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University of North Carolina at Wilmington


Watson School of Education

SED 368
Reading Theories and Methods for Students with Special Needs
Fall 2009
Instructor:   Donna Martin-Leutgens, M.A.E.                               
       Email:  martin-leutgensd@UNCW.edu
             Phone:  910-616-3416
Meeting Dates: Thursday 5:45pm-9:30pm 
Location: Watson School of Education Bldg. Room: 351 
Course Description: 

This course will provide evidence-based instructional practices in reading that accelerate student learning through careful curriculum design and instructional delivery. The emphasis is on clear communication, explicit instructional formats, progress monitoring, instructional grouping, teacher/student interactions, and generalization.  Field experiences required.
Conceptual Framework: 
This course is designed to focus on key components of the Watson School of Education conceptual framework:  The WSE develops highly competent professionals to serve in educational leadership roles. All educators must use data for decisions, reflect upon their practice, exemplify their commitment to professional standards, implement appropriate communication strategies, and strive to meet the needs of all learners. Assignments in this course will assist students in preparing to be a competent professional and a leader.

Required Text:  

Carnine, D. W., Silbert, J., Kameenui, E. J., & Tarver, S. G. (2004). Direct Instruction Reading (4th Ed.)  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Course Objectives:  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of research and theories associated with reading difficulties in students [NCLD 7.1] [NCMD 10.3] [CECCC1] [CECGC3].
· Demonstrate knowledge of the basic reading skills in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS) for grades K-12 [NCMD 3.1].
· Demonstrate understanding and knowledge of the phonological and morphological structure of the English language [NCLD 1.1] [NCMD 1.1] [NCBED 1.1].

· Identify and describe the components and features of a research-based reading program for students with difficulties in reading which includes oral language, pre-reading, phonological awareness, the alphabetic principle, word recognition, vocabulary, reading fluency, and comprehension [NCLD 1.1, 2.1, 2.2] [NCMD 1.1] [NCBED 1.1, 1.2].

· Demonstrate knowledge and correct use of Direct Instruction programs [CECCC9] [CECGC4].

· Demonstrate ability to teach and utilize a variety of learning strategies for reading [NCLD 2.2] [NCMD 2.3] [NCBED 2.2][CECCC4] [CECGC4].
· Demonstrate an understanding of how culture, language, and disability influence reading achievement [NCLD 4.2] [NCMD 8.2] [NCBED 9.2] [CECCC1;3;6;9] [CECGC6].
· Informally assess a case study student’s reading progress using measurable evaluations [NCLD 3.1, 3.3, 3.4] [NCMD 5.1, 5.3] [NCDPIGC6:1;3][CECCC7;8] [CECGC8].
· Analyze phonological and word recognition skills from a reading assessment documenting strengths and weaknesses and with plans that support the goals and objectives for the student(s) [NCLD 7.1]  [CECCC7:8].

· Evaluate commercial materials reading program as an effective program for teaching students with reading difficulties [NCLD 9.2].

Course Requirements:
	ASSIGNMENT
	POSSIBLE PTS

	Exams (2 @ 100 points each)  Mid and Final
	200

	Sounds Check-Out
	50

	Reading Assessment/Student Assessment Data Analysis
	50 

	Evaluation of Reading Program
	50

	TOTAL 
	350


Grading Scale:

	TOTAL # of PTS
	GRADE

	350-315
	A

	314-280
	B

	279-245
	C

	244-210
	D

	209-below
	F


Descriptions of Class Assignments (SED368) 

1) Examinations: 

The exams will include short answer and essay questions from both class notes and assigned readings. (2 @ 100 points each)  
2) Sounds Check-Out:

Demonstrate mastery of letter sounds (“sounds check out”). You will have an additional opportunity to demonstrate mastery of these sounds if you are not satisfied with your first attempt. (50 points)

3) Reading Assessment and Student Analysis:
You will use the BSRA-JJ sample to demonstrate the administration, scoring and interpretation of a potential student’s present level of performance by following guidelines distributed in class—Student Assessment Data Analysis Form. (50 points).

4) Evaluation of Reading Program: 
You will be assigned to a group to complete an evaluation of a state-adopted beginning reading program following the guidelines distributed in class. (30 points)

Descriptions of Lab Assignments (SED368L) 

1)  You will correctly demonstrate the following DI Lesson Formats: sound, segmenting/blending, reading fast way, funny words, part/word, rule-based, story reading, and corrections in class.  (9 @ 10 points for a total of 90 points)  
2)   Instructional Site Lessons:  You will implement 6 instructional lessons using a Direct Instruction program. (6 @ 40 points each for a total of 240 points)  DOCUMENTATION DUE: November 12. Documentation checklist (Fidelity Form) to be completed onsite by classroom teacher and/or SED 368L Instructor.  Students are to collect forms at completion of each site lesson and turn in all six on due date.
	ASSIGNMENT
	POSSIBLE PTS

	Instructional Site Lessons 6 @ 40 points each 
	240

	DI Lesson Formats
	90

	TOTAL 
	330


Grading Scale:

	TOTAL # of PTS
	GRADE

	330-297
	A

	296-264
	B

	263-231
	C

	230-198
	D

	197 – below
	F


Additional Information:

1) Professional Quality: 

All work done outside class should be typed and of professional quality. Ten percent of the total points possible will be deducted if there are more than two errors (i.e., in grammar, spelling, or uncorrected typos). Directions should be carefully followed. If you do not understand the requirements of an assignment it is your responsibility to contact me for additional help prior to the session in which the assignment is due. I will be happy to provide oral feedback on a draft of an assignment prior to the due date if sufficient time is available for a convenient appointment to be arranged.

2) Late Assignments:

Ten percent of the total points possible will be deducted from the points earned on any assignment for each session it is late, or if it returned to you prior to grading due to a clear misunderstanding of the nature of the assignment.  An assignment is considered late if you give it to me after the dismissal of the class session in which it is due. If unsatisfied with a grade, you may redo the assignment and the new and original grade will be averaged for the final grade. However, absolutely no assignments will be accepted after the last day of class.

3) Class Attendance:



Class Attendance at every session is expected. You are allowed one absence with no penalty; however, each subsequent absence will result in the loss of 5 points from your final grade. If you encounter an emergency and cannot attend, make arrangements to have any assignments due turned in by that session (e.g., email or fax). Obtain information and handouts covered in the missed session from a classmate, as you will be held responsible for all material covered each class meeting.
4) Confidentiality:

     All identifying names and information should be omitted from written work and discussions.

5) Graduate Academic Honor Code:

Students are expected to adhere to the Honor Code as described in the UNCW Student Handbook and Code of Student Life. Violation of the Honor Code may result in a failing grade in the course. 

6)  Standards of Professional Conduct

“All students associated with the WSE, prior to and after admission to the school, must accept the responsibility for adhering to high ethical standards, as they make a commitment to serve pupils, schools, and their profession,” as outlined in the WSE Standards of Professional Conduct.  These standards incorporate: 

· Code of Ethics for North Carolina Educators

· Code of Professional Practice and Conduct for North Carolina Educators

· WSE professional expectations outlined in the Performance Evaluation

      
     Scale

· UNCW Code of Student Life
7) Disability Accommodation:

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-3746), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to me so that I can implement these accommodations.

8) Mobile phones and beepers:

All mobile phones and beepers are expected to be turned off during class unless you have an emergency situation and you have received prior permission from me.

9) TaskStream:  

The Watson School of Education requires that all education majors enrolled in methods courses maintain an active account on TaskStream, a web-based curriculum builder and portfolio toolset. You are asked to maintain that account for the duration of your program with the Watson School of Education (www.taskstream.com). Students in these courses will use TaskStream to maintain a Professional Development Portfolio. This portfolio includes evidence of your work to demonstrate progress toward meeting exit requirements and professional standards. 
	DATE
	TOPICS
	READINGS/HO
	ASSIGNMENTS/LAB

	8/20
	· Introductions
· Define D.I.

· Syllabus
	HO: Syllabus
        Reading Mastery PP 
	

	8/27

	· Special Needs Learners

· Perspectives on Reading

· NRP
· Chall’s Stages Of Reading

· Phonics Defined 
· The Great  Debate
· Phonemic Awareness

· Phonological Awareness


	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 1-2, 5-6
National Reading Panel, 2000.Report of the NRP Teaching Children to Read Summary,NIFL. (Booklet)

HO: Stages of PA Development

	Lab #1 Meeting

	9/3
	· Sounds

· Phonics 

· Key Terms

· Phonics Instruction
	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 15
Preview Words Lists Appendix A p. 353


	Lab #2  Meeting

In Class Activity: Pretest: Structure of Language 

	9/10


	· Alphabetic Principle

· Similarity of Letters

· How to Introduce Letters

· Beginning Stages of Letter Instruction

· Primary Stages of Letter Instruction
	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 7

HO:  Sounds in Names, Comparison of Sequencing 
	Lab #3 Meeting



	9/17
	· Decoding Regular Words

· Sight-Word Reading

· Irregular Words

· Common Letter Comb.

· VCe Pattern

· Common Suffix

· Multisyllabic Words
	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 8, 9,10, 16 

HO: 107 Most Freq., Schwa , Six Syllable Types 
	Lab #4 Meeting 

	9/24
	Mid-Term Exam
	
	Lab #5 Meeting



	
	
	
	

	DATE
	TOPICS
	READINGS/HO
	ASSIGNMENTS/LAB

	10/01
	Check Outs

· Sounds

· DI Formats (sound, segmenting/blending, reading fast way, funny words, part/word, rule-based, story reading, corrections)
	HO: Check Out Sheet
	Class meets w/o lab time for remainder of semester.   

Class Assignment #2: Sounds Checkout

Lab Assignment #1: Lesson Formats Checkouts

	10/08
	Check Outs, contd.

· Sounds

· DI Formats (sound, segmenting/blending, reading fast way, funny words, part/word, rule-based, story reading, corrections)
	HO: Check Out Sheet
	Contd.

Class Assignment #2: Sounds Checkout

Lab Assignment #1: Lesson Formats Checkouts

	10/15
	· Definition/Fluency

· Sounding Out Words

· Individual Checkouts/Rate and Accuracy

· Recording Errors

· Diagnosis and Remediation
	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 17,18

HO: Oral Reading Norms

Reading Rate/Acc Chart 
	

	10/22
	· Vocabulary/Explicit Instruction

· Word Meanings/Explicit Instruction

· Word-Learning Strategies
	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 20

HO: Voc. Lesson Plan 


	

	10/29
	· Definition of Comprehension

· Comprehension Strategies  
	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt 21-23

HO:  Metacognition  
	

	11/05
	· Assessment/Placement  

· Basic Skills of Reading Assessment--JJ

	Carnine/Kame’enui Chpt.25 pg. 310-315

HO: Suggested K-3 Assessments , RM I Placement Form, BSRA--JJ 
	Class Assignment #3: BSRA--JJ and Student Analysis

	11/12
	· Wireless Generation/mClass Presentation 
	WG Packet
	Lab Assign. #2 Site Lesson Documentation Due

	11/19
	· Evaluating Reading Programs 
	Core reading programs will be provided for group evaluations.
	Class Assignment #4: Evaluating a Reading Program 

	12/10
	· Final Exam
	
	



































