN discussion of your voices and the text.  Specifically, you must answer three questions:

· What is your text about?

· Why did you choose the accent that you chose to incorporate into your text?

· What mastery of voice and/or diction elements are you and your partner demonstrating?

6. Finally, you must critique the performance of your partner.  Using the form located on my website, evaluate him/her on ALL of the dimensions.  Please wait until AFTER your performance to evaluate your partner.
