SOC 345   
SOCIOLOGY OF THE FAMILY

         Study Questions   Exam 3                                  Dr. Diane Levy

1.  How can it be said that every marriage is a marriage between strangers?  What are the factors that have influenced the postponement of marriage for the recent generation of Americans?

2.  Be able to discuss the changing patterns of sexuality in society.  How can the sexual revolution of the 1960’s and 70’s be called a women’s sexual revolution?

3.   How has the distribution of household work changed in recent years and how is this a reflection on marital power? 
4.  How can parenthood be viewed as a crisis?  What are its costs and benefits?  Be sure to refer to the concept of pronatalism.

5.  Define fertility and the crude birth rate.  How has the birth rate changed in the US in the 20th century and what are some reasons leading to the change?  How does the birthrate in the US compare to other nations?

6.  How has the relationship between work and family evolved in the last half of the 20th century?  Why have more mothers entered the labor force and what is the impact on their children?  Why do you think that the US is the only industrialized nation without a national family policy?

7. Describe the changing role of the child from pre-industrial times in Western societies.  

8.  How and why have divorce rates changed in the last 100 years?  Be sure to discuss the three eras of divorce.  How do the outcomes and consequences of divorce differ for men and women?  What are they consequences for children?

9. Remarriage is considered by sociologists to be an “incomplete institution.”  Explain.  How have the rates of remarriage kept pace with divorce?
10.  What are some of the issues in aging and the family?  How has the role of grandparent changed?

11.  How has social change in the 20th century affected the public family and the private family in the US?  What do you envision for the future of the family in this new century?

