Assessment of Knowledge of

Assessing and Improving Curriculum Materials
Here’s your task.  It’s going to make you very smart.

1.  
Get two sets of curriculum materials used in schools: 

a.  One set that is organized into lessons; for example, materials that 
teach beginning reading, spelling, arithmetic, or foreign language.


b.
One that is a textbook; for example, in science, social studies, 
literature, or history.  You can get materials from school libraries.  You 
might borrow them from students in school.

2.
Review the following documents:


a.
“Designing Instruction: Curriculum Standards.”


b.
“Designing Instruction: Forms of Knowledge.”


c.
“Designing Instruction: Phases of Mastery.”


d.
“Designing Instruction: Instructional Objectives.”


e. 
“Designing Instruction: Selecting and Using Examples During 
Instruction and Assessment.”
3.  
As we discuss each feature of curriculum materials, use the above-named readings to: (a) examine the two sets of materials (lesson-based and textbook); (b) evaluate the materials on each feature; and (c) suggest specific improvements.  A format for doing this is at the end of this document.

Assessing and Improving Curriculum Materials:

Lesson-based Materials or Programs, and Textbooks
	Features
	Evaluation.  Well-designed or Poorly-designed.  Explain.
	Suggestions for Improvement.  Be specific.

	1.  Curriculum materials (lesson-based programs and textbooks) should teach knowledge systems.

	
	

	2.  Well-designed materials provide a comprehensive and varied sample of knowledge (e.g., equations to solve, poems to analyze, words to decode). 
 
	
	

	3.  Well-designed curriculum materials have scope and sequence charts (or at least subject matter outlines) showing how knowledge is organized—what is covered, and when.  

	
	

	4.  In well-designed materials, lessons, units (sequences of lessons), or textbook chapters are built consistently from knowledge items selected from strands (groups of knowledge).  

	
	

	5.  In well-designed materials, lessons, units (sequences of lessons), or textbook chapters focus  instruction on specific objectives—what students will do.  

	
	

	6.  Well-designed materials teach knowledge items in a logical sequence.  They 

a.  Teach elements or parts (necessary pre-skills and background knowledge) before teaching new material that requires skill with the parts.

b.  Teach pre-skills and background knowledge early enough and continually, so that students are firm.

c.  Teach what is more general and more frequent before what is irregular or uncommon.

d.  Separate instruction on similar and confusing knowledge items.

e.  Teach what is more useful before what is less useful.  
	   
	

	7.  In well-designed materials, lessons (math, writing, spelling, reading, or foreign language programs) or chapters (history or science textbooks) are a series of smaller, knowledge-rich units (chunks), such as tasks, exercises, or paragraphs.
Each chunk serves a clear instructional function: 
a.  Teach something new (facts, concepts, rules, theories, cognitive routines).

b.  Summarize.

c.  Review and probes/tests.

d.  Expand---add more to existing facts, examples, concepts.

e. Generalize to new examples.  

	
	

	8.  Well-designed materials (either lesson-based programs or textbooks) teach new knowledge in a systematic and explicit (focused) way: gain attention, frame task, model, lead, test/check; correct errors; more examples; delayed acquisition test; review.


	
	

	9.  Well-designed curriculum materials adequately cover (teach, assess) all phases of mastery.  

	
	

	10.  Well-designed curriculum materials provide “mediated scaffolding”; i.e., various kinds of assistance to help students to acquire, organize, retrieve, and apply knowledge.  
Examples are lesson outlines, guided notes, concept/proposition maps.

	
	

	11.  Well-designed curriculum materials provide guidelines for deciding when students’ performance on assessment means that they are firm and can move ahead; need firming on certain knowledge; need reteaching; or need intensive instruction.  Materials also provide plans and procedures for such remediation.
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