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To a Navajo, time is ever flowing; can’t be broken. Exactness of time is of litele
importance.

To a non-Indian, time is of the utmost importance and must be used to its
fullest extent, _ : ~ '

~ To a Navajo, the future is uncertain. Nazure, which is more important than

man, may change anything. This life is what counts—there is no sense that life
on earth is a preparation for another life.

Non-Indians prepare for the future. Such items as insurance, savings, and

‘plans for trips and vacations show to what extent non-Indians hold this value.

Patience: Navajo. To have patience and to wait is considered a good quality.
Non-Indian. The man who is admired is the one who is quick to act.
. Age: Navajo. Respect is for the elders. Experience is felt to bring knowledge.
A_ge has priority though increasing power is going to those who speak English well.
Knowledge is power. ,

+ Nen-Indian. The grear desire is to look younger and live longer. Much money
is spent to pursue these efforts.. ' ;

- Family: Navajo. The Indian cultures consider many more individuals to be
relatives than do non-Indians. Clan relationships are strong. The Navajo is wary
of nonrelatives and foreigners. -

Non-Indian. Biological family is of utmost importance, and relationships are
limited: within this group.

Wealth: Navajo. Wealth is to be consumed and used as security—always to
be shared. Many Indians are suspicious of individuals who collect material posses-
sions. Some tribes give love gifts and enjoy this practice.

Non-Indian. Non-indian cultures have measured wealth in termns of material
things. Many such possessions often constitute status symbols and are considered
highly desirable. '

Nature: Navajo. Humanity lives in perfect balance with nature. The earth
is here to enjoy. Heed signals from nature—learn from animals. People are an
integral parc of this universe and must do their part to maintain harmony and
balance among the parts of the cosmos.

mastery of the elements around. Artificial lakes are made; nacural waters are con-
trolled; electricity is generated and controlled. Such accomplishments are looked

upon with pride.

Culeural premises among the Navajos may be summarized as follows:

1. The universe is orderly.

2. There is a basic quest for harmany.

3. The universe, though personalized, is full of dangers.

4. Evil and good are complementary and both are ever present in all things,
thus humari nature is neither basically good nor evil.

5. Everything exists in two parts, male and female, which belong together and

complete each other.
6. The future is uncertain-—nature (which is more powerful than people) might

change anything.
7. This life is what counts—there is no sense that life on earth is a preparation
for another existence.
8. Time and place are symbols of recapitulation.
9. Events, not actors or quality, are primary.
10. Time is ever flowing, can't be broken.
11. Concept of life as one whole—Navajos have a hard time thinking in terms
of social, economic, and political distinctions.
12. Like produces like . . . the part stands for the whole.

Sosrce: “Treacher-Aide Guide for Navajo Area,” product of a conference at the Duilth-na-o-dich-hle






