Project 1 - Social Networking Site
NETS-T Standards: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a, 3a, 3b, 4c, 5a
1. Create an open Ning group. (http://www.ning.com/)
2. The Ning group should reflect the grade level and subject matter of your intended audience. 

3. Add at least 3 widgets that your audience will find useful. 

4. Upload pictures / videos as appropriate. 

5. Your group should include a blogging feature where you will address these questions in separate blog postings: 

a. How can I use Ning in my classes? 

b. What benefits are there to using this tool? 

c. What limitations are there to using this tool? 

d. What are your thoughts of using Ning or other social networking tools in k-12 education?
6. Locate an article about education and technology (eg. How new technology is being used in the schools?). This article should be in electronic format and posted on your Ning. Provide a description of the article.
 
Resources:
· View Networked Student 

· View Social Networking in Plain English 

· Using Ning you will create a social networking site for your class. The social network should be academically focused and private. That means all members have to ask for membership or the creator (i.e., you) have to invite them to the network. This ensures privacy for your students. 

· Helpful tutorial videos: 

· Ning Basics 

· Creating your own social network with Ning 

· Ning in Education 

· If you get stuck, simply use Google for help. For example, if I cannot sort out how to embed a YouTube video on Ning, I Google "Ning embed YouTube" and the first hit is a video on how to do this. 

· FYI: Additional common social networking sites include: 

· MySpace 

· Facebook 

· Orkut
Grading Rubric:
 
	
	Criteria
	Possible Points
	Points Received

	1
	Site clearly states class / subject
	2
	

	2
	Site is age appropriate
	2
	

	3
	Site has at least 3 widgets
	3
	

	4
	Site has at least 4 blog postings addressing questions above
	3
	

	5
	Site is easy to navigate and is visually appealing
	2
	

	6
	Appropriate selection of article
	3
	

	
	Total
	15
	


 
 
