Evaluating a Lesson,
Based on “Assessing and Improving Curriculum Materials”
5.  In well-designed materials, lessons, units (sequences of lessons), or textbook chapters are built consistently from knowledge items selected from important strands (groups of knowledge).  For example, each lesson or unit includes new vocabulary, big ideas, important facts.

Does this lesson do this? Explain.
6.  Well-designed materials, lessons, units (sequences of lessons), or textbook chapters state and focus  instruction on specific objectives—what students will do.  
Instructional Objectives



Does this lesson do this?  Explain.
8.  Well-designed materials, lessons (math, writing, spelling, reading, or foreign language programs) or chapters (history or science textbooks) are a series of smaller, knowledge-rich units (chunks), such as tasks, exercises, or paragraphs.  [No filler and pc baloney.]
Each chunk serves a clear instructional function.  Ask, “What is THIS section supposed to do?  It better:
a.  Teach something new (facts, concepts, rules, theories, cognitive routines).

b.  Summarize.
c.  Build fluency.
d.  Review and probes/tests (retention).
e.  Expand---add more to existing facts, examples, concepts.

f. Generalize knowledge to new examples.  
g.  Strategically integrate---combine information into a larger whole, such as an explanatory essay, or a research project.
Does this lesson do this?  Explain.
9.  Well-designed materials (either lesson-based programs or textbooks) teach new knowledge (acquisition phase) in a systematic and explicit (focused) way: 
a.  Review and firm prior knowledge, or pre-skills.
b.  Regarding new knowledge, gain attention, frame new task, model, lead, test/check, verification; correct errors; more examples; delayed acquisition test.

[Procedures appropriate for each form of knowledge (fact, list, sensory concept, higher-order concept, rule, routine) are used.]

Procedures appropriate for each form of knowledge (fact, list, sensory concept, higher-order concept, rule, routine) are used.]
Forms of Knowledge
Procedures for teaching the four forms of knowledge
c.  Review and firm.

Does this lesson do this?  Explain.
10.  Well-designed curriculum materials adequately cover (teach, assess) all phases of mastery:  acquisition (see #9), fluency, generalization, retention.

For each phase, there are stated objectives, instructional procedures, assessment of progress, and suggested remediation (if too little progress) based on assessment data

Phases of Mastery
Phases of Mastery Table
Does this lesson do this?  Explain.
11.  Well-designed curriculum materials provide scaffolding; i.e., various kinds of assistance to help teachers communicate information, and to help students acquire, organize, retrieve, and apply information/knowledge.  

Examples are stated objectives, big ideas, advance organizers (lesson and unit outlines, guided notes, concept/proposition maps, reminders), summaries, glossaries, wait (or think) time.

Big ideas
Advance organizers





Does this lesson do this?  Explain.
12.  Well-designed curriculum materials provide guidelines for deciding when students’ performance on assessment means that they are firm and can move ahead; need firming on certain knowledge; need reteaching; or need intensive instruction.  Materials also provide plans and procedures for such remediation.

Four-Level Procedure for Remediation
Does this lesson do this?  Explain.
