			                   MAT 542:  Modern Algebra II 
			             Spring 2010, MW 2:00-3:15PM, BR 164

Instructor:  Dr. Dijana Jakelić
Office:  Bear Hall 215     Office Hours:  MW 3:30-4:30PM, T 2:30-4:30PM   Office Phone: 962-2037          
e-mail:  jakelicd@uncw.edu    Websites: http://people.uncw.edu/jakelicd, http://ncvista.blackboard.com 
          
Text: D. Dummit and R. Foote, Abstract Algebra (3rd edition), Wiley, 2004.

Course Description: This is the second semester course in a two-semester sequence covering the fundamental concepts of modern algebra including special topics in group theory and introduction to rings, fields, and module theory. A great deal of attention will be placed on the correct usage of the language of mathematics and writing proofs. 

Exams: There will be two in-class midterm exams and a comprehensive final exam. The exams will stress definitions, theorems, examples, proofs, and problems similar to your homework assignments.
The final exam will be given on the date and at the time that is officially assigned – April 28 (Wednesday), 3-6PM. Please mark your calendars now and make sure that you are available to take the exam at the scheduled time. If you have any time conflict, make sure to let me know prior to January 15. 

Homework is essential for learning the course material. It will be assigned and collected regularly. Please make sure to do it in a timely manner, i.e., as soon as the problems are assigned. Late homework may be accepted at most one time. The lowest homework score will be dropped to allow for illness or other personal concerns. 

Attendance:  Regular and punctual attendance is expected and required. If you must miss a lecture, it is your responsibility to find out everything that happened the day you missed, whether from another student or from me. That includes both the lecture material and possible administrative matters. 

Grading Policy:  Your course grade will be based on homework (25%), two midterm exams (25% each), and the final exam (25%). A plus or minus may be used as a possible course grade modifier influenced by your performance throughout the semester, proximity to a grade borderline, class participation and effort.

Academic Honor Code:  Complete academic honesty is expected from all students in accordance with the UNCW Student Handbook and Code of Student Life.

Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability and need reasonable accommodation in this course, you should inform the instructor of this fact in writing within the first week of class or as soon as possible. If you have not already done so, you must register with the Office of Disability Services in Westside Hall (extension 3746) and obtain a copy of your Accommodation Letter. You should then meet with your instructor to make mutually agreeable arrangements based on the recommendations of the Accommodation Letter. 

Study Hints: To do well in this course it is essential to study and work out the homework problems on a regular basis, that is, to develop a routine. Regular attendance and taking notes are necessary for success. The lectures may or may not follow the presentation in the textbook. After each lecture, read the corresponding section from your notes and the book before you start doing the homework problems. You may also find it useful to peruse each section before it is discussed in class. Make sure to pay attention to the correct usage of the language of mathematics while both reading and writing. You are encouraged to check your solutions with others and to discuss difficult problems, but it is imperative that you first attempt to do all of the problems on your own. Before each class time spend at least 5-10 minutes reviewing the concepts covered in the previous lectures. Take advantage of my office hours. Please do not hesitate to ask for help as soon as you encounter difficulties in understanding the material. Also, feel free to talk to me about any course-related concerns or suggestions you may have.

Good luck!
