WHY IS THERE AN ACHIEVEMENT GAP IN THE READING TEST SCORES

1.  IS IT THE TEST?  IS THERE TEST BIAS?

2.  IS IT THE SCHOOL?

3.  IS IT THE TEACHERS?

4.  IS IT THE STUDENTS?

A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE REVEALS THREE FUNDAMENTAL POSITIONS:

1.  DEFICIT THEORY– BLAME THE INDIVIDUAL (BLAME THE CHILD) FOR FAILURE

     BASED UPON SUB-THEORIES OF:

a) BIOGENETIC INFERIORITY– THERE IS SOMETHING “MISSING” IN THE      GENE POOL.  IT IS BASED UPON THE “TEUTONIC GENE THEORY” WHICH      STATES THAT UNLESS YOU ARE THE DESCENDENT OF SOMEONE BORN OF ARYAN STOCK IN THE BLACK FORESTS OF GERMANY, YOU ARE INFERIOR.

[re: Arthur Jensen;  Wm. Shockley, Adolph Hitler]

b) ENVIRONMENTALIST THEORY– A CHILD’S SUCCESS IS BASED UPON FAMILY WEALTH (BUYING THE CHILD GAMES, TRAVEL, ETC) THAT SUPPLEMENTS WHAT SCHOOLS OFFER.  CHILDREN WHO FAIL ARE LABELED “CULTURALLY DEPRIVED”, “DISADVANTAGED”, “AT RISK”

AND IN SPECIAL ED. A LONG LIST: “L.D.”, “B.E.H”......ETC.


[re:  Culture of Poverty Theory;  The Culturally Deprived Child…etc.]

2.  DIFFERENCE THEORY– BLAME THE INSTITUTIONS FOR FAILING TO MEET THE NEEDS OF DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS.  THEY SAY: “AMERICA IS A POLYCULTURAL SOCIETY WITH MONOCULTURAL SCHOOLS.  SO SCHOOLS MUST CHANGE THE CURRICULUM AND OFFER: WOMEN’S STUDIES, BLACK STUDIES, PUERTO RICAN STUDIES, HEBREW STUDIES....ETC. TO FIRST EDUCATE AND REINFORCE THE INDIVIDUAL’S NEEDS AND TO BUILD SELF-ESTEEM.


[ESL Advocates;  Wm. Labov;  Ken Johnson, Linguistic Therorists]

3.  BILINGUAL/BIDIALECTICAL/BICULTURAL AND MULTICULTURAL                         THEORY–

STATES THAT BOTH DEFICIT AND DIFFERENCE THEORIES ARE “SEPARATISTS”, AND THAT NEITHER IS “BETTER THAN” THE OTHER, AND WE MUST LEARN TO ACCEPT DIFFERENCES AND LIVE IN HARMONY.


[James Banks;  Howard Gardner:  Ways of Knowing; Multiculturalists

