
Congress 
 

Article I 
 
All Leg.  Power: House (nos.  of people)   Senate (sts=) 
     435/2 years     100/6 years 
 
Powers: 
 A enumerated (tax, spend, regulate commerce, declare war) 
 B implied (necessary and proper clause) national banks 
 C inherent (foreign affairs) 
 
Functions:  

lawmaking, constituents services, representation interests, oversight, education, 
conflict resolution 

 
 

Difference Between House and Senate 

HOUSE 
 
Member chosen by local district 
terms:   2 years 
Impeach (indict) federal officials 
Size:   435 
Formal complex rules of procedures 
(Rules Com.) 
Limited debate 
Originates tax and spend bills 

SENATE 
 
Member chosen by whole state  
Term:   6 years 
May convict on impeachments 
Size:   100 
Fewer rules of procedure 
Unlimited debate 
Advise and consent to Pres. 
(appoint) 
  

  
Committee System (see separate handout) 
 
 

How A Bill Becomes Law 
 
   Committee Action    Floor Action  Enactment 
 
Introduction →→        House Debate, 

    pass   
 
House  →→  House Committee   
 
Generally bill  →→  Hearings, for passage →→    Conference    H&S     Pres 
begins as similar                   Committee →→ approve →→    signs 
proposal in both                    compromise   comprom. 
 
Senate  →→  Senate Committee →→  Senate Debate Pass 



 
http://www.house.gov 
 
http://congress.org/ 
 
http://www.house.gov/ 
 
http://www.capweb.net/classic/index.morph 
 
http://www.rollcall.com/ 
 
http://www.heritage.org/congress/ 
 
http://www.democrats.org/index.html 
 
http://republican.org/index.html 
 
http://www.//thomas.loc.gov./home/thomas2.html 
 
http://www.state.gov 
 
http://www.capweb.net/classic/index.morph 
 
http://www.rollcall.com 
 
http://www.heritage.org/congress/ 
 
http://www.democrats.org/index.html 
 


