Assessment of 

Designing Instruction  Curriculum Standards

Here are two assessments.  One on improper and proper wording, and another on developing new curriculum standards.

Assessment on Proper and Improper Wording

Remember the guidelines:
1.
The standard states observable behavior---something students do.

2.
The statement of what students do is an example of the object; e.g., knowledge of  ( simple addition and subtraction; events leading up to ( the Second World War.

3.
The words have common meaning.  

Following are standards that are NOT concrete and clear.  State the weaknesses in each one.  Then write improved standards in the right hand column, and state how it is improved.

A passing grade is given for 7 out of 10 satisfactory answers.
Not Concrete and Clear


Concrete and Clear

1. Students demonstrate conceptual 

understanding of the meaning of the 

basic arithmetic operations.
2. Students communicate scientific 

procedures.
3. Students recognize that behavior 

patterns of a species have adaptive 
value.
4. Students apply comprehension 
strategies to written texts.
5. Students examine cause and effect 
relationships in literature.
6. Students recognize different genres 
and texts.
7. Students transfer math strategies to 
similar problems.

8. Students demonstrate knowledge of 
correct spelling.

9. Students know important vocabulary

words in the study of theater.

10.  Students effectively utilize

mathematics problem solving

strategies.
-------------------------------------------------------
Assessment on Developing New Curriculum Standards
Following is part of a state standard course of study in beginning reading.  Please read them. 
Competency
Goal 1. The learner will develop and apply enabling strategies and skills to read and write.   
1.01 Develop phonemic awareness and demonstrate knowledge of alphabetic principle: 

· count syllables in a word.

· blend the phonemes of one-syllable words.

· segment the phonemes of one-syllable words.

· change the beginning, middle, and ending sounds to produce new words.

· create and state a series of rhyming words that may include consonant blends (e.g., flag, brag).
1.02 Demonstrate decoding and word recognition strategies and skills: 

· generate the sounds from all the letters and appropriate letter patterns which should include consonant blends and long and short vowel patterns.

· use phonics knowledge of sound-letter relationships to decode regular one-syllable words when reading words and text.

· recognize many high frequency and/or common irregularly spelled words in text (e.g., have said, where, two).

· read compound words and contractions.

· read inflectional forms (e.g., -s, -ed, -ing) and root words (e.g., looks, looked, looking).

· read appropriate word families.

1.03 Use pronunciation, sentence meaning, story meaning, and syntax to confirm accurate decoding or to self-correct errors.

1.04 Self-monitor decoding by using one or two decoding strategies (e.g., beginning letters, rimes, length of word, ending letters).

1.05 Increase vocabulary, concepts, and reading stamina by reading self- selected texts independently for 15 minutes daily. Self-selected texts should be consistent with the student's independent reading level.

----------------------------------------------------------

Did you see anything there about reading accurately and quickly (fluency)?  And yet fluency is one of the five basic reading skills!  No.  So, unless teachers know the scientific research on beginning reading, they won’t be working on fluency.  This means that their students are NOT likely to become fluent readers. Even are fourth grade,, their formers students will still be plodding along---reading so slowly that they don’t know what the text is saying (poor comprehension).

But here is some research on fluency.  YOUR job is to USE that research (below) to develop several fluency standards for a standard course of study.
----------------------------------------------------
Recent Scientific Research on Fluency
Boldface has been added for emphasis.

[Comments are in brackets.]

Small portions have been deleted.
What is Fluency? http://reading.uoregon.edu/flu/flu_what.php 
Fluency (automaticity) is reading words with no noticeable cognitive or mental effort. It is having mastered word recognition skills to the point of overlearning. Fundamental skills are so "automatic" that they do not require conscious attention. 

Examples of automaticity: 

· shifting gears on a car

· playing a musical instrument

· playing a sport (serving a tennis ball)

Point to Remember:

Fluency is not an end in itself but a critical gateway to comprehension. Fluent reading frees resources to process meaning. 

For students to develop fluency, they must: 

· perform the task or demonstrate the skill accurately, and 

· perform the preskills of the task quickly and effortlessly.

Once accurate, fluency develops through plentiful opportunities for practice in which the task can be performed with a high rate of success.


Definitions

· Automaticity: The ability to translate letters-to-sounds-to-words fluently, effortlessly. LaBerge and Samuels (1974; see References) described the fluent reader as "one whose decoding processes are automatic, requiring no conscious attention" (e.g., Juel, 1991; see References). Such capacity then enables readers to allocate their attention to the comprehension and meaning of the text. 

· Fluency: The combination of accuracy and fluency. Fluency in oral reading includes additional dimensions involving the "quality" of oral reading including intonation and expression. 

· Passage Reading: Structured activity in which students can read stories or connected text designed to provide practice and application of decoding and comprehension skills. Passage reading provides students the practice to become accurate and fluent. 


Kinds of Fluency   [Hint hint!!]
1. Identify letter-sound correspondences [m says mmm; s says sss] accurately and quickly. Letter-Sound Fluency http://reading.uoregon.edu/flu/flu_skills_lsf.php 
  

2.  Regular Word Reading   http://reading.uoregon.edu/au/au_what_rwr.php 

Beginning decoding ("phonological recoding") is the ability to:

· read from left to right, simple, unfamiliar regular words. 

· generate the sounds for all letters. 

· blend sounds into recognizable words.

3.  Irregular Word Fluency 


  http://reading.uoregon.edu/flu/flu_skills_iwf.php 

[‘Sad,” “run,” and “fan” are regular words.  “Said,” “was,” “night,” and “the” are irregular words.  You can’t sound them out the usual way.]

4.
Oral Reading Fluency

How to Develop Oral Word Reading Fluency: Mediated Scaffolding and Review

1. Identify passages students can read with 90-95% accuracy. 

2. Ensure that students can read 30-40 wcpm.

3. Schedule repeated opportunities for the reader to hear and/or practice the passages. 

4. Aim to reduce the time and number of errors. 

5. Incorporate reading with expression once students can read 60 wcpm. 

6. Gradually shift from oral to silent reading. 


http://reading.uoregon.edu/flu/flu_what_2.php 

[There are different benchmark fluencies (correct words read per 
minute) different grade levels.  
http://reading.uoregon.edu/flu/flu_benchmarks.php ]
Your turn!

Write four fluency standards. Remember the guidelines.
1.
The standard states observable behavior---something students do.

2.
The statement of what students do is an example of the object; e.g., knowledge of  ( simple addition and subtraction; events leading up to ( the Second World War.

3.
The words have common meaning.  

1.  Students

2.  Students

3.  Students

4.  Students
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