
JAPANESE  
EDUCATION

Yoko Kano
UNC-Wilmington



AGE AND SCHOOL YEARS

More details at
http://www.criced.tsukuba.ac.jp/keiei/kyozai_ppe_f1.html

http://www.criced.tsukuba.ac.jp/keiei/kyozai_ppe_f1.html


SCHOOL YEAR
 http://www.sira.or.jp/english/school/01.html

http://www.sira.or.jp/english/school/01.html


SCHOOL HOURS

 http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/archives/news/98-2/hikaku.html

 School hours:  Japanese fourth graders lasts between 3 hours 45 minutes 
and 4-and-a-half hours while Americans spend 5-and-a-half hours at 
school. (US 5.5 x 180 = 990 hours,  JPN 4.5 x 220 = 990 hours)

 School days: 220 school days in japan vs 180 days in US

 12 weeks of holidays a year, in Japan almost a month less than American 
students.

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/archives/news/98-2/hikaku.html


A DAY AT SCHOOLS

 a day at elementary school  

http://www.sira.or.jp/english/school/02.html

 Daily Life in Japanese High Schools (SPICE)

http://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/docs/daily_life_in_japanese_high_schools

 Juku (after-school cram schools) New York Times
Juku: an unnecessary evil or vital steppingstone to success?

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/community/2013/03/05/issues/juku-an-
unnecessary-evil-or-vital-steppingstone-to-success/#.VEEs12ddWSo

http://www.sira.or.jp/english/school/02.html
http://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/docs/daily_life_in_japanese_high_schools
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/community/2013/03/05/issues/juku-an-unnecessary-evil-or-vital-steppingstone-to-success/#.VEEs12ddWSo


SCHOOL SCHEDULE



AN AVERAGE SCHEDULE DAY
 8:25 a.m. – Homeroom

8:40 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. – 1st period
9:40 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. – 2nd period
10:40 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – 3rd period
11:45 a.m. – 12:35 p.m. – 4th period
12:35 p.m. – 1:10 p.m. – Lunch
1:10 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. – 5th period


2:10 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – 6th period


3:10 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. – 7th period
4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. – Cleaning time
4:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Homeroom
4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Club activities

Elementary schools has 
up to 5th (1st, 2nd, & 3rd

grades) or 6th period.  No 
club activities.

The lower elementary 
students may have 6th

periods for special event 
once a week.

At elementary school, 
cleaning often happen 
after they eat lunch.



COMMUTING TO SCHOOL



COMMUTING TO SCHOOL





SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
(MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS)



GYM CLOTHES



TEACHERS' DUTIES

 In high school, teachers' regular teaching duties average about 15 hours 
per week.

 About 40 percent of all teachers are assigned homeroom advisor 
responsibilities.

 The homeroom advisor for each group of students plays an important 
role in providing individual guidance on the selection of higher 
education institutions and counseling students with personal, social, or 
delinquency problems.

 Club advisors



HOME VISITS



CLEANING
NCTA TOUR TO JAPAN 2014



NCTA TOUR TO JAPAN 2014



AFTER SCHOOL CARE (GAKUDO HOIKU)



JUKU



CLUB ACTIVITIES



TEACHER’S ROOM



TEACHER PAY (SAMPLE)
 Sample pay scale of teachers (Kanagawa Prefecture next to Tokyo)

http://www.pref.kanagawa.jp/uploaded/attachment/372556.pdf

Elementary school teacher’s (with 4-year college degree) first pay annual 
pay around  (¥3,300,000 yen = $33,000) which is about $2000 a month 
and 4.5 months worth bonus per year.  Pay will be increased every year by 
about $100 a month. By the age 35, the pay will be increased to $ 50,000 -
$60,000.  

 To become a principle, at least 24 – 25 years after 4-year college.

 They have to go to work during student breaks such as summer, spring, 
and winter breaks except national holidays.  

 It is said that teachers are paid 2% more than an average state 
employees while a police is paid about 18%.  

http://www.pref.kanagawa.jp/uploaded/attachment/372556.pdf
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