SOCIOLOGY 345
Sociology of the Family

Spring 2005

Dr. Diane Levy



Project Assignment:  The Novel Family

For this assignment, you are to apply concepts from the sociology of the family to portrayals of families in the novel you are reading.  Each of these novels offers a portrayal of the family in various ways, either by focusing on a marriage, a wedding, different social classes, conflict between generations, childhood socialization, ambiguous sexuality, or other issue.

As you read, try to employ the sociological imagination. In other words, how would this family be influenced by its place in time, space, and culture?   How does the author relate the family to society?  Focus on the culture and social context of these families.  What larger social issues are tackled by way of the individual stories?   In what way are the characters and the families shaped by the local landscape and setting?    How would your author define family?

Write a review of the book integrating the issues in it with what you have learned in class and from the readings on the topics.  You may approach this in any way you choose, but be sure that your paper is more than a plot summary.  You may mention the plot, but only to illustrate the sociological concept or situation.  In other words, the assignment is to apply  your sociological understanding of the structure, functions, conflicts, and themes of families to this novel.

How did the book leave you feeling about the family?

Projects are to be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font, with a four page maximum (about 1000 words).

DUE DATE:__April 18, 2005____________________

Note:  Late papers will be graded down a half-grade for every day late that the university is in session.  

Reminder:  this project is worth 15% of your semester grade.

List of Books:

Eugenides, Jeffrey.  Middlesex:  A Novel.

Haruf, Kent.  Plainsong.

Kidd, Sue Monk.  The Secret Life of Bees.
Kimmel, Haven.  A Girl Named Zippy:  Growing Up Small in Mooreland, Indiana  [actually a memoir]

Quinlan, Anna.  One True Thing.
Tyler, Anne.  The Amateur Marriage.

Tyler, Anne.  Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant.

West, Dorothy.  The Wedding.

