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WASHINGTON – The Interior Department's inspector general says
the White House edited a drilling safety report in a way that made it
falsely appear that scientists and experts supported the idea of the
administration's six-month ban on new drilling.

The inspector general says the editing changes resulted "in the
implication that the moratorium recommendation had been peer
reviewed." But it hadn't been. The scientists were only asked to
review new safety measures for offshore drilling.

"There was no intent to mislead the public," said Kendra Barkoff, a
spokeswoman for Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, who also
recommended in the May 27 safety report that a moratorium be
placed on deepwater oil and gas exploration. "The decision to impose
a temporary moratorium on deepwater drilling was made by the
secretary, following consultation with colleagues including the White
House."

The Interior Department, after one of the reviewers complained about
the inference, promptly issued an apology to the reviewers during a
conference call, with a letter and personal meeting in June.

The inspector general's report, which was originally requested by
Louisiana Sen. David Vitter and Rep. Steve Scalise in June, said the
administration did not violate federal rules because the executive
summary did not say the experts approved the recommendations and
the department offered a formal apology and had publicly clarified the
nature of the expert review.

But Louisiana Rep. Bill Cassidy, a Republican, said in a statement
that the investigation proved "that the blanket drilling moratorium was
driven by a politics and not by science."

"Candidate Obama promised that he would guided by science, not
ideology," Cassidy said. Cassidy said if that were true thousands of

jobs and billions in economic activity would have been preserved on the Gulf coast.

The Web site Politico was first to report the inspector general's findings. The Associated Press on
Wednesday obtained a copy of the report, which has not been publicly released.
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An analysis by a liberal think tank found that half of the more than 100 new Republican Congress members are
skeptics on global warming. (Chicago Tribune / February 28, 2007)

The American Geophysical Union plans to announce that 700 researchers have agreed to
speak out on the issue. Other scientists plan a pushback against congressional conservatives
who have vowed to kill regulations on greenhouse gas emissions.

By Neela Banerjee, Tribune Washington Bureau
November 8, 2010
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Reporting from Washington — Faced with rising political

attacks, hundreds of climate scientists are joining a broad

campaign to push back against congressional conservatives
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who have threatened prominent researchers with

investigations and vowed to kill regulations to rein in man-

made greenhouse gas emissions.

The still-evolving efforts reveal a shift among climate

scientists, many of whom have traditionally stayed out of

politics and avoided the news media. Many now say they are

willing to go toe-to-toe with their critics, some of whom

gained new power after the Republicans won control of the

House in Tuesday's election.

On Monday, the American Geophysical Union, the country's largest association of climate scientists,

plans to announce that 700 climate scientists have agreed to speak out as experts on questions about

global warming and the role of man-made air pollution.

CLARIFICATION:

The effort by John Abraham is separate from the Geophysical Union's.

John Abraham of St. Thomas University in Minnesota, who last May wrote a widely disseminated

response to climate change skeptics, is also pulling together a "climate rapid response team," which

includes scientists prepared to go before what they consider potentially hostile audiences on

conservative talk radio and television shows.

"This group feels strongly that science and politics can't be divorced and that we need to take bold

measures to not only communicate science but also to aggressively engage the denialists and

politicians who attack climate science and its scientists," said Scott Mandia, professor of physical

sciences at Suffolk County Community College in New York.

"We are taking the fight to them because we are … tired of taking the hits. The notion that truth will

prevail is not working. The truth has been out there for the past two decades, and nothing has

changed."

During the recent campaigns, skepticism about climate change became a rallying cry for many

Republican candidates. Of the more than 100 new GOP members of Congress, 50% are climate

change skeptics, according to an analysis of campaign statements by the Center for American

Progress, a liberal think tank.

Prominent Republican congressmen such as Darrell Issa of Vista, Joe L. Barton of Texas and F.

James Sensenbrenner Jr. of Wisconsin have pledged to investigate the Environmental Protection

Agency's regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. They say they also intend to investigate the so-

called Climategate scandal, in which thousands of e-mails of leading climate scientists were hacked

and released to the public last year.

Climate change skeptics argued that the sniping in some e-mails showed that scientists suppressed

research by skeptics and manipulated data. Five independent panels subsequently cleared the

researchers involved and validated the science.

"People who ask for and accept taxpayer dollars shouldn't get bent out of shape when asked to

account for the money," said James M. Taylor, a senior fellow and a specialist in global warming at

the conservative Heartland Institute in Chicago. "The budget is spiraling out of control while

government is handing out billions of dollars in grants to climate scientists, many of whom are

unabashed activists."

Ongoing public interest in Climategate has prompted the scientists to act.

The American Geophysical Union plan has attracted a large number of scientists in a short time

because they are eager to address what they see as climate misinformation, said Jeffrey Taylor,

research fellow at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Colorado and manager of the

project.
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Still, the scope of the group's work is limited, reflecting the ongoing reluctance among many scientists

to venture into politics.

A rapid-response team, however, is willing to delve into politics. In the week that Abraham and

others have been marshaling the team, 39 scientists agreed to participate, including Richard Feely,

senior scientist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; Kevin Trenberth, head of

the Climate Analysis Section at the National Center for Atmospheric Research; and Michael

Oppenheimer, professor of geosciences and international affairs at Princeton University.

"People who've already dug their heels in, we're not going to change their opinions," Mandia said.

"We're trying to reach people who may not have an opinion or opinion based on limited information."

neela.banerjee@latimes.com
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caerbannog at 7:48 AM November 08, 2010
Having read a couple of the papers that Michael Mann supposedly wanted to "censor", I can
say that the real scandal is not that Mann wanted to suppress the papers; the real scandal was
that they were even published in the first place.

The papers contained very basic "freshman" errors that invalidated their conclusions.  Papers
with freshman "c-student" errors should be screened out by peer-review.  What we are
talking about here is not censorship; it's *professionalism*.

One of the papers in question is widely available on the web. Google up "Soon Baliunas 2003"
and you will have no trouble finding it.  Download the PDF and read through the paper's
methodology.  If you have a "common sense" level of understanding of basic statistics and
Earth science, you should be able to identify two or three major problems with the paper.  If
you have more than just a basic understanding of statistics and Earth science, you will be
asking yourselves, "How in the world did this paper get published???".

The real "climategate" scandal isn't the fact that scientists were impolite in their private email
exchanges when they criticized bad papers; the real scandal is that those bad papers, with
their freshman C-student blunders, ever got published in the first place!

BillyBob117 at 7:29 AM November 08, 2010
Ah the evior whack jobs are at it again-----must be time to beg for more grants, aka
taxpayer's money, to continue their trip through fantasy land

vonwerder at 7:28 AM November 08, 2010
The NIPCC is a similar organization of scientists dedicated to fighting back against the global
warming religion.

Every alarmists claim to date has been roundly and scientifically disproven. Ipso facto.
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 Ozone decision: Final green 
straw? 

 By: Darren Goode 
September 3, 2011 09:54 AM EDT  

 For green groups, President Barack  
Obama’s retreat on ozone standards1 is another  
reason to question how aggressively they  
want to support his reelection in 2012. 
 
Even more bruising: The realization that  
they may not have much choice. 
 
“We have no place else left to go but  
home,” said one official at a major  
environmental group, speaking on  
background Friday. “So the enviros come  
out looking weak once again because of  
today and we’re all screaming bloody  
murder. 
 
“But you know what,” the official said. “At  
the end of the day, I don’t think the White  
House is unhappy to hear us complain.” 
 
That could be a dangerous assumption for  
the administration to make, warned activist  
Ralph Nader, the former Green Party  
candidate who siphoned off enough votes  
in 2000 to deny the White House to Al  
Gore. 
 
“I know [Obama] thinks all these people  
voted for him and they have nowhere to go 
in 2012 because the Republicans are  
worse,” said Nader, speaking during yet  
another day of White House protests  
against a proposed tar-sands-oil pipeline  
from Canada. “But they can stay home. 
 
They can closet their enthusiasm. They can 
end their contributions to him. And that’s

not what he needs to be reelected.” 
 
A similar warning came from MoveOn  
Executive Director Justin Ruben, calling the  
ozone2 decision just the latest in a series of  
disappointments. 
 
“Many MoveOn members are wondering  
today how they can ever work for President 
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 Obama's reelection, or make the case for  
him to their neighbors, when he does  
something like this, after extending the  
Bush tax cuts for the rich, and giving in to  
tea party demands on the debt deal,”  
Ruben said in a statement. “This is a  
decision we'd expect from George W.  
Bush.” 
 
The White House insisted that electoral  
considerations had nothing to do with  
Obama’s announcement — on the eve of  
the Labor Day weekend — that the  
administration is withdrawing efforts3 to  
tighten EPA’s rule on ozone until the 2013  
cycle. 
 
“This has nothing to do with politics,  
nothing at all,” one White House official said 
to reporters on a conference call following  
the announcement. 
 
Still, the move earned raves from  
Republicans and industry groups that have 
mounted fierce attacks on the president’s  
regulatory agenda — though they also  
served notice that they plan to continue  
trying to upend a host of other EPA4  
regulations. 
 
Friday’s decision unquestionably provides  
Obama with breathing room by punting on  
perhaps the most controversial of all the  
pending EPA rules. It also came on a day  
when the new jobs numbers underscored  
the fact that voters will head to the ballot  
box next November with the  
unemployment rate at a dangerously high  
level for Obama’s prospects. 
 
On the other hand, the decision further  

sours the mood of green activists at the  
center of Obama’s liberal base. They were  
already disenchanted with the  
administration’s failure to enact major  
climate legislation, its consideration of the  
Keystone XL pipeline from Canada, and  
other issues. 
 
Some greens weren’t offering any  
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 predictions on what the decision means for 
2012. 
 
"It’s sort of premature to say what we’re  
going to do in the elections today," said  
Tiernan Sittenfeld, the League of  
Conservation Voters’ senior vice president  
for government affairs. “I think obviously  
the administration has done some great  
things. But there’s also been some real  
disappointments and today’s ozone  
announcement is at the top of the list." 
 
Other groups were livid. 
 
"This is a new low for President Obama,"  
said Kieran Suckling, executive director of  
the Center for Biological Diversity. "He sold 
out public health and environmental  
protection to appease polluters.” 
 
Both the Natural Resources Defense Council 
and the American Lung Association said the 
decision means more litigation from  
environmental groups that had been  
challenging what they called a weak ozone 
rule from the George W. Bush  
administration. 
 
And still others tried to put the best face on 
the administration’s overall green agenda,  
while urging Obama to fight harder next  
time. 
 
“The decision creates a clear blemish on an 
otherwise positive record of this  
administration in supporting initiatives that  
reduce pollution,” said the Center for  
American Progress, adding the action “is  
deeply disappointing and grants an item on 
Big Oil's wish list at the expense of the  

health of children, seniors and the infirm.” 
 
“The president must continue to fight and  
defeat efforts to block and weaken other  
clean air health safeguards,” CAP added. 
 
The White House may have calculated that 
its base in the environmental community  
will still be there for Obama, especially  
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 given the track record of leading GOP  
presidential candidates who question the  
science behind climate change and oppose 
a host of EPA regulations. 
 
The first environmental official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the decision  
potentially “makes Obama look like a  
centrist and will garner him more votes  
among independents and people in the  
middle than he would lose due to any lack  
of enthusiasm from his base in the  
environmental community.” 
 
“I believe that is their calculation,” the  
official added. “I don’t know what else it  
could be. This decision today is not based  
on science and good health.” 
 
EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson looked to  
help stanch the bleeding by issuing a  
statement emphasizing that the agency  
“will revisit the ozone standard, in  
compliance with the Clean Air Act.” She also 
defended the Obama administration’s  
performance on the environment. 
 
“Since Day One, under President Obama’s 
leadership, EPA has worked to ensure  
health protections for the American people, 
and has made tremendous progress to e 
nsure that Clean Air Act standards protect  
all Americans by reducing our exposures to 
harmful air pollution like mercury, arsenic  
and carbon dioxide.” 
 
Heather Zichal, deputy assistant to the  
president for energy and climate change,  
sounded the same theme in a blog post  
Friday on what she called the  
administration’s “record of success” in  

promoting “cleaner air and a stronger  
economy.” 
 
In a letter to Jackson on Friday, urging her  
to pull back on the ozone rule, White House 
regulatory chief Cass Sunstein said EPA has 
lready pushed ahead on a series of  
regulations — on issues such as heavy- 
truck emissions, mercury and cross-state  
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 air pollution — that “are projected to  
reduce ozone as well.” 
 
“Cumulatively, these and other recently  
proposed and finalized rules count as truly  
historic achievements in protecting public h 
ealth by decreasing air pollution levels,  
including ozone levels, across the nation,”  
he wrote. 
 
But Friday’s decision "puts even more  
pressure on them to aggressively move  
forward in other areas," Sittenfeld said. 
 
Obama still has chances to reinvigorate the 
environmental base in other upcoming EPA 
air quality initiatives — including finalizing  
mercury and air toxics standards for power  
plants — as well as in the State  
Department’s pending decision on the  
Keystone XL pipeline. 
 
“People are going to look at a record as a  
whole and like in any race will compare to  
the other candidate,” said Daniel Weiss, a  
senior fellow with the Center for American  
Progress Action Fund. “Does the president  
then issue an air toxics standard that gets  
real reduction from utilities? That will make  
a difference. Will the president approve the 
Keystone XL pipeline? That will make a  
difference.” 
 
Rep. Ed Markey of Massachusetts, a senior 
Democrat on the House Energy and  
Commerce Committee and ranking  
member on the Natural Resources panel,  
emphasized as well that the administration  
needs to move more boldly on other  
regulations. 
 

“In light of today’s decision, I urge the  
president to direct EPA to move forward  
aggressively and use its full authority under 
the Clean Air Act to address the other clean 
air challenges facing the nation — from  
carbon pollution that is warming our planet, 
to mercury and other toxic air pollutants  
that are making the air unsafe to breathe,”  
Markey said in a statement. 
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Obama moves to separate politics and science 
Story Highlights  
President Obama overturns Bush policy on stem cells 
Obama taking steps to allow for more research, investments in green energy 
Bush criticized by environmentalists for not doing enough 
Some question whether Obama can fix economy and invest so much in science 

(CNN) -- As President Obama reversed the Bush administration's limits on embryonic stem-cell research, he said scientific decisions 
must be "based on facts, not ideology." 

The president on Monday signaled a clear shift in tone from the Bush administration on a broad range of scientific issues. 

Obama overturned an order signed by President Bush in 2001 that barred the National Institutes of Health from funding research on 
embryonic stem cells beyond using 60 cell lines that existed at that time. 

Bush twice vetoed legislation that would have expanded federally funded embryonic stem cell research. Those siding with Bush say 
scientific advances allow researchers to conduct groundbreaking research without destroying human embryos. 

Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich told The Washington Post he thought Obama's policy reversal on stem-cell research was 
an "ideological sideshow." 

"It is dangerous for the Obama administration to pick a wide series of fights," Gingrich told the newspaper. "Each of these fights simply 
drains energy away and increases the coalition which decides it has a collective interest in stopping everything." 

Obama also signed a memorandum that directs the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy "to develop a strategy for 
restoring scientific integrity to government decision-making." 

Obama's action is part of a broader effort to separate science and politics, White House domestic policy adviser Melody Barnes said 
Sunday. Watch Rep. Chris Smith say Obama is "behind the times" »  

But it's not just on the issue of stem cells where science and politics collide. 

In his first weeks in office, Obama has taken ambitious steps to untangle what has been an intertwined relationship. 

The Bush administration came under frequent criticism from environmentalists who warned the president wasn't doing enough to 
lessen what they saw as the damaging impact the United States has on the globe. 

Within a week of taking office, Obama directed the Environmental Protection Agency to review a California application to regulate 
greenhouse gases and told his Department of Transportation to begin implementing fuel efficiency standards passed last year but not 
implemented by the Bush administration. 

If the EPA grants a waiver allowing California to set its own emissions standards, the nation's most populous state will be allowed to 
require automakers to produce trucks and cars that get better mileage than what is required under the current national standard. 
Thirteen other states could take similar action. 

The Bush administration rejected California's application, agreeing with automakers that the creation of another set of rules regarding 
pollution standards for some states would be confusing and unenforceable. 

Page 1 of 2Obama moves to separate politics and science - CNN.com
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? 2008 Cable News Network  

In Obama's recent speech to Congress, the president said the United States will double its supply of renewable energy in three years. 
To do so, he's calling on a new class of workers to be trained in environmental fields. Green jobs training programs will get $500 
million from his stimulus package. 

By 2025, the Obama administration hopes one-fourth of the nation's energy will come from renewable sources. Over the long term, the 
president hopes to create millions of new jobs by investing $150 billion in taxpayer money to help private companies develop new 
sources of clean energy, such as wind, solar and geothermal power. 

While environmentalists are encouraged by Obama's focus on renewable energy and stricter emissions standards, some economists 
are skeptical he can pull the country out of the recession while cleaning up the planet. Read about Obama's balancing act 

"Government can push new policies, but it has to prove to be economically competitive or else it will not happen," said Bill Chameides, 
dean of the Nicholas School of Environment at Duke University. 

In another break from the Bush administration, Obama last week overturned a regulation that many environmentalists claim weakened 
the Endangered Species Act. 

The regulation, issued a few weeks before Bush left office, made it easier for federal agencies to skip consultations with government 
scientists before launching projects that could affect endangered wildlife. 

By overturning the regulation, Obama said he had restored "the scientific process to its rightful place at the heart of the Endangered 
Species Act, a process undermined by past administrations." 

Obama hasn't shied away from talking about climate change. He campaigned on promises to eliminate oil imports from the Middle 
East, reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent and create a green energy economy. 

Bush, a onetime oil executive, was widely criticized for refusing to sign the Kyoto Protocol, which aimed to limit greenhouse gas 
concentrations. 

When Bush delivered a speech on climate change that set up guidelines to slow growth of greenhouse gas emissions in April 2008, 
Democrats wrote it off as too little, too late. 

Bush also came under fire after the White House acknowledged in 2003 that it asked for revisions in a report by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Critics said the revisions were made to play down the threat of global warming to humans as well as the ecology, 
but the Bush administration insisted that it was taking climate change seriously. 

But even Sen. John McCain, the former Republican presidential nominee, tried to highlight his differences with Bush on environmental 
issues. He had a campaign ad emphasizing times he "stood up to the president" and "sounded the alarm on global warming." 

Obama on Monday said his goal is "for America to lead the world in the discoveries it one day may yield." 

While some have questioned his investments in science and energy, Obama has expressed confidence in his plan for "advancing the 
cause of science in America." 

"By doing this, we will ensure America's continued global leadership in scientific discoveries and technological breakthroughs," he 
said. "And that is essential, not only for our economic prosperity, but for the progress of all humanity."

CNN's Azadeh Ansari contributed to this report. 

All AboutStem Cell Research • Science and Technology 
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/03/09/obama.science/index.html 
 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
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EPA e-mail to workers: Don't 
answer inspector's questions

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 
EPA e-mail told employees not to answer questions from its own inspector's office 
Workers also told not to talk to reporters or Government Accountability Office 
Watchdog group calls e-mail a "gag order"; EPA official says it's not about secrecy 
Tuesday news conference to address whether EPA avoided giving public information 

Next Article in Politics »  

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- The Environmental Protection Agency advised employees last month not to answer 
questions from journalists, the Government Accountability Office or the agency's inspector general, according 
to an EPA e-mail made public Monday. 

"Please do not respond to questions or make any 
statements," the June 16 e-mail said, advising staff 
to direct questioners to senior staff members 
cleared to answer questions from outside the 
agency. Robbi Farrell, chief of staff of the EPA's 
compliance assurance division, sent the e-mail to 
11 managers in the department. 

The e-mail was posted on a Web site of the Public 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility. The 
group, an alliance of state and federal 
environmental professionals, labeled the 
communication a "gag order."  

"The order reinforces a growing bunker mentality 
within an EPA that is the subject of a growing 
number of probes into political interference with 
agency operations," the group said. 

EPA press director Roxanne Smith rejected that characterization, saying the e-mail was about efficiency, not 
secrecy. 

The memo was a response to a May 2007 audit by the Inspector General's Office that found the EPA did not 
respond earlier to IG reports on problems with water enforcement and other issues, according to The 
Associated Press. The audit, however, did not make any recommendations governing communication 
between staff and the Inspector General's Office.  

"A senior staffer in the enforcement office sent out an e-mail to simply help her office efficiently respond to 
requests from the press, GAO and EPA's inspector general," Smith told CNN. 

"There is nothing in the procedure that restricts conversation between 
enforcement staff, the press, GAO and the IG," she said, adding it is 
"consistent with existing agency polices." 

Smith is one of the people to whom recipients of the memo were told to direct journalists' questions. 

In a written statement, the EPA's Office of Inspector General said it did not approve the language of Robbi's 
warning and advised, "All EPA officials and employees are required to cooperate" with the office. 

"This cooperation includes providing the OIG full and unrestricted access to EPA documents, records, and 
personnel," the statement read. "We are currently engaged in discussions with OECA [Office of Enforcement 
and Compliance Assurance] to assure that OIG and OECA interpretations are consistent in this matter." 

And Sen. Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat who has long battled with the agency's administrator, 
Stephen Johnson, said the instructions showed that Johnson is "turning the EPA into a secretive, dangerous 
ally of polluters, instead of a leader in the effort to protect the health and safety of the American people." 

Last week, Johnson denied a request to appear before two Senate committees to talk about whether the 
EPA's decisions comply with its staff's legal and technical recommendations, the AP reported. 

Boxer chairs the Senate Committee on the Environment and Public Works. 

She is expected to hold a news conference Tuesday to talk about what she calls "political interference in 
recent EPA decisions" and discuss "apparent contradictions between the sworn testimony" of Johnson and 
accounts given by other sworn witnesses. E-mail to a friend   

All About U.S. Environmental Protection Agency • U.S. Government Accountability Office 

California Sen. Barbara Boxer has said the EPA is becoming 
a "secretive, dangerous ally of polluters." 

Don't Miss 
Ex-EPA official: Cheney 
wanted testimony cut  
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Cheney wanted testimony cut, ex-
EPA official says 

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 
Six pages were cut from testimony on climate change by CDC last October 
Cheney's office deeply involved in cutting testimony, former EPA adviser says 
EPA currently is examining whether carbon dioxide poses a public health risk 

Next Article in Politics » 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Dick Cheney's office pushed for major deletions in congressional 
testimony on the public health consequences of climate change, fearing the presentation by a leading health 
official might make it harder to avoid regulating greenhouse gases, a former EPA official maintains. 

When six pages were cut from testimony on climate 
change and public health by the head of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention last 
October, the White House insisted the changes 
were made because of reservations raised by 
White House advisers about the accuracy of the 
science. 

But Jason K. Burnett, until last month the senior 
adviser on climate change to Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator Stephen Johnson, 
says that Cheney's office was deeply involved in 
getting nearly half of the CDC's original draft 
testimony removed. 

"The Council on Environmental Quality and the 
office of the vice president were seeking deletions 
to the CDC testimony (concerning) ... any 
discussions of the human health consequences of 

climate change," Burnett has told the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 

The three-page letter, a response to an inquiry by Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-California, the panel's chairwoman, 
was obtained Tuesday by The Associated Press. Boxer planned a news conference later in the day. 

Burnett, 31, a lifelong Democrat who resigned his post last month as associate deputy EPA administrator 
because of disagreements over the agency's response to climate change, describes deep political concerns at 
the White House, including in Cheney's office, about linking climate change directly to public health or damage 
to the environment. 

Scientists believe manmade pollution is warming the earth and if the process is not reversed it will cause 
significant climate changes that pose broad public health problems from increases in disease to more injuries 
from severe weather. 

Senate and House committees have been trying for months to get e-mail 
exchanges and other documents to determine the extent of political 
influence on government scientists, but have been rebuffed. 

The letter by Burnett for the first time suggests that Cheney's office was 
deeply involved in downplaying the impacts of climate change as related 

to public health and welfare, Senate investigators believe. 

Cheney's office also objected last January over congressional testimony by Administrator Johnson that 
"greenhouse gas emissions harm the environment." 

An official in Cheney's office "called to tell me that his office wanted the language changed" with references to 
climate change harming the environment deleted, Burnett said. Nevertheless, the phrase was left in Johnson's 
testimony. 

Cheney's office and the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) worried that if key health 
officials provided detailed testimony about global warming's consequences on public health or the 
environment, it could make it more difficult to avoid regulating carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, 
Burnett believes. 

The EPA currently is examining whether carbon dioxide, a leading greenhouse gas, poses a danger to public 
health and welfare. The Supreme Court has said if it does, it must be regulated under the Clean Air Act. 

Nowhere were these White House concerns more apparent than when CDC Director Julie Gerberding, the 
head of the government's premier public health watchdog, testified about climate change and public health 
before Boxer's committee last October. The White House deleted six of the original 14 pages of Gerberding's 
testimony, including a list of likely public health impacts of global warming. 

Dick Cheney's office requested that testimony about climate 
change be cut, an ex-EPA official says. 

Don't Miss 
Environmentalists dismiss G-8 
emissions target  
Planet in Peril  
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The White House, at the urging of Cheney's office, "requested that I work with CDC to remove from the 
testimony any discussion of the human health consequences of climate change," wrote Burnett. 

"CEQ contacted me to argue that I could best keep options open for the (EPA) administrator (on regulating 
carbon dioxide) if I would convince CDC to delete particular sections of their testimony," Burnett said in the 
letter to Boxer. 

But he said he refused to press CDC on the deletions because he believed the CDC's draft testimony was 
"fundamentally accurate." 

Burnett, in a telephone interview, said he opposed making the extensive deletions because "it was the right 
thing to do." He declined to elaborate about White House involvement beyond his July 6 letter to Boxer. 

As a Democrat, Burnett, seems to have been an odd choice as a senior policy adviser and key liaison with the 
White House in Bush administration's EPA. 

Over the last eight years, he has contributed nearly $125,000 to various Democratic politicians, starting with Al 
Gore's 2000 presidential campaign, according to the Center for Responsive Government. He supports 
Democrat Barack Obama for president. 

Burnett caught the attention of Bush administration insiders as a researcher at the Center for Regulatory 
Study, a joint effort by the American Enterprise Institute and the Brookings Institution, where he co-authored a 
number of reports on regulation including one criticizing a ban on using cell phones while driving and another 
criticizing the EPA regulation of arsenic as too expensive with limited benefits. 
E-mail to a friend   

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 
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Sound Off: Your opinions and comments 

Scott 
updated 32 
minutes ago 

Does this really surprise anyone? Bush/Cheyney are the biggest idiots that 
ever held such high office in this country. I am more appalled by them saying 
that they were questioning the science. They don't have a clu ...more 

Bob 
updated 32 
minutes ago 

Cate, are you a physicist? I don't think so. I am. Global warming is real. You 
only need to look at the melting of the polar ice caps to realize this, i.e., you 
don't need to be a rocket scientist. (you do need to ...more 

Jeanne 
updated 32 
minutes ago 

Chaney's interest is "oil" driven. Status quo allows more cars to be sold, which 
keeps the dependence on oil. $$$$$ Hope someone puts a wind mill up on his 
property when he's out of office. 
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Decisions to name storms draw concern 
As season ends, some say center rushes to classify, which costs you 

By ERIC BERGER 
Copyright 2007 Houston Chronicle  

With another hurricane season set to end this Friday, a 
controversy is brewing over decisions of the National 
Hurricane Center to designate several borderline 
systems as tropical storms. 

Some meteorologists, including former hurricane center 
director Neil Frank, say as many as six of this year's 14 
named tropical systems might have failed in earlier 
decades to earn "named storm" status. 

"They seem to be naming storms a lot more than they 
used to," said Frank, who directed the hurricane center 
from 1974 to 1987 and is now chief meteorologist for 
KHOU-TV. "This year, I would put at least four storms in 
a very questionable category, and maybe even six." 

Most of the storms in question briefly had tropical 
storm-force winds of at least 39 mph. But their central 
pressure — another measure of intensity — suggested 
they actually remained depressions or were non-tropical 
systems. 

Any inconsistencies in the naming of tropical storms and 
hurricanes have significance far beyond semantics. 

The number of a season's named storms forms the 
foundation of historical records used to determine trends in hurricane activity. Insurance 
companies use these trends to set homeowners' rates. And such information is vital to scientists 
trying to determine whether global warming has had a measurable impact on hurricane activity. 

Forecasters at the hurricane center deny there's any inconsistency in the practice of naming 
tropical storms. 

"For at least the last two decades, I am certain most, if not all, the storms named this year would 
have also been named," said Bill Read, deputy director of the Miami-based center. 

What everyone agrees has changed is the ability of meteorologists to more accurately analyze 
tropical systems, thanks to an increased number of reconnaissance flights with sophisticated 
tools and the presence of more satellites to monitor storms from above. 

Scientists generally agree that prior to the late 1970s and widespread satellite coverage, 
hurricane watchers annually missed one to three tropical storms that developed far from land or 
were short-lived. 
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But this season's large number of minimal tropical storms whose winds exceeded 39 mph for only 
a short period has ignited a separate debate: whether even more modern technology and a 
change in philosophy has artificially inflated the number of storms in recent years. 

Launch of QuikSCAT 

A case in point is Tropical Storm Chantal, a short-lived system that formed in late July south of 
Nova Scotia and moved toward the northeast, out to sea. 

Some meteorologists say the storm was never a tropical system at all, because it formed well out 
of the tropics. Others say it wouldn't have been named before the 1999 launch of the QuikSCAT 
satellite, which measures surface winds and alerted forecasters to Chantal's organization. 

"Without QuikSCAT, Chantal might never have gotten named," said Jeff Masters, a meteorologist 
and founder of The Weather Underground Web site, a popular resource for tracking hurricanes. 

As the technology to observe storms has grown better, the definition of a tropical storm has 
remained unchanged. Such systems have a center of low pressure with a closed circulation, 
organized bands of thunderstorms and winds of at least 39 mph. Storms are upgraded to 
hurricanes when their winds reach 74 mph. 

In earlier years before widespread satellite coverage, the hurricane center placed more emphasis 
on measurements of central pressure than wind speeds in designating tropical storms and giving 
those systems names, Frank said. Central pressures and wind speed are related, but the 
relationship isn't absolute. 

Frank said he prefers using central pressure, because it can be directly measured by aircraft 
dropping an instrument into a tropical system. 

If a reconnaissance plane had measured a wind speed above 39 mph during Frank's tenure, the 
system would not automatically have been named. His forecasters might have waited a day to 
see if the central pressure fell, he said, to ensure that the system really was a tropical storm. 

That practice probably would have prevented some systems, such as Tropical Storm Jerry, from 
getting named this year, Frank said. After being upgraded, Jerry remained a tropical storm for 
less than a day in the northern Atlantic. 

"In the past, we would have waited to see if another observation supported naming the system," 
Frank said. "We would have been a little more conservative." 

Data inconsistencies 

The apparent change in the philosophy of naming systems has rankled some longtime hurricane 
watchers. Jill Hasling, president of Houston's Weather Research Center, said comparing the 
number of tropical storms and hurricanes today with the historical record is almost impossible. 

But Read, of the hurricane center, believes wind speeds are the true indicator of a tropical 
system's status. Now that more accurate wind measurements are available, it only makes sense 
to use the best technology to quickly determine if a system has reached tropical storm strength, 
he said. 

"An oncologist today would use the latest technology for determining and assessing one's 
cancer," Read said. "Would you use a doctor who only used X-rays instead of the latest MRI?" 

Inconsistencies with the data have plagued scientists trying to determine whether global warming 
has increased the number or intensity of hurricanes. 
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In fact, there are reasons to believe that historical storms have been overcounted as well as 
undercounted, said Judith Curry, chair of the School of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology. 

Before satellites, scientists had few ways to tell the difference between tropical systems and non-
tropical storms. As a result, some non-tropical storms probably were named. 

"The bottom line is that, yes, we do have errors in tropical cyclone counts," said Curry. "But it is 
not clear whether this adds a net negative or positive bias to any trend." 

eric.berger@chron.com  
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paleocon wrote:  

Just more proof of GW fear mongers making the tail wag the dog. 
11/29/2007 9:46 AM CST  
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UseYourBrain wrote:  

I think two things are at play here: 
 
1) After Katrina, they're being more (too) cautious and naming storms early. 
2) They need to catch up with their prediction of numbered storms. 
 
I highly doubt it's a conspiracy between insurance companies and the NWC. 
11/29/2007 9:22 AM CST  

Recommend (1)  Report abuse  

 

chappy2 wrote:  

I can hear the headline tomorrow: Higher number of named storms proves Global 
Warming is destroying the Earth! Disaster imminent! 
11/29/2007 9:19 AM CST  
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Lmgarvin wrote:  

Frankly, I'm still scratching my head over them naming a subtropical storm 
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