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Revisiting arsenic pollcy
a mistake, EPA chief says

‘If I'd been smart
... Iwould've let
the courts decide’

Traci Watson
SA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Environmental
Protection head Christie
Whitman says she made a strate-
gic mistake in reconsidering a
strict federal limit on arsenic levels
in drinking water.

Her announcement in March
that the EPA would take a second
look at a new arsenic standard set

by the Clinton administration was |

not bad Whitman says, but
it was naive politics.

“Politically, if I'd been smart, |
would've never it. | never
would've gone back. | would've let
the courts decide,” Whitman said
be-sued amywey by the Western

anyway
states and a bunch of water com-
panies, and | should've just left it
there.”

Whitman said she was unpre-
pared for the fallout of her decision
on the arsenic hmlt which
prompted outrage from environ-
mental groups and jokes on late-
night television.

Arsenic, which is thought to
cause cancer, is found naturally in
some kinds of rock and can leach
mto undwater through erosion

i High arsenic concentra-
tmns are found mostly in the
drinking water of Western cities,
such as Albuquerque.

For decades, the U.S. limit of the
chemical in drinking water stood

Washington

By Al Grillo, AP

Whitman: “Governors do not like
toletcwrtsmakepohqcover—
nors like to make policy.

A week earlier, the presi-
d% backed off a campaign
pledge to cut global-warming
emissions from power plants.

The string of events hel
tray Bush as weak on public-health
o yts s e P

Analysts said Whitman's arsenic
dec:smn played a prime role in giv-

ing the administration an image

problem

atten in a
way thgaetts another chemical would
not,” Sl§|.le;:i::ubhcan pollster Whit

obvi-

at 50 parts per billion. In 1999, the Ayres

of Sciences said
to be lowered as
ible. One of the last
e Clinton administration
was to cut the arsenic
10 parts per
ng groups, many water
compames and some Western
lawmakers immediately protested.
They said the cost to lower the lim-
it would be devastating and the
science was unproved. Several
months later, Whitman
re-examine setting the limit.
Her decision came the same
the Bush administration said it
would also suspend new limil

National Acade
that limit ny
soon as
acts by the
m]an

its on

to it

Debbie Sease, tive director
of the Sierra Club, characterized
Whitman's decision as “a terrible
political mistake” that helped fo-
cus the pubhc's attention on Bush's
environmental policies. ]?rgsemc
... is not comphcated. just
scary and bad,” Sease said

In response to the ‘arsenic
uproar, both the House and Senate
approved measures calling for

S Congres wil end Bush an

sen an

arsemc—hmmng provision, proba-
bly attached to a spending bill.

If that happens, Whitman said,
she's not sure she'd advise a presi-

d por-

States, cities using
bouthue blends

Some of the states and
metropolitan areas where
“bouuque blends" of gasoline

lower air pol-
luuon 5 IA)

lr Albuquerque
» Atlanta

» Missoula, Mont. [
» Nashville .
» New York City
» Norfolk, Va.

» Philadelphia
» Phoenix

» Pittsburgh

» Portland, Ore.
» St. Louis

» Salt Lake City
» Seattle I
» Tulsa !

dential veto, because of the pos- |
sible consequences of turning
down a spen
Whitman, who was  governor of |
New Jersey before the helm
at the EPA, said she's still not hkebf i
to let the courts settle future poli c|y
decisions, despite the political fal
out from her move to suspend the
limit on arsenic. Whi said.
Being a governor, Whitman
gave her the “bad habit” of wanting
to make her own decisions.
“Governors do not like to let |
courts make policy,” she said.
“Governors like to make policy.”
Asked about global warming
and Bushs rejection of the Kyoto
Protocol which has been acce]
by 180 nations, Whitman
thI'l never offer a }

ym this hesitate to even |
caIlltap n Whltmansald.“lt
m be a series of initiatives and }




