Grouping, Scheduling, and Placement

Why Use Homogeneous Grouping?

· Allows efficient use of teacher time.  Teacher does not have to spend more time with children who need more help than the rest.

· Assists teacher in bringing students to mastery at each step.

· Provides more flexibility for scheduling and placement.  Students can easily be moved to groups that are suited to their strengths.

· Allows teaching to the performance pace appropriate for each group.

· Instruction can be adjusted to the ability level of the group.

· Individualization is possible within the group of students.  The smaller range of differences among the students means smaller differences in instructional methods from student to student.

Grouping and Placement Considerations

· Grouping is organized by similar student skill abilities.

· The number of groups to be taught is determined by


* Programs to be taught.


* Time available for each teacher and class.


* The number of personel available for teaching.

· Lowest performing students should be in the smallest group.

· Lowest group should have the maximum instruction time.

· All groups need to be taught daily

· Groupings are always tentative


* Students acquire skills at different rates.


* Keep groups flexible and be ready to change placements.


* Base regrouping on student performance.


[From Mary Gleason.  "Advanced DI delivery techniques."  25th Annual National


Direct Instruction Conference and Institutes.  Eugene, OR.  July, 1999.]



