Report: White House altered drilling safety report - Yahoo! News
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By DINA CAPPIELLO, Associated Press — 1 hr 53 mins ago

WASHINGTON — The Interior Department's inspector general says
it g —{ the White House edited a drilling safety report in a way that made it
< ol falsely appear that scientists and experts supported the idea of the MiofE Ivomn Yoo Greeics
o tl [ administration's six-month ban on new drilling.
5

The inspector general says the editing changes resulted "in the
Lol =L implication that the moratorium recommendation had been peer
W S reviewed." But it hadn't been. The scientists were only asked to

0 Play Video review new safety measures for offshore drilling.

"There was no intent to mislead the public," said Kendra Barkoff, a
& Slideshow: Gulf Coast spokeswoman for Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, who also
Oil Spill recommended in the May 27 safety report that a moratorium be
placed on deepwater oil and gas exploration. "The decision to impose
vvvvv e @ temporary moratorium on deepwater drilling was made by the
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: B Barack Obama The Interior Department, after one of the reviewers complained about

Video: First Lady in the inference, promptly issued an apology to the reviewers during a
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the department offered a formal apology and had publicly clarified the
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nature of the expert review.
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But Louisiana Rep. Bill Cassidy, a Republican, said in a statement Goldline.com/Gold

that the investigation proved "that the blanket drilling moratorium was

AFP/Getty Images/File — A drilling platform driven by a politics and not by science." $37/Hr Par_t Time Work _
near the Transocean Discoverer Enterprise $37/Hr part time jobs. *Required* Home
drillship burns off gas collected at the ... "Candidate Obama promised that he would guided by science, not computer, basic typing skills.

ideology," Cassidy said. Cassidy said if that were true thousands of hbwm.com

jobs and billions in economic activity would have been preserved on the Gulf coast.

The Web site Politico was first to report the inspector general's findings. The Associated Press on Featured
Wednesday obtained a copy of the report, which has not been publicly released.
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The American Geophysical Union plans to announce that 700 researchers have agreed to
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who have vowed to kill regulations on greenhouse gas emissions.
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who have threatened prominent researchers with

Editorial: Tuesday's
T environmental impact

STORIES

Prop. 23 battle marks new era in
environmental politics

investigations and vowed to kill regulations to rein in man-
made greenhouse gas emissions.

The still-evolving efforts reveal a shift among climate
scientists, many of whom have traditionally stayed out of
politics and avoided the news media. Many now say they are
willing to go toe-to-toe with their critics, some of whom
gained new power after the Republicans won control of the
House in Tuesday's election.

On Monday, the American Geophysical Union, the country's largest association of climate scientists,
plans to announce that 700 climate scientists have agreed to speak out as experts on questions about
global warming and the role of man-made air pollution.

CLARIFICATION:
The effort by John Abraham is separate from the Geophysical Union's.

John Abraham of St. Thomas University in Minnesota, who last May wrote a widely disseminated
response to climate change skeptics, is also pulling together a "climate rapid response team," which
includes scientists prepared to go before what they consider potentially hostile audiences on
conservative talk radio and television shows.

"This group feels strongly that science and politics can't be divorced and that we need to take bold
measures to not only communicate science but also to aggressively engage the denialists and
politicians who attack climate science and its scientists," said Scott Mandia, professor of physical
sciences at Suffolk County Community College in New York.

"We are taking the fight to them because we are ... tired of taking the hits. The notion that truth will
prevail is not working. The truth has been out there for the past two decades, and nothing has
changed."

During the recent campaigns, skepticism about climate change became a rallying cry for many
Republican candidates. Of the more than 100 new GOP members of Congress, 50% are climate
change skeptics, according to an analysis of campaign statements by the Center for American
Progress, a liberal think tank.

Prominent Republican congressmen such as Darrell Issa of Vista, Joe L. Barton of Texas and F.
James Sensenbrenner Jr. of Wisconsin have pledged to investigate the Environmental Protection
Agency's regulation of greenhouse gas emissions. They say they also intend to investigate the so-
called Climategate scandal, in which thousands of e-mails of leading climate scientists were hacked
and released to the public last year.

Climate change skeptics argued that the sniping in some e-mails showed that scientists suppressed
research by skeptics and manipulated data. Five independent panels subsequently cleared the
researchers involved and validated the science.

"People who ask for and accept taxpayer dollars shouldn't get bent out of shape when asked to
account for the money," said James M. Taylor, a senior fellow and a specialist in global warming at
the conservative Heartland Institute in Chicago. "The budget is spiraling out of control while
government is handing out billions of dollars in grants to climate scientists, many of whom are
unabashed activists."

Ongoing public interest in Climategate has prompted the scientists to act.

The American Geophysical Union plan has attracted a large number of scientists in a short time
because they are eager to address what they see as climate misinformation, said Jeffrey Taylor,
research fellow at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Colorado and manager of the
project.
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Still, the scope of the group's work is limited, reflecting the ongoing reluctance among many scientists
to venture into politics.

A rapid-response team, however, is willing to delve into politics. In the week that Abraham and
others have been marshaling the team, 39 scientists agreed to participate, including Richard Feely,
senior scientist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; Kevin Trenberth, head of
the Climate Analysis Section at the National Center for Atmospheric Research; and Michael
Oppenheimer, professor of geosciences and international affairs at Princeton University.

"People who've already dug their heels in, we're not going to change their opinions," Mandia said.
"We're trying to reach people who may not have an opinion or opinion based on limited information."
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caerbannog at 7:48 AM November 08, 2010

Having read a couple of the papers that Michael Mann supposedly wanted to "censor", I can . .
say that the real scandal is not that Mann wanted to suppress the papers; the real scandal was 2011 Travel Destinations »
that they were even published in the first place. F= . e -

The papers contained very basic "freshman" errors that invalidated their conclusions. Papers
with freshman "c-student” errors should be screened out by peer-review. What we are
talking about here is not censorship; it's *professionalism*.

If time and money were unlimited, where would

One of the papers in question is widely available on the web. Google up "Soon Baliunas 2003" you go next year and why?

and you will have no trouble finding it. Download the PDF and read through the paper's
methodology. If you have a "common sense" level of understanding of basic statistics and
Earth science, you should be able to identify two or three major problems with the paper. If
you have more than just a basic understanding of statistics and Earth science, you will be
asking yourselves, "How in the world did this paper get published ???".

The real "climategate" scandal isn't the fact that scientists were impolite in their private email
exchanges when they criticized bad papers; the real scandal is that those bad papers, with
their freshman C-student blunders, ever got published in the first place!

BillyBob117 at 7:29 AM November 08, 2010
Ah the evior whack jobs are at it again----- must be time to beg for more grants, aka
taxpayer's money, to continue their trip through fantasy land

vonwerder at 7:28 AM November 08, 2010
The NIPCC is a similar organization of scientists dedicated to fighting back against the global
warming religion.

Every alarmists claim to date has been roundly and scientifically disproven. Ipso facto.

Comments are filtered for language and registration is required. The Times makes no
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Ozone decision: Final green
straw?

By: Darren Goode
September 3, 2011 09:54 AM EDT

For green groups, President Barack
Obama’s retreat on ozone standards? IS another
reason to question how aggressively they
want to support his reelection in 2012.

Even more bruising: The realization that
they may not have much choice.

“We have no place else left to go but
home,” said one official at a major
environmental group, speaking on
background Friday. “So the enviros come
out looking weak once again because of
today and we’re all screaming bloody
murder.

“But you know what,” the official said. “At
the end of the day, | don’t think the White
House is unhappy to hear us complain.”

That could be a dangerous assumption for
the administration to make, warned activist
Ralph Nader, the former Green Party
candidate who siphoned off enough votes
in 2000 to deny the White House to Al
Gore.

“I know [Obama] thinks all these people
voted for him and they have nowhere to go
in 2012 because the Republicans are
worse,” said Nader, speaking during yet
another day of White House protests
against a proposed tar-sands-oil pipeline
from Canada. “But they can stay home.

They can closet their enthusiasm. They can
end their contributions to him. And that’'s

not what he needs to be reelected.”

A similar warning came from MoveOn
Executive Director Justin Ruben, calling the
ozone? decision just the latest in a series of
disappointments.

“Many MoveOn members are wondering
today how they can ever work for President
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Obama's reelection, or make the case for
him to their neighbors, when he does
something like this, after extending the
Bush tax cuts for the rich, and giving in to
tea party demands on the debt deal,”
Ruben said in a statement. “This is a
decision we'd expect from George W.
Bush.”

The White House insisted that electoral
considerations had nothing to do with
Obama’s announcement — on the eve of
the Labor Day weekend — that the
administration is withdrawing efforts3 t0
tighten EPA’s rule on ozone until the 2013
cycle.

“This has nothing to do with politics,

nothing at all,” one White House official said
to reporters on a conference call following
the announcement.

Still, the move earned raves from
Republicans and industry groups that have
mounted fierce attacks on the president’s
regulatory agenda — though they also
served notice that they plan to continue
trying to upend a host of other epa+
regulations.

Friday’s decision unquestionably provides
Obama with breathing room by punting on
perhaps the most controversial of all the
pending EPA rules. It also came on a day
when the new jobs numbers underscored
the fact that voters will head to the ballot
box next November with the
unemployment rate at a dangerously high
level for Obama’s prospects.

On the other hand, the decision further

sours the mood of green activists at the
center of Obama'’s liberal base. They were
already disenchanted with the
administration’s failure to enact major
climate legislation, its consideration of the
Keystone XL pipeline from Canada, and
other issues.

Some greens weren't offering any
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predictions on what the decision means for
2012.

"It's sort of premature to say what we're
going to do in the elections today," said
Tiernan Sittenfeld, the League of
Conservation Voters’ senior vice president
for government affairs. “I think obviously
the administration has done some great
things. But there’s also been some real
disappointments and today’s ozone
announcement is at the top of the list."

Other groups were livid.

"This is a new low for President Obama,"
said Kieran Suckling, executive director of
the Center for Biological Diversity. "He sold
out public health and environmental
protection to appease polluters.”

Both the Natural Resources Defense Council
and the American Lung Association said the
decision means more litigation from
environmental groups that had been
challenging what they called a weak ozone
rule from the George W. Bush
administration.

And still others tried to put the best face on
the administration’s overall green agenda,
while urging Obama to fight harder next
time.

“The decision creates a clear blemish on an
otherwise positive record of this
administration in supporting initiatives that
reduce pollution,” said the Center for
American Progress, adding the action “is
deeply disappointing and grants an item on
Big Oil's wish list at the expense of the

health of children, seniors and the infirm.”

“The president must continue to fight and
defeat efforts to block and weaken other
clean air health safeguards,” CAP added.

The White House may have calculated that
its base in the environmental community
will still be there for Obama, especially
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given the track record of leading GOP promoting “cleaner air and a stronger
presidential candidates who question the economy.”

science behind climate change and oppose

a host of EPA regulations. In a letter to Jackson on Friday, urging her

to pull back on the ozone rule, White House
The first environmental official, speaking on  regulatory chief Cass Sunstein said EPA has

condition of anonymity, said the decision Iready pushed ahead on a series of
potentially “makes Obama look like a regulations — on issues such as heavy-
centrist and will garner him more votes truck emissions, mercury and cross-state
among independents and people in the Advertisement

middle than he would lose due to any lack
of enthusiasm from his base in the

environmental community.” Did VOI.I knﬂw. o

“I believe that is their calculation,” the
official added. “I don’t know what else it
could be. This decision today is not based
on science and good health.”

Nestlé employs more
than 44,000 people
in 47 states.

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson looked to
help stanch the bleeding by issuing a
statement emphasizing that the agency

“will revisit the ozone standard, in
compliance with the Clean Air Act.” She also
defended the Obama administration’s )
performance on the environment. : . Good Food, Good Life

“Since Day One, under President Obama’s
leadership, EPA has worked to ensure
health protections for the American people,
and has made tremendous progress to e
nsure that Clean Air Act standards protect
all Americans by reducing our exposures to
harmful air pollution like mercury, arsenic
and carbon dioxide.”

Heather Zichal, deputy assistant to the
president for energy and climate change,
sounded the same theme in a blog post
Friday on what she called the
administration’s “record of success” in
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air pollution — that “are projected to
reduce ozone as well.”

“Cumulatively, these and other recently
proposed and finalized rules count as truly
historic achievements in protecting public h
ealth by decreasing air pollution levels,
including ozone levels, across the nation,”
he wrote.

But Friday’s decision "puts even more
pressure on them to aggressively move
forward in other areas," Sittenfeld said.

Obama still has chances to reinvigorate the
environmental base in other upcoming EPA
air quality initiatives — including finalizing
mercury and air toxics standards for power
plants — as well as in the State
Department’s pending decision on the
Keystone XL pipeline.

“People are going to look at a record as a
whole and like in any race will compare to
the other candidate,” said Daniel Weiss, a
senior fellow with the Center for American
Progress Action Fund. “Does the president
then issue an air toxics standard that gets
real reduction from utilities? That will make
a difference. Will the president approve the
Keystone XL pipeline? That will make a
difference.”

Rep. Ed Markey of Massachusetts, a senior
Democrat on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee and ranking
member on the Natural Resources panel,
emphasized as well that the administration
needs to move more boldly on other
regulations.

“In light of today’s decision, | urge the
president to direct EPA to move forward
aggressively and use its full authority under
the Clean Air Act to address the other clean
air challenges facing the nation — from
carbon pollution that is warming our planet,
to mercury and other toxic air pollutants
that are making the air unsafe to breathe,”
Markey said in a statement.
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Obama moves to separate politics and science

Story Highlights

President Obama overturns Bush policy on stem cells

Obama taking steps to allow for more research, investments in green energy
Bush criticized by environmentalists for not doing enough

Some question whether Obama can fix economy and invest so much in science

(CNN) -- As President Obama reversed the Bush administration's limits on embryonic stem-cell research, he said scientific decisions
must be "based on facts, not ideology."

The president on Monday signaled a clear shift in tone from the Bush administration on a broad range of scientific issues.

Obama overturned an order signed by President Bush in 2001 that barred the National Institutes of Health from funding research on
embryonic stem cells beyond using 60 cell lines that existed at that time.

Bush twice vetoed legislation that would have expanded federally funded embryonic stem cell research. Those siding with Bush say
scientific advances allow researchers to conduct groundbreaking research without destroying human embryos.

Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich told The Washington Post he thought Obama's policy reversal on stem-cell research was
an "ideological sideshow."

"It is dangerous for the Obama administration to pick a wide series of fights," Gingrich told the newspaper. "Each of these fights simply
drains energy away and increases the coalition which decides it has a collective interest in stopping everything."

Obama also signed a memorandum that directs the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy "to develop a strategy for
restoring scientific integrity to government decision-making."

Obama'’s action is part of a broader effort to separate science and politics, White House domestic policy adviser Melody Barnes said
Sunday. "=/1watch Rep. Chris Smith say Obama is "behind the times" »

But it's not just on the issue of stem cells where science and politics collide.

In his first weeks in office, Obama has taken ambitious steps to untangle what has been an intertwined relationship.

The Bush administration came under frequent criticism from environmentalists who warned the president wasn't doing enough to
lessen what they saw as the damaging impact the United States has on the globe.

Within a week of taking office, Obama directed the Environmental Protection Agency to review a California application to regulate
greenhouse gases and told his Department of Transportation to begin implementing fuel efficiency standards passed last year but not
implemented by the Bush administration.

If the EPA grants a waiver allowing California to set its own emissions standards, the nation's most populous state will be allowed to
require automakers to produce trucks and cars that get better mileage than what is required under the current national standard.
Thirteen other states could take similar action.

The Bush administration rejected California's application, agreeing with automakers that the creation of another set of rules regarding
pollution standards for some states would be confusing and unenforceable.

http://cnn.site.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Obama+moves+to+separate+polit... 3/10/2009
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In Obama's recent speech to Congress, the president said the United States will double its supply of renewable energy in three years.
To do so, he's calling on a new class of workers to be trained in environmental fields. Green jobs training programs will get $500
million from his stimulus package.

By 2025, the Obama administration hopes one-fourth of the nation's energy will come from renewable sources. Over the long term, the
president hopes to create millions of new jobs by investing $150 billion in taxpayer money to help private companies develop new
sources of clean energy, such as wind, solar and geothermal power.

While environmentalists are encouraged by Obama's focus on renewable energy and stricter emissions standards, some economists
are skeptical he can pull the country out of the recession while cleaning up the planet. Read about Obama's balancing act

"Government can push new policies, but it has to prove to be economically competitive or else it will not happen,” said Bill Chameides,
dean of the Nicholas School of Environment at Duke University.

In another break from the Bush administration, Obama last week overturned a regulation that many environmentalists claim weakened
the Endangered Species Act.

The regulation, issued a few weeks before Bush left office, made it easier for federal agencies to skip consultations with government
scientists before launching projects that could affect endangered wildlife.

By overturning the regulation, Obama said he had restored "the scientific process to its rightful place at the heart of the Endangered
Species Act, a process undermined by past administrations."

Obama hasn't shied away from talking about climate change. He campaigned on promises to eliminate oil imports from the Middle
East, reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent and create a green energy economy.

Bush, a onetime oil executive, was widely criticized for refusing to sign the Kyoto Protocol, which aimed to limit greenhouse gas
concentrations.

When Bush delivered a speech on climate change that set up guidelines to slow growth of greenhouse gas emissions in April 2008,
Democrats wrote it off as too little, too late.

Bush also came under fire after the White House acknowledged in 2003 that it asked for revisions in a report by the Environmental
Protection Agency. Critics said the revisions were made to play down the threat of global warming to humans as well as the ecology,
but the Bush administration insisted that it was taking climate change seriously.

But even Sen. John McCain, the former Republican presidential nominee, tried to highlight his differences with Bush on environmental
issues. He had a campaign ad emphasizing times he "stood up to the president" and "sounded the alarm on global warming."

Obama on Monday said his goal is "for America to lead the world in the discoveries it one day may vyield."

While some have questioned his investments in science and energy, Obama has expressed confidence in his plan for "advancing the
cause of science in America."

"By doing this, we will ensure America's continued global leadership in scientific discoveries and technological breakthroughs," he
said. "And that is essential, not only for our economic prosperity, but for the progress of all humanity."

CNN's Azadeh Ansari contributed to this report.

All AboutStem Cell Research ¢ Science and Technology

Find this article at:
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/03/09/obama.science/index.html

D Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

? 2008 Cable News Network
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WASHINGTON (CNN) -- The Environmental Protection Agency advised employees last month not to answer HSB’C 4XP
questions from journalists, the Government Accountability Office or the agency's inspector general, according
to an EPA e-mail made public Monday. 0 UR

"Please do not respond to questions or make any

statements," the June 16 e-mail said, advising staff CARD
to direct questioners to senior staff members
cleared to answer questions from outside the

agency. Robbi Farrell, chief of staff of the EPA's FLI ES

compliance assurance division, sent the e-mail to

11 managers in the department. HI G H E R
-

The e-mail was posted on a Web site of the Public
Employees for Environmental Responsibility. The
group, an alliance of state and federal
environmental professionals, labeled the
communication a "gag order."

"The order reinforces a growing bunker mentality HSBC X e
within an EPA that is the subject of a growing
a "secretive, dangerous ally of polluters." number of probes into political interference with

iU D

agency operations," the group said. e S0

EPA press director Roxanne Smith rejected that characterization, saying the e-mail was about efficiency, not
secrecy.

The memo was a response to a May 2007 audit by the Inspector General's Office that found the EPA did not
respond earlier to |G reports on problems with water enforcement and other issues, according to The
Associated Press. The audit, however, did not make any recommendations governing communication
between staff and the Inspector General's Office.

"A senior staffer in the enforcement office sent out an e-mail to simply help her office efficiently respond to

requests from the press, GAO and EPA's inspector general," Smith told CNN. HSBC Platinum

MasterCard
with Cash or Fly

Don't Miss "There is nothing in the procedure that restricts conversation between Rewards

enforcement staff, the press, GAO and the IG," she said, adding it is

Ex-EPA official: Ch X X L .
X orcia eney "consistent with existing agency polices."

wanted testimony cut

Smith is one of the people to whom recipients of the memo were told to direct journalists' questions.

In a written statement, the EPA's Office of Inspector General said it did not approve the language of Robbi's _

warning and advised, "All EPA officials and employees are required to cooperate" with the office.

"This cooperation includes providing the OIG full and unrestricted access to EPA documents, records, and u
personnel," the statement read. "We are currently engaged in discussions with OECA [Office of Enforcement \/ t 5
and Compliance Assurance] to assure that OIG and OECA interpretations are consistent in this matter." oS 'Dpu a

bl

And Sen. Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat who has long battled with the agency's administrator,

STORIES
Stephen Johnson, said the instructions showed that Johnson is "turning the EPA into a secretive, dangerous M _
ally of polluters, instead of a leader in the effort to protect the health and safety of the American people." Most Viewed Most Emailed Top Searches
Last week, Johnson denied a request to appear before two Senate committees to talk about whether the 1 Bush OKs Army private's execution

EPA's decisions comply with its staff's legal and technical recommendations, the AP reported.
Boxer chairs the Senate Committee on the Environment and Public Works. 2 Mystery millions a puzzle

She is expected to hold a news conference Tuesday to talk about what she calls "political interference in

recent EPA decisions" and discuss "apparent contradictions between the sworn testimony" of Johnson and 3 Fatal medication errors at home up
accounts given by other sworn witnesses. E-mail to a friend | Mixx it | Share
All About U.S. Environmental Protection Agency « U.S. Government Accountability Office 4 Singer Winehouse hospitalized

5
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WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Dick Cheney's office pushed for major deletions in congressional
testimony on the public health consequences of climate change, fearing the presentation by a leading health
official might make it harder to avoid regulating greenhouse gases, a former EPA official maintains.

When six pages were cut from testimony on climate
change and public health by the head of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention last
October, the White House insisted the changes
were made because of reservations raised by
White House advisers about the accuracy of the
science.

© Click here
But Jason K. Burnett, until last month the senior -
adviser on climate change to Environmental for 5 tlps
Protection Agency Administrator Stephen Johnson, on managing
says that Cheney's office was deeply involved in

getting nearly half of the CDC's original draft markEt ups

testimony removed. and downs
Dick Cheney's office requested that testimony about climate "The Council on Environmental Quality and the from the leader in
change be cut, an ex-EPA official says office of the vice president were seeking deletions financial planning.”

to the CDC testimony (concerning) ... any
discussions of the human health consequences of
climate change," Burnett has told the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.

The three-page letter, a response to an inquiry by Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-California, the panel's chairwoman,
was obtained Tuesday by The Associated Press. Boxer planned a news conference later in the day.

Burnett, 31, a lifelong Democrat who resigned his post last month as associate deputy EPA administrator
because of disagreements over the agency's response to climate change, describes deep political concerns at
the White House, including in Cheney's office, about linking climate change directly to public health or damage
to the environment.

Scientists believe manmade pollution is warming the earth and if the process is not reversed it will cause
significant climate changes that pose broad public health problems from increases in disease to more injuries

from severe weather. @
) ) ) Ameriprise %%
Don't Miss Senate and House committees have been trying for months to get e-mail Financial
. . - exchanges and other documents to determine the extent of political
Environmentalists dismiss G-8 infl t scientists. but h b buffed
emissions target influence on government scientists, but have been rebuffed. o
Planet in Peril The letter by Burnett for the first time suggests that Cheney's office was
deeply involved in downplaying the impacts of climate change as related
to public health and welfare, Senate investigators believe. 4
\/ [
Cheney's office also objected last January over congressional testimony by Administrator Johnson that OSt Opu a
"greenhouse gas emissions harm the environment." X
~ STORIES
An official in Cheney's office "called to tell me that his office wanted the language changed" with references to
climate change harming the environment deleted, Burnett said. Nevertheless, the phrase was left in Johnson's Most Viewed Most Emailed Top Searches
testimony. 1 Bolivia truck crash kills 46

Cheney's office and the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) worried that if key health

officials provided detailed testimony about global warming's consequences on public health or the 2
environment, it could make it more difficult to avoid regulating carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases,

Burnett believes.

Atheist soldier sues U.S. military

Dad charged with 'honor killing’
The EPA currently is examining whether carbon dioxide, a leading greenhouse gas, poses a danger to public 3 9 9

health and welfare. The Supreme Court has said if it does, it must be regulated under the Clean Air Act.

Nowhere were these White House concerns more apparent than when CDC Director Julie Gerberding, the 4 McConaughey's girlfriend has baby

head of the government's premier public health watchdog, testified about climate change and public health
before Boxer's committee last October. The White House deleted six of the original 14 pages of Gerberding's 5
testimony, including a list of likely public health impacts of global warming.

U.S missile deal irks Russia

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/07/08/cheney.climate.ap/index.html 7/8/2008
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=
The White House, at the urging of Cheney's office, "requested that | work with CDC to remove from the 6 Iraq seeks withdrawal deadline
testimony any discussion of the human health consequences of climate change," wrote Burnett.

"CEQ contacted me to argue that | could best keep options open for the (EPA) administrator (on regulating 7 'Black box' label ordered

carbon dioxide) if | would convince CDC to delete particular sections of their testimony," Burnett said in the
letter to Boxer.

. . . . 8 Body ID'd as programmer's wife
But he said he refused to press CDC on the deletions because he believed the CDC's draft testimony was

"fundamentally accurate."

Mount Shasta glaciers keep growin
Burnett, in a telephone interview, said he opposed making the extensive deletions because "it was the right 9 9 P9 9

thing to do." He declined to elaborate about White House involvement beyond his July 6 letter to Boxer.

As a Democrat, Burnett, seems to have been an odd choice as a senior policy adviser and key liaison with the 10 U-S. ships bras, perfume to Iran

White House in Bush administration's EPA.

more most popular »
Over the last eight years, he has contributed nearly $125,000 to various Democratic politicians, starting with Al

Gore's 2000 presidential campaign, according to the Center for Responsive Government. He supports » VIDEOS |
Democrat Barack Obama for president. N
[ TOPICS |

Burnett caught the attention of Bush administration insiders as a researcher at the Center for Regulatory
Study, a joint effort by the American Enterprise Institute and the Brookings Institution, where he co-authored a

number of reports on regulation including one criticizing a ban on using cell phones while driving and another . Quick Job Search
criticizing the EPA regulation of arsenic as too expensive with limited benefits. careerbuilderzon
E-mail to a friend =% | Mixx it | Share keyword(s)
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chnt 432 Does this really surprise anyone? Bush/Cheyney are the biggest idiots that
UP ate ever held such high office in this country. | am more appalled by them saying
minutes ago that they were questioning the science. They don't have a clu ...more
Bodb ted 32 Cate, are you a physicist? | don't think so. | am. Global warming is real. You
Up. ate only need to look at the melting of the polar ice caps to realize this, i.e., you
minutes ago don't need to be a rocket scientist. (you do need to ...more
Jezntmz 32 Chaney's interest is "oil" driven. Status quo allows more cars to be sold, which
update keeps the dependence on oil. $$$$$ Hope someone puts a wind mill up on his
minutes ago \
property when he's out of office.
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Decisions to name storms draw concern

As season ends, some say center rushes to classify, which costs you

By ERIC BERGER
Copyright 2007 Houston Chronicle

With another hurricane season set to end this Friday, a
controversy is brewing over decisions of the National
Hurricane Center to designate several borderline
systems as tropical storms.

Some meteorologists, including former hurricane center
director Neil Frank, say as many as six of this year's 14
named tropical systems might have failed in earlier
decades to earn "named storm" status.

"They seem to be naming storms a lot more than they
used to," said Frank, who directed the hurricane center
from 1974 to 1987 and is now chief meteorologist for
KHOU-TV. "This year, | would put at least four storms in
a very questionable category, and maybe even six."

Most of the storms in question briefly had tropical
storm-force winds of at least 39 mph. But their central
pressure — another measure of intensity — suggested
they actually remained depressions or were non-tropical
systems.

Any inconsistencies in the naming of tropical storms and
hurricanes have significance far beyond semantics.

The number of a season's named storms forms the

RESOURCES

MAYBE NOT

Some meteorologists say six
systems during the 2007 hurricane
season — Chantal, Erin, Gabrielle,
Ingrid, Jerry and Melissa — might
not have deserved tropical storm
status because of relatively high
central pressure.

Named storms and their paths
from 2007 season

TROPICAL WEATHER LINKS

Eric Berger's SciGuy blog

The Chronicle's Hurricane Central

Tropical weather updates

U.S. Coast Guard storm center

Categories and Saffir-Simpson

FAQ: Hurricanes, typhoons,
tropical cyclones

foundation of historical records used to determine trends in hurricane activity. Insurance
companies use these trends to set homeowners' rates. And such information is vital to scientists
trying to determine whether global warming has had a measurable impact on hurricane activity.

Forecasters at the hurricane center deny there's any inconsistency in the practice of naming

tropical storms.

"For at least the last two decades, | am certain most, if not all, the storms named this year would
have also been named," said Bill Read, deputy director of the Miami-based center.

What everyone agrees has changed is the ability of meteorologists to more accurately analyze
tropical systems, thanks to an increased number of reconnaissance flights with sophisticated
tools and the presence of more satellites to monitor storms from above.

Scientists generally agree that prior to the late 1970s and widespread satellite coverage,
hurricane watchers annually missed one to three tropical storms that developed far from land or

were short-lived.

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/5337583.html

11/29/2007
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But this season’'s large number of minimal tropical storms whose winds exceeded 39 mph for only
a short period has ignited a separate debate: whether even more modern technology and a
change in philosophy has artificially inflated the number of storms in recent years.

Launch of QuikSCAT

A case in point is Tropical Storm Chantal, a short-lived system that formed in late July south of
Nova Scotia and moved toward the northeast, out to sea.

Some meteorologists say the storm was never a tropical system at all, because it formed well out
of the tropics. Others say it wouldn't have been named before the 1999 launch of the QuikSCAT
satellite, which measures surface winds and alerted forecasters to Chantal's organization.

"Without QuikSCAT, Chantal might never have gotten named," said Jeff Masters, a meteorologist
and founder of The Weather Underground Web site, a popular resource for tracking hurricanes.

As the technology to observe storms has grown better, the definition of a tropical storm has
remained unchanged. Such systems have a center of low pressure with a closed circulation,
organized bands of thunderstorms and winds of at least 39 mph. Storms are upgraded to
hurricanes when their winds reach 74 mph.

In earlier years before widespread satellite coverage, the hurricane center placed more emphasis
on measurements of central pressure than wind speeds in designating tropical storms and giving
those systems names, Frank said. Central pressures and wind speed are related, but the
relationship isn't absolute.

Frank said he prefers using central pressure, because it can be directly measured by aircraft
dropping an instrument into a tropical system.

If a reconnaissance plane had measured a wind speed above 39 mph during Frank's tenure, the
system would not automatically have been named. His forecasters might have waited a day to
see if the central pressure fell, he said, to ensure that the system really was a tropical storm.

That practice probably would have prevented some systems, such as Tropical Storm Jerry, from
getting named this year, Frank said. After being upgraded, Jerry remained a tropical storm for
less than a day in the northern Atlantic.

"In the past, we would have waited to see if another observation supported naming the system,”
Frank said. "We would have been a little more conservative."

Data inconsistencies

The apparent change in the philosophy of naming systems has rankled some longtime hurricane
watchers. Jill Hasling, president of Houston's Weather Research Center, said comparing the
number of tropical storms and hurricanes today with the historical record is almost impossible.

But Read, of the hurricane center, believes wind speeds are the true indicator of a tropical
system'’s status. Now that more accurate wind measurements are available, it only makes sense
to use the best technology to quickly determine if a system has reached tropical storm strength,
he said.

"An oncologist today would use the latest technology for determining and assessing one's
cancer," Read said. "Would you use a doctor who only used X-rays instead of the latest MRI?"

Inconsistencies with the data have plagued scientists trying to determine whether global warming
has increased the number or intensity of hurricanes.

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/5337583.html 11/29/2007
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In fact, there are reasons to believe that historical storms have been overcounted as well as
undercounted, said Judith Curry, chair of the School of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at the
Georgia Institute of Technology.

Before satellites, scientists had few ways to tell the difference between tropical systems and non-
tropical storms. As a result, some non-tropical storms probably were named.

"The bottom line is that, yes, we do have errors in tropical cyclone counts," said Curry. "But it is
not clear whether this adds a net negative or positive bias to any trend."

eric.berger@chron.com
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paleocon wrote:
Just more proof of GW fear mongers making the tail wag the dog.
11/29/2007 9:46 AM CST

Recommend Report abuse

. UseYourBrain wrote:
I think two things are at play here:

1) After Katrina, they're being more (too) cautious and naming storms early.
2) They need to catch up with their prediction of numbered storms.

I highly doubt it's a conspiracy between insurance companies and the NWC.
11/29/2007 9:22 AM CST
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. chappy?2 wrote:
I can hear the headline tomorrow: Higher number of named storms proves Global
l Warming is destroying the Earth! Disaster imminent!
11/29/2007 9:19 AM CST
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Lmgarvin wrote:
Frankly, I'm still scratching my head over them naming a subtropical storm
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debate
over tiny
creature
Some say ‘Pfiesteria’
not the true assassin
involved in fish kills

ByNicholu_Wade
N.Y. Times News Service

Pfiesteria piscicida is a microbe with a
Jaws-like reputation, This mini-monster
of the ocean is said to exude a toxin that
destroys fish and produces neurological
problems, even memory loss, in people.

When pfiesteria is detected, waters are
closed to fishing and swimming, and in
the last five years, federal agencies have
financed some $11 million in research on
the microbe. :

But all this commotion, some scien-
tists now say, may have been generated
by a misreading
of the microbe’s
life cycle, Ac-
cording to sev-
eral recent arti-
cles, including
two being pub-
lished this week,
pfiesteria does’
not morph into a
multitude of tox-
in-producing -
forms, as report-
ed, but is an or-
dinary marine
microbé, per-
haps toxic nei-
ther to fish nor
topeople, ' .

In the spec-
tacular fish kills
that seem tangi-
ble proof of pfi-
esteria’s ferocity,
the researchers
believe, the true
assassin is a wa-
ter-borne fungus
known as’
Aphanomyces in-
vadans. o

Dr. JoAnn
Burkholder, the
N.C. State Uni-
versity botanist
who named Pfi- "

lic attention, maintains as she originally
reported that the microbe is toxic and
goes amoeba-like stages in its
life cycle. The laboratories with which:
she has shared her special strain of #fi-

_esterig largely agree.

.a's toxin has recently been iso-

“tency. i

been sgid to be imminent for years, and

-they:?edwaitingmmmw'
lished results." B

%mmmmm“"'

'mwmmmmmﬂ

* because they do not agree they are work--
ing with the same strain of pfiesteria, a
kind of microbe called a dinoflagellate.



DEBATE
_.CONTINUED FROM 1A

Such' scientific disputes- are

usually resolved by laboratories’-

exchanging materials and trying
to replicate results. But in this
case’ Dr. Burkholder has de-

clined to make her toxic strain of -

pfiesteria widely available.

Until she does so, her critics
say, it is impossible for them to
attempt to confirm her work.
This impasse has halted resolu-
tion of concerns about a pre-
~sumed public health menace.

Each camp has benefited from

the flow of research funds to the’

field. And each agrees that the
issue has usefully drawn atten-

tion to an important issue ~ the ,

dumping -of excrement 'into

coastal waters by pig farmers, -

chicken farmers and municipali-
ties with low-grade sewage
plants. Dr. Burkholder asserts
that nutrients from the waste
help fuel blooms of toxxc Dfies-
teria.

Pfiesteria was dlscovered in
1988 by a team that included Dr.
Burkholder. Her experiences

were described in the book And -

the Waters Turned to Blood.
The microbe gained promi-
nence in 1997 after some 30,000
fish died in the Pocomoke River
of Maryland; pfiesteria, detected
in some water samples;:was im-

plicated, and rese&;rch money -

started to flow through six fed-
eral agencies.

-Several projects ﬁnanced by
the new research have now
come to fruition and some, in-
cluding one conducted by Dr. R.

Wayne Litaker of the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, contradict many of
Dr. Burkholder’s original
claims. Dr. Litaker, a molecular

biologist, set about developing

chemical probes that bound spe-
cifically to the genetic material
of pfiesteria. For a year and a

half, he says, he was puzzled at.

his failure to observe the 24-
stage’ life cycle reported by Dr.
Burkholder. *

Eventually, he said, he con-
cluded that the many amoeba-
like stages she included in the
cycle were contaminant amoe-
bas brought in on the fish on
which pfiesteria feed. As tracked
by his DNA probes, pfiesteria it-
self has a much simpler life cy-
cle, without any of the toxic

: amoeba—hke stages reported by

Dr. Burkholder.

- Dr. Litaker said he doubted
that Pfiesteria piscicida was toxic
at all. Tanks full of pfiesteria will
kill fish, but probably by eating
all the cells of their skin, not by
toxin, he said, and there are
probably never enough' mi-
¢robes in seawater to harm fish.
Still, he said: “You have millions
of people afraid-to go to the
beach. It has become part of the
mythos of our culture.” -

Dr. Litaker and his colleagues
describe their work in the cur-
rent Journal of Phycology.

Several scientists agree with

Dr. Litaker’s thesis. Dr. .

Wolfgang Vogelbein at the Vir-

.ginia Institute'of Marine Science
and other colleagues report this’

week in the:journal Nature that
FPfiesteria piscicida does not kill
fish unless it comes in direct
contact with them, suggesting
that it just eats away the fish’s
skin and allows other organisms
to administer the coup de grace.
Members of a team led by Dr:
Robert Gawley at the University
of Miami say they can find no
toxin in a closely related mi-
crobe, Pfiesteria shumwayae.

- Their report appears today in

The Proceedings of the Natumal

* Academy of Sciences.

Dr. Thomas Nerad, an expert
on single-celled marine organ-

“isms at t#§ American Type Cul-

ture . Collectnon, a repository of

‘ micro-organisms and-molecular’

biology materials, said he too
had C'o.n'.cluded that Dr.
Burkholder’s 24-stage life cycle
for pﬁestma was “totally implau-
sible.”

“She never did the proper sci-

ence of picking a single cell and .

following it through a'life cycle,”
Dr. Nerad saxd He described
her work as “science ‘fiction.”

- Dr. Leonard Haas, an ecolo-
gist at the Virginia Institute of
Marine Science, said he too had
failed to observe any amoeba-
like forms in the life cycle.of
Pfiesteria piscicida or in a related
organistn, Pfiesteria shumwayae,

which Dr. Burkholder also

reported to have a 24- stage life
cycle.
Dr. Karen Steldmger a

. dinoflagelatte expert at the Flor-
ida Marine Research Institute.
.and a co-author with Dr.,

Burkholder on the article that

- described and named Pfiesteria

piscicida, issued a statement

dissociating herself from the
characterization of the amoeba-
like and other life cycle stages,
This work-was done by Dr.
Burkholder, Dr. Steidinger said,
-and she knew of no appropriate

_photographic "documentation "aof

Dfiesteria’s life cycle. - 7,
Dr. Daniel Baden, an expert

on marine toxins at the Univer-

sity of North Carolina, said that

in all the years people had

worked on pfiesteria no one had
yet isolatéed a specific toxin from
it, a task that should not be diffi-
cult if its toxin resembled those
produced by the six known
classes of toxic dinoflagelattes.
As to whether the microbe is
toxic to people, Dr. Carol Rubin,

-the leading pfiesteria expert at

the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, said in an e-mail
message that despite intensive
research, costing “several mil-

‘lion dollars annually” in- grants

to six state health agencies, “it
has not been scientifically dem-
onstrated that Pfiesteria pis-

-cicida produces toxins or that

the presence of the organism in
water is a human health hazard.”
Dr. Burkholder and her allies
say the problem is simply that
her critics have been using the
wrong strain of Pfiesteria pis-
cicida. Kept in fish tanks, the or-
ganism can be fed on algae or on
fish, Dr. Burkholder explained,
but it loses its tox1c1ty if fed just
on algae; the toxin is induced
only when the microbe needs to,
kill fish. She maintains that pfies-

. lerta is toxic and has amoeba-

like stages as she has reported.
Doctors Litaker, Nerad, Haas
and Baden all say their laborato-

ries have been unable to obtain

cultures from her.

Dr. Burkholder said she had
given her toxic strain' of pis-
cicida to 17 different laborato-
ries. But she could not give it to
Dr. Litaker because his re-
search overlapped that of her
students. “I have a responsibil-
ity to my graduate students. not

. to provide cultures to people

whose research. is so similar
that my students couldn’t get
credit,” she said.

She also thinks critics like Dr.
Litaker will not evaluate her
strain fairly. “I do not believe
that Litaker or his research
team is remotely objective,” she
said, adding that only “neutral
people” should evaluate her re-
search.
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Danger

of marine
microbe up
for debate

By Gareth McGrath
Staff Writer

Something smells a little fishy to an environmental watch-
dog group headed by Robert Kennedy Jr.

Severa]yearsago.fedemloﬁmtswmdaboutatomﬁsh—
killing organism becoming a major public health hazard allo-
mtedmﬂhmsofdoﬂarsmmmhmtstosmdythehtﬂe-
known microbe.

Pfiesteria pi , which scientists believe may be living
mpnchtsupanddowntheEaatCoast,ﬂoumhumnument
mhwatersﬁlledmthaunnalwaste,humansewageorhru]-
izers.

Although lnmﬂessmmostgmaea,

some researchers believe the microbe. |
can sometimes mutate into a toxic-
emitting organism that kills fish and
has harmful effects on humans. -
- In North Carolina, Pfiesteria out-
breaks claimed more than a billion fish
last decade. In 1997 a large outbreak
in the Chesapeake Bay killed thousands
of fish and left fisherman afflicted with
lesions and memory problems.

Institutions that received federal
funding to study the microbe include
the University of North Carolina at

State University and several institu-
tions in Maryland and Virginia. - .
But recéntly many of the researchers
who received grant funds — totaling
about $12 million of the $16 million dis-
tributed by a slew of federal agencies
since the mid-1990s - have said they've
been unable to find or grow toxic Pfi-
estena,leadumthemtoouncmdethat--
the organism isn’t toxic. ' :
That flies in the face of re-
search from scientists — led by
N.C. State’s JoAnn Burkholder - whohavexdentlﬁedandcul-
mtedthemumbeandpublnhedmomthanmpeer—revwed

articles about toxic Pftesteria.
“brnedaboutresearchdolhmhavmgbmgwastedwpos-

sibly diverted to non-Pfiesteria-related studies, the Waterkeeper

Alhanoehasrequesteddoannentsdetaﬂmgﬂwmmmhthat

_was done with the grant funds.

“It'shndothardtobehevethatpeoplearesuddenlysamng
this toxin doesn’t exist,” said Robin Greenwald, executive di-
rector of the alliance. lesepeopiearen'tnukingupme;rdl-
nesses, and these fish really did die.”

Rick Dove, the alliance’s Southeast repteeentahve and for-
mer Neuse riverkeeper, audhe’sseenﬁrsthandthe damage
the microbe can do.

”I‘heremcle&randmseeﬂdemethatthaeusammn,lt s
being produced and it's dangerous,” he said.

Butmamcenth York Mmhachersdthenm

Sez ToxiN-| 3B

CONTINUED FROM 1B
ic theory said Pfiesteria doesn't
have the exotic life cycle that’s
been attributed to it. The scien-
tists said although the microbe
might weaken fish, another or-
ganism actually lulls them. -

But Dr. Burkholder; who co-
discovered Pfiesteria in 1988,

-said their research could have

‘been comprom;sed because
those scientists were working
with benign Pfiesteria strains or
incorrectly cultured ones - rais-
ing questions about the re-
searchers’ competency to do the
work in the first place.

In the recent news article,
several researchers also criti-

" cized Dr. Burkholder for not

wrdelysharmghertmncmu

Fnday she defended the prac-'

uoe.amungthatherteamdadn’
have the resources to provide
cultures to researchers beyond

the small collection of laborato-
ries she is already sharing the
toxic strain with.

“We repeatedly told the fed-
eralagmaesthatwedonthave
the . money to train personnel
and we're not simply going to
gwethemcdhneabecausethm

. :saveryda:mrous
- work with,” Dr. Burkholder

organism to

said. 'I‘hatwwldbelrreaponm—
ble of us.” -

Although she’s been resear-
clnngmemmbefarmadec-

‘ade, Dr. Burkholder said her-

team received very little of the
federal money reserved for

Figures on how much funding
UNCW has received for Pfies-

teria research since 1997

weren't immediately available
late last week. But the
Waterkeeper Alliance estimates
the amount at about $1 million.

Mr. Dove said the issue is rel-
atively simple; if certain re-
searchers either couldn’t pro-

- duce toxic Pfiesteria ‘or didn't
_have the expertise to do the re-

search, then why did they keep
accepting federal funds ear-
marked for that purpose? -

“If we let this go by, let people
who couldn’t do it say there’s no
toxin becduse we couldn’t find it,
that will clearly spell the end for
Pfiesteria research, and we can't
let that happen,” he said. “We
know we've got a bad organism
hert' The problem is we don’t

how bad.” . '
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