SOC 345—Sociology of the Family

Spring 06        Dr. Diane Levy

Study Questions—Exam 2

1.   What are some of the variables sociologists use to classify social class?  What are some of the consequences of social class position for families?  You may use lecture, text, and the video (two teenage girls) to explain.  

2.  Compare family patterns of the “typical” lower class, working class, and middle class families as described in the text.  Be sure to mention patterns such as relations with kin groups, gender relations, and work patterns.  Kohn’s study of social class and childrearing is relevant here.

3.   Discuss the Moynihan report and its conclusions.  What did it suggest about black families?  What did it overlook?  Compare its conclusions to those of the Moyers film on the vanishing black family.

4.   Describe family patterns relating to Hispanic, Native American, and Asian-American families.

5. Discuss the connection between the family and social policy.  What groups in society receive assistance fro the government?  Distinguish between the liberal and the conservative view of the family and their respective views on welfare.

6.  How do dating and mate selection relate to larger social factors and values?  Discuss the changes in these patterns over time in the US.

7.  Explain how the relationships among sex, love, and marriage have changed over time.

8.  Homogamy and propinquity are two major principles of mate selection in societies.  Explain how they work and how they limit our choice of spouse.  Are they still useful concepts today to explain the marriage market?

