Biology 603






Biochemical Adaptation
MEETINGS:

Thursday, 3:30 – 5:20 PM, Dobo 131
INSTRUCTOR: 

Dr. Kinsey, Office: Dobo 219A, Lab: Dobo 219
OFFICE HOURS:
Drop-ins are welcome, also by appointment

OFFICE PHONE:
962-7398

E-MAIL:

kinseys@uncw.edu
Course Goals:

The course is designed to provide you with a general background in the manner in which organisms adapt to environmental features of the marine environment, as well as some of the unique aspects of marine organisms in general.  Learning to critically evaluate the primary literature and the honing of written and oral communication skills are also central objectives of the course. 

Course Format:
Lecture Notes:  I will give a series of lectures to provide background information on some fundamental aspects of biochemical adaptation in marine organisms.  This should be an interactive process with lots of discussion.  Associated with each lecture will be the discussion of a paper from the literature selected by students and distributed the week before the discussion.
Written/Oral Assignments:  Each student will present one or more class lectures on a topic of their choice, followed by a discussion of a paper selected by that student.  The week before the lecture, all students will submit a written summary of the paper to be discussed.  
Exams:  A mid-term and final exam will cover the material in class (my lectures, student lectures, including primary literature where appropriate).   

Grading:
A 10 point system will be used: 100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, < 59=F.  Grades will be based on 3 equally weighted components: (1) exams, (2) written summaries/oral presentations, and (3) participation in discussions.  
Tentative Schedule: The topics covered and exam dates are subject to change.  
	Date
	Topic
	Presenter
	Paper
	Assignment

	1/10
	Class organization
	Kinsey
	
	

	1/17
	Temperature
	Kinsey
	Kinsey
	

	1/24
	Temperature
	Kinsey
	
	

	1/31
	Pressure
	Kinsey
	
	

	2/7
	Light
	Kinsey
	
	

	2/14
	
	
	
	Summary due

	2/21 
	
	
	
	Summary due

	2/28  Exam 1 (take home)
	
	
	
	Summary due

	3/6
	Spring break – no class
	
	
	

	3/13
	Salinity 
	Kinsey
	
	

	3/20
	Holiday - no class
	
	
	

	3/27
	Hypoxia
	Kinsey
	
	

	4/3
	
	
	
	Summary due

	4/10
	
	
	
	Summary due

	4/17
	
	
	
	Summary due

	4/24  Exam 2 (take home)
	Hydrothermal vents
	Kinsey
	
	


I am happy to make accommodations to those students with disabilities.  Students should first contact the Office of Disability Services in Westside Hall (3746).  After obtaining your referral from the Office of Disability Services, please contact the faculty in your course.  The Department of Biology and Marine Biology strongly supports the academic honor code as stated in “The Student Handbook and Code of Student Life” and will not tolerate academic dishonesty.

