PLS 302-001: PuBLIC OPINION AND AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Spring 2006 Introduction to the Course Dr. Roger C. Lowery

| hope that you had a great vacation and are looking forward to getting started on your Spring-semester courses. In
order to get an overview of our course’ s objectives, structure, assignments, and schedule, please:

. print a copy of these instructions and
. complete the following two sets of initial assignments and
. phone or email meif you have any questions or concerns.

ASSIGNMENTSTO BE COMPLETED
PRIOR TO OUR 1sT CLASS, THURSDAY, 12 JANUARY 2006

l. Go to the course web site at:  http://people.uncw.edu/lowery/pls302/index.htm
A. Clickthe SyLLABUS link,

[ if you cannot open the SYLLABUS link,
then follow the 5 steps below to download free Adobe Acrobat Reader software to your computer. |

1. Click the BACK button on your web browser to go back to the PLS 101 home page, and

2. Click onthe ADOBE ACROBAT READER link that islisted under the Home Pages heading, and

3. At the Adobe website, move your cursor over the DOWNLOADS link and then click onthe FREE
ACROBAT READER link,

4. A new page will open, click ontheyellow GET ACROBAT READER button,

5. A new page will open, fill in the required information in Step 1, Sep 2, and then click the red
DOWNLOAD buttonin Sep 3.

And then print a copy of the course syllabus.

Go back to the course homepage and click the  SCHEDULE  link,

And then print a copy of the course schedule.

Read the syllabus and schedule carefully. If you have any questions, phone or email me.

mooOw

1. Purchase the course materials required for this course:
A. Erikson and Tedin. 2005. American Public Opinion: Its Origins, Content, and Impact. 7th ed.
(REQUIRED)
B. Larson, Stephanie Greco. 2003. Public Opinion Using MicroCase Explorlt. (REQUIRED)
C. elnstruction, Student Response Keypad.

I1l. With apersonal check or credit/debit card ready to pay your $15 keypad enrollment fee, go to the
e-Instruction website at: http://einstruction.com/
A. Clickthe STUDENTS button at the top of the web page,
B. Choose UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA —WILMINGTON from the pull-down list of universities,
C. Clickthe CHOOSE COURSE hutton
D. Enter the following two items:
1. ClassKey: J15425N419
2. Seria Number: [open the cover to the battery compartment on the back side of your keypad,;
= the serial number isvisible in the white box near the bottom of the keypad]

E. Clickthe | DO NOT HAVE A CODE button, [note: the right-hand side of the screen isfor existing users,
do not type a username or password yet].
F. Clickthe SuBMIT button,



Now, enter a username of your choice, password of your choice, your first name, and your last name

[note: aphone number or student ID number are not required].

Click the FINISH button.

Y ou may be presented with several purchase options — choose one and continue using your personal

check or credit/debit card to pay the enroliment fee.

Click the ENTER button on the confirmation page.

1. Tojoinan additional CPSOnline class, click the enroll in a class button from the Main Menu.

2. Onceyou have finished enrolling in al of your CPSOnline classes, click the LOG OUT button.
For CPSOnline to properly record your information, it isimportant that you log out of
CPSOnline as opposed to simply closing the window.

Bring your activated Student Response Keypad to every class — starting with the first class meeting

1. Youwill usethe keypad in every class meeting to anonymously respond to true/false or
multiple-choice questions that arise during class discussion.

2. Theaggregated class responses are projected on an overhead screen as full-color bar- or
pie-charts, so that the class and | can see and comment upon the distribution of class responses.

3. | find that the anonymity and confidentiality of this feedback method encourages all studentsto
enthusiastically participate in thisinteractive form of active learning. Students who rarely or never
raise their hand in response to questions are comfortable in responding with their keypads and are
more likely to join the resulting discussion of how and why the class divided in their collective
responses.

4. Thekeypad responses also give me immediate feedback regarding the extent to which students
understand concepts being discussed. This allows me to make informed decisions about the pace
and organization of class discussions.

ASSIGNMENTS TO BE COMPLETED
PRIOR TO OUR 2o CLASS, TUESDAY, 17 JANUARY 2006

In order to prepare for the first quiz, go to the course web site at:
http://people.uncw.edu/l owery/pls302/index.htm

A.
B.
C.

Click thelink to TEXTBOOK CHAPTER OUTLINES AND HANDOUTS
Click thelink to Erikson & Tedin’s Chapter 1 PUBLIC OPINION IN DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES
Print a copy of this outline.

Read Chapter 1 in the textbook

A.
B.
C.

Take notes on your chapter outline as you read the chapter,

Highlight material in the chapter that you judgeis likely to be on the quiz,
Bring to class:

1. TheErikson & Tedin textbook and Chapter 1 outline,

2. The Larson workbook,

3. Your activated e-Instruction keypad



