Teaching From Textbooks
Content-type textbooks (history, civics, science, literature) are NOT likely to state terminal objectives for each chapter and for each section in chapters.

That is, they will not state what facts (e.g., dates, the atomic number of Oxygen), concepts (vocabulary), connections (e.g. (statements about how one variable changes another), theories, or routines (e.g., solving problems) that students are supposed to learn.  Instead this knowledge is embedded in the narrative.
These textbooks may not even tell you what facts, concepts, etc., you should stress in each section and chapter.

Some materials that teach tool skills---materials such as Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons, or Saxon Math, or Reading Mastery (see the website http://people.uncw.edu/kozloffm/Sites%20you%20need%20to%20use.doc
do this for you.  Textbooks that teach content knowledge (literature, history, science) usually don’t.

Therefore, YOU have to do it.

Or else, you will not know WHAT to teach and how to ASSESS what your students are learning.

How to do it.
Easy as pie.

[Is pie really easy? I don’t know.]

1.   Skim the chapter you will soon be teaching.  Find and identify the important knowledge in it---the facts, concepts, statements of how things are connected, routines/procedures, etc.

2.  Read each section of the chapter more carefully and identify more of the important information students need to learn. See where it is all heading.  Is there a big finish?  For example, do students finally do some kind of project or see a big picture such as the history of the Persian Wars?  http://people.uncw.edu/kozloffm/persian1.ppt
Underline the knowledge (vocabulary, facts, descriptions, etc.) in the text and make lists of things (and notes) to teach (and where they are in the text).

3.  Then, for each section in a chapter, write a set of objectives---what students will do at the end of the section.

For example, 

· Students will define in writing ten vocabulary words: city-state, democracy, representative democracy, aristocracy, monarchy, oligarchy, panoply, phalanx, strategos (general), hegemon (ruler).
· Students will be given examples of each kind of political system, and will correctly identify 9 out of 10, and state the definition used to make 
the decision.

· Students will invent examples of each kind of political system.  Examples will include all of the main features.
· Students will summarize in six or more sentences the theory that explains the transformation of aristocracy into monarchy into democracy into oligarchy.

4.  Then, looking at the objectives for each section, develop terminal objectives for the whole chapter that integrates most of what was taught in the sections. For example,


Students will write a four page essay that describes the transformation of the political systems in the societies studied in this chapter.  They 
will identify and describe the workings of each political system and the process (e.g., revolution of technology, civil war) by which it was 
transformed into the next form.

How to teach the content.
Simple.

Even a toddler can do it.
1.  Know exactly what portion of text you will cover each day.

2.  Know exactly what content you will teach---what facts (e.g., dates, places), lists (e.g., sequences of events), connections (e.g., how one set of events caused change in another set), or routines (e.g., how to analyze a document).

3.  Make guided notes for each day.   Or, put the outline on the board and have students use the outline to take notes. The notes list each thing (above) you will teach and give space for students to write what you say or what they read.


Facts about early Greek history.


Facts about the geography of Asia Minor (Greece and Persia).


Routine for calculating distances on maps.


Definitions of monarchy, aristocracy, democracy…..


Facts about Persian society.


Facts about Greek city states.  



Agriculture



Kingships  



Tribe and family.



Values and virtues




Examine memorials and poetry



http://www.uncw.edu/people/kozloffm/The%20Persian%20Wars.doc


Roles of male and female



Panoply—weapons and armor



Warfare---phalanx combat, naval.



Descriptions of Sparta and Athens.



The first Persian invasion and the Battle at Marathon




Dates




The path Darius the Persian king took.




Numbers on each side




List of Greek city states that fought.




The Battle:  tactics and outcome



The second Persian invasion and the Battles at Thermopylae, Salamis, and Plataea.

More examples of guided notes.
http://people.uncw.edu/kozloffm/guidednoteshistorycourse.doc
http://people.uncw.edu/kozloffm/civilwarunitnotesonbattles.doc
4.  Three ways to present the information.
a.  Short lecture.  For instance, you are teaching a new vocabulary word (concept).  Present information using the general procedure for teaching: gain attention, frame, model, lead (maybe), immediate check to see if they got it, error correction, more examples (e.g., when teaching a definition or theory), and then a test to see if they GOT all the examples.


Now you’ll learn about the weapons and armor in the Greek panoply.  First, the helmet (show slide)… The helmet was made of… It covered… 
Next, the corselet (slide)…

Don’t go on until all students answer questions about what you just taught!
b.  Present information using Powerpoint, with text and pictures.  For example, if you are defining Greek democracy, have slides of the Parthenon.

c. Have students read portions of text.  Use the procedures in 100 Easy Lessons, on comprehension.


(1) They read the text out loud.  You make sure they say every word correctly and you make sure to define words as needed.  “Unalienable 
right ” means it can’t be taken way.  It is PART of being a human being.”


If a student misreads a word, correct it.


“That word is panoply.  What word?.... Spell panoply…. What word?....Start the sentence over.”


(2) Then they read the text again.  Either give them ahead of time questions that you will ask.  

“Read the next two paragraphs.  When you are done, I will ask you to describe the Battles at Marathon, Thermopylae, and Salamis.”


Or, have them read the text again, and THEN ask these questions.

Remember, this information (e.g., the battles) is already NOTED on the guided notes.

Then review what was covered.

Note:  Powerpoint can be used during both lecture and students reading.

5.  Next lessons, REVIEW (to build retention).  Ask students to apply knowledge to new examples, to build generalization.  “What battle tactics do you think the Greeks used at Thermopylae?  [phalanx.]  How do you know?”  And work on fluency.  For example, go through lists of vocabulary words fast, and have students spell and define.
Remember to SUPPLEMENT materials, based on what YOU know is important (the REAL history of Islam, not what the pc/cowardly/dhimmi media LETS you know?), what the state Standard course of study requires, research, and the opinions of experts.
For example, the scoc says that you should teach about Greek democracy.  But the textbook has almost nothing on the Persian Wars.  This was one of the most important events in the history of democracy and freedom.  So, Google Persian Wars; get a selection of materials (see guided notes above), and design instruction on it.

That’s all there is.
