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Page The San Pedro Sun

April 22, 2010

Wilmington students wrap

ap their training in SP

F'or the past 38 days, students of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina have been on the is-
fand carrying out their teaching certifications
at various schools on the istand. The 17 stu-
dents have been commiscrating with fellow
tcachers, learning from them all while impart-
ing education {o the classes at the San Pedro
Iligh School, Ambergris Caye Elementary and
Isla Bonita Efementary.

"I'hroughout the weeks that they have been
on the island, the exchange has been grand. :
Both Belizean and American teachers have beenableto  (eacher, “we have gone back to bare bones teach-  cation faculty member, Wilmington teachers have
lecarn from each other. Classrooms in the United States  ing, We have had to learn how to be creative cspe-  learncd much about the country and its people by
arc diffcrent than classrooms in San Pedro Town, andas  cially since the schools here do not have the access  the students that they have taught here on the is-
such, North Carolina student teachers have had to adapt.  to equipment the way we do back home.” land. “The access to the environment is fantastic
“Weve learned to give better direction,” commenteda  According to Dennis Kubasko, secondary edu-  here in Belize. We see the student’s love for the
; ; o = ' % cnvironment, the passion that they posscss for the
reefand the pride that they have. They are knowl-
edgeable about their environment, too.”
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edgeable about thewr environment, too, ™

However, it is the teachers” hopes that not only
will they take with them training and lessons but friend-
ships, as well. According to Principal of San Pedro
High School Emil Vasquez, it has been a great expe-
rience and not only have the teachers arrived at a
time when the school needed them the most but he
knows that the friendships formed will last a lifetime.
Notonly are the teachers forming fricndships but the
Class ol 3A atthe High School has had the opportu-
ity to carry out a cultural exchange between the stu-
dents here and the stadents i Wilmington. 1t is their
hope that the hiph school students will continue inter-
acting, and learuimg, from cach other even atier the
teachers have returned home (o the United States.

Wilmington and San Pedro enjoy a sister city re-
lationship which has proven beneficial to those in-
volved. Kubasko also brought with him donations
for the San Pedro Roman Catholic School in the sum
of $500 and the San Pedro High School in the sum
of $1,000, as well as a digital camera. Through
lundraising ctlorts which took place in Wilmington,
the schools received the donations which will help
support the education program and not to go directly
to salarics. The Sister Clities Association, which made
it all possible, works to develop international educa-
tional, arts, culturc and cconomic exchanges.

With the success the program has had for the
past two ycars, Kubasko says that there will defi-
nitely be a third year of the program. Protessor Su-
san Catapano, also joining the group, is currently plan-
ning a workshop for San Pedro schoolteachers which
will help them grow in their profession.

g Botmg 00 .





