                                                           The Pillar of Piffle
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	( “Progressive” Flapdoodle  [“Open wide!  Hold your nose.  Swallow whole.”  Yum yum]
1.   Empty words--“authentic,” ”wholistic,” “best practices,” “developmentally appropriate,” “construct knowledge.”
2.  Airy mandates---(1) “Be a facilitator, a guide on the side.” (2) “Don’t use commercial  programs; create your own materials.”  (3) “Let students guide their own learning.”  (4) “Students must discover knowledge.”  [Yeah,. Right!]
( Fads, bizarre ideas, methods that don’t work.

(1) “Children should guess (predict) what words say using context cues.” 
(2) “Adapt instruction to students’ learning styles.”   (3) “Assess students’ proficiency with portfolios, not tests and objective data.”

( A solid body of knowledge of learning and teaching whose threads---(1) how to teach different kinds of knowledge; (2) how to help students to apply knowledge; (3) how to build fluency and retention; (4) how to communicate clearly---is at least 5000 years old.  Hindus and Buddhists, Greeks, Romans, Medieval scholars, Renaissance, 17-19th century scientific philosophy (Hobbes, Hume, Locke, Mill), 150 years of experimental psychology.
The field is dominated by “progressive” flapdoodle because: (1) as a nation, we have become simple-minded, dreamy, nonlogical, guided by feelings; (2) “progressive” methods appeal to feelings; (3)  ed professors need to invent new ideas and “practices” or else they have nothing to sell; (4) there is almost no accountability.




