In Congress, July 4, 1776

A DECLARATION
By the REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

In GENERAL CONGRESS assembled.

WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the
Politica bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth,
the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitles them, a decent
Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel themtothe

Separation.

We hold these Truths to be sdf-evident, that dl Menare created equd, thet they are endowed by
their Creator with certain undienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness- That to secure these rights, Governments are ingtituted among Men, deriving their just Powers
fromthe Consent of the governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these
Government, laying its Foundation on Such Principles, and Governments long established should not be
changed for light and trangent Causes, and accordingly al Experience hath shewn, that to right themselves
by abalishing the Forms to whichthey are accustomed. But when along Train of Abusesand Usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same Object, evincesaDesign to reduce themunder absolute Despotism, it isther
Right, it istheir Duty, to throw off suchgovernment, and to provide new Guards for their future Security.
Such has been the patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the Necessity which condrains
them to dter their former Systems of Government.
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We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in Genera Congress,
Assembled, gppedling to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of our intentions, do, the
Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly Publish and Declare, that these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, thet they are
absolved from dl Allegiance to the State of Grest Britain, is and ought to be totaly dissolved; and that as
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have ful power to levy War, conclude peace, contract
Alliances, establishcommerce, and to do dl other Actsand ThingswhichINDEPENDENT STATES may
of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection of divine
Providence, we mutudly pledge to each other our lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.



FROM LOCKE'S
SECOND TREATISE
OF GOVERNMENT

FROM THE
DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE

Man being born, as has been proved with atitle
to perfect freedom and an uncontrolled
enjoyment of dl therights and privileges of the
law of nature, equdly with any other man, or
number of men in the world, hath by nature a
power ... To preserve his property, that |, his
life, liberty and edtate ...

We hold these truths to be sdlf-evident, that al
men are created equal; that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain indienable rights;
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.

That to secure theserights

men unitsinto societies that they may have the
united strength of the whole society to secure
and defend their properties ...

That to secure these rights, governments are
indtituted among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed.

Whensoever therefore the legidative shall
...endeavor to grasp themsealves, or put power
over thelives, liberties, and edtates of the
people, by this breach of trust they forfeit the
power the people had put into their hands for
quite contrary ends, and it devolvesto the
people who have aright to resume their origind
liberty, and by the establishment of anew
legidative (such asthey shdl think fit), provide
for their own safety and security ...

that whenever any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it istheright of the
people to ater or to abolish it, and to inditute a
new government, laying its foundation on such
principles, and organizing its powersin such
form asto them shdl seem mogt likely to effect
their safety and happiness.

Great migakesin the ruling part, many wrong
and inconvenient laws, and dl the dips of human
frailty will be borne by the people without mutiny
or murmur. But if along train of abuses,
prevarications, and artifices, dl tending the same
way, make the design visible to the people, and
they cannot but fed what they lie under, and see
whither they are going, tisnot to be wondered
that they should then rouse themselves, and
endeavor to put the rule into such hands which
government was at first erected ...

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments
long established should not be changed for light
and trangent causes; and according all
experience hath shown, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed. But when along
train of abuses and usurpation, pursuing
invariably the same object, evinces adesign to
reduce them under absolute despotism, it isthelr
right, it isther duty, to thrown off such
government, and to provide new guards for their
further security.




