Golfer’s fight'hits Supreme
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The question of
allowing carts
to be used in
tournaments
could affect
other venues

By Joan Biskupic
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Wi N — The Su-
preme Court this week will ex-
amine just how far the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act goes
in assuring access to public
places when it considers the
plight of pro golfer Casey Mar-
tin, who wants to use a cart in
tournaments because of a pain-
ful circulatory disorder == .
The case to be heard
Wednesday is a major test of
the ADA's reach, and the effect
of an eventual ruling could go
beyond the fairways to all
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fessional sports, concert Ip1;lnl; From links to courtroom: Golfer Casey Martin drives a golf cart in Cromwell, Conn., in June ¢

and other places that serve the during the Greater Hartford Open. Martin has a circulatory disorder that affects his legs.

because of his degenerative cir-"
i known as

public. e
" “Earlier}cases involving .the
+ADA have focused on very pre- «
liminary questions of the law,”
says Georgetown University
law professor Chai  Feldblum.
“This case'gets to a new level.
Does the faw cover only spec-
tators at i
cover participants, t00?"

In the dispute tracing to
1997, the PGA Tour contends it
shouldn't have to let Martin
ride a golf cart in the competi-
tions it sponsors because the

law against discrimi-
nation in public accommoda-
ﬁﬂﬂtnﬁzaﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ!ﬁlﬁﬁf
tomers,” as spectators, not -
‘athletes in ition. #-.0
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the Justice Department and
array of disabilities rights
groups, says he is asking only

event, or does it’ si
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*of the game of golf: “Stress and
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golfer Ford Oli
quest to the Umr:ﬁ;d States Golf
Association for use of a cart.

in the
Martin case, which will be de-

_mehts.

“Athletic con:]?:tition is sup-
posed to favor the more skilled

_and physically able,” says the

ATP. Tour, which organizes pro-

. fessional tennis tournaments,

“It is a test of r}lvho is the 'bﬁ
at masteri e e as
fined by li-lt]s-]-grules, %ﬂ?k. is this
characteristic that makes ‘it
compelling to both competitors
and spectators.” | ° g
“Among the groups joining
Martin and urging wide protec-
tion for people with disabilities
are the American Association
of Adapted Sports Programs,

“the National Wheeichair Bas-

the Ba-

and not tors. 'S
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Council, warns that such an in-
cmtranﬁﬁcamnsmrﬂleﬁ:
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Supreme Court limits ADA suits
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