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The U.N. report says that many eco-systems are reaching a "tipping point."

(CNN) -- The world's eco-systems are at risk of "rapid degradation
and collapse" according to a new United Nations report.

The third Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-3) published by the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) warns that unless "swift,
radical and creative action" is taken "massive further loss is
increasingly likely."

Ahmed Djoghlaf, executive secretary of the CBD said in a
statement: "The news is not good. We continue to lose biodiversity
at a rate never before seen in history."

The U.N. warns several eco-systems including the Amazon
rainforest, freshwater lakes and rivers and coral reefs are
approaching a "tipping point" which, if reached, may see them never
recover.

The report says that no government has completely met biodiversity

BP, subcontractors: Spill is
the other guy's fault

Missing nurse found dead

Gold soars to record high

Stocks seesaw in volatile
trade

What the Greeks have to
cut

NewsPulse
Most popular stories right now

Explore the news with NewsPulse »

U.N. report: Eco-systems at 'tipping
point'
By Matthew Knight for CNN
May 10, 2010 1:29 p.m. EDT

Home Video U.S. World Politics Justice Entertainment Tech Health Living Travel Opinion iReport

EDITION:  U.S. INTERNATIONAL Sign up Log in

NewsPulse Money Sports

Feedback

Recommend Mark Imperial and 79 others recommend
this.79 people recommend this. Be the first
f  f i d     d i

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

Eco-systems around the world
are experiencing continuing
degradation

Economic costs of ignoring the
worth of biodiversity are huge

U.N. spokesman estimates
cumulative loss by 2050 could
be $121 trillion

U.N. secretary general Ban Ki-
moon calls for "new vision for
biological diversity"

RELATED TOPICS

Nature and the
Environment
United Nations
Environment Programme

Part of complete coverage on

Earth's Frontiers

http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/news/companies/BP_hearings/
http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/news/companies/BP_hearings/
http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/crime/2010/05/11/ng.nurse.found.cnn
http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/crime/2010/05/11/ng.nurse.found.cnn
http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/markets/gold/
http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/markets/markets_newyork/
http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/markets/markets_newyork/
http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/news/international/greek_austerity/
http://money.cnn.com/2010/05/11/news/international/greek_austerity/
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/video/
http://www.cnn.com/video/
http://www.cnn.com/US/
http://www.cnn.com/US/
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/
http://www.cnn.com/POLITICS/
http://www.cnn.com/POLITICS/
http://www.cnn.com/JUSTICE/
http://www.cnn.com/JUSTICE/
http://www.cnn.com/SHOWBIZ/
http://www.cnn.com/SHOWBIZ/
http://www.cnn.com/TECH/
http://www.cnn.com/TECH/
http://www.cnn.com/HEALTH/
http://www.cnn.com/HEALTH/
http://www.cnn.com/LIVING/
http://www.cnn.com/LIVING/
http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/
http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/
http://www.cnn.com/OPINION/
http://www.cnn.com/OPINION/
http://www.ireport.com/
http://www.ireport.com/
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/
http://www.cnn.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/?cnn_shwEDDH=1
javascript:CNN_handleOverlay('profile_signup_overlay');
javascript:CNN_handleOverlay('profile_signin_overlay');
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://money.cnn.com/
http://money.cnn.com/
http://money.cnn.com/
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/?xid=cnnnav
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/?xid=cnnnav
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/?xid=cnnnav
http://ads.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click%26FlightID=301186%26AdID=409014%26TargetID=81750%26Segments=2247,2274,2607,2743,3285,4898,9496,9779,9781,9784,9853,13112,15605,16113,16338,17173,17251,18517,18857,18902,18982,20139,23724,25513,26167,31433,31686,31782,32411,32594,33299,33489,33852,34604,35495,35957,36376,36664,36864,36965,37066,37132,37152,37189,37272,37275,37429,37430,37433,37434,37435,37533,37580%26Targets=31327,2739,1515,29142,82690,86246,88835,75999,81750,89770,89968,91937%26Values=43,60,82,100,150,1266,1588,2738,4445,52263,52679,52897,56058,57005,57896,58472,58702,59987,59993,61089,61095,61167,61284%26Redirect=http://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/13001-83639-2007-6?mpt=bhmkNal,bfRtqellauv
javascript:O_LC()
javascript:O_LC()
http://www.cnn.com/CNNI/Programs/earths.frontiers/
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1074502983
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Nature_and_the_Environment
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Nature_and_the_Environment
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/United_Nations_Environment_Programme
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/United_Nations_Environment_Programme


http://www.mixx.com/submit/story?page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2010%2FWORLD%2Fafrica%2F05%2F10%2Fbiodiversity.loss.report%2Findex.html&title=U.N.%20report%3A%20Eco-systems%20at%20'tipping%20point'%20&description=The%20world's%20eco-systems%20are%20at%20risk%20of%20%26quot%3Brapid%20degradation%20and%20collapse%26quot%3B%20according%20to%20a%20new%20United%20Nations%20report.&partner=CNN
http://www.mixx.com/submit/story?page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2010%2FWORLD%2Fafrica%2F05%2F10%2Fbiodiversity.loss.report%2Findex.html&title=U.N.%20report%3A%20Eco-systems%20at%20'tipping%20point'%20&description=The%20world's%20eco-systems%20are%20at%20risk%20of%20%26quot%3Brapid%20degradation%20and%20collapse%26quot%3B%20according%20to%20a%20new%20United%20Nations%20report.&partner=CNN
http://cnntweet.appspot.com/articles/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2010%2FWORLD%2Fafrica%2F05%2F10%2Fbiodiversity.loss.report%2Findex.html/U.N.%20report%3A%20Eco-systems%20at%20'tipping%20point'%20/tweet/
http://cnntweet.appspot.com/articles/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2010%2FWORLD%2Fafrica%2F05%2F10%2Fbiodiversity.loss.report%2Findex.html/U.N.%20report%3A%20Eco-systems%20at%20'tipping%20point'%20/tweet/
javascript:cnnShowOverlay('cnnShareThisStory123');
javascript:cnnShowOverlay('cnnShareThisStory123');
javascript:cnn_stryInitSaveS();
javascript:cnn_stryInitSaveS();
http://www.cnn.com/CNNI/Programs/earths.frontiers/


U.N. report: Eco-systems at 'tipping point' - CNN.com

http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/05/10/biodiversity.loss.report/index.html[5/11/2010 4:40:47 PM]

We recommend
Oil spill threatens world's largest artificial
reef
House approves $6 billion 'cash for caulkers'
CNNMoney
Painted elephants on parade in London

More World
Gordon Brown quits as UK prime minister
Pope: Sex abuse scandal 'terrifying'
Aquino holds lead in Philippine vote

targets that were first set out in 2002 -- the year of the first GBO
report.

Executive Director of the U.N. Environmental Program Achim
Steiner said there were key economic reasons why governments
had failed in this task.

"Many economies remain blind to the huge value of the diversity of
animals, plants and other life-forms and their role in healthy and
functioning eco-systems," Steiner said in a statement.

Although many countries are beginning to factor in "natural capital,"
Steiner said that this needs "rapid and sustained scaling-up."

Despite increases in the size of protected land and coastal areas,
biodiversity trends reported in the GBO-3 are almost entirely
negative.

Vertebrate species fell by nearly one third between 1970 and 2006,
natural habitats are in decline, genetic diversity of crops is falling
and sixty breeds of livestock have become extinct since 2000.

Nick Nuttall, a U.N. Environmental Program spokesman, said the
cost of eco-systems degradation is huge.

"In terms of land-use change, it's thought that the annual financial
loss of services eco-systems provide -- water, storing carbon and
soil stabilization -- is about €50 billion ($64 billion) a year," Nuttall
told CNN.

"If this continues we may well see by 2050 a cumulative loss of what
you might call land-based natural capital of around €95 trillion ($121
trillion)," he said.

"If we start putting these figures on the table, then governments
might actually wake up to this. We've had a financial crisis. We've
also got a natural resource scarcity crisis looming fast."

The GBO-3 is a landmark study in what is the U.N.'s International
Year of Biodiversity and will play a key role in guiding the
negotiations between world governments at the U.N. Biodiversity
Summit in Nagoya, Japan in October 2010.

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged governments to give
biodiversity a "higher priority in all areas of decision making and in
all economic sectors" and called for a "new vision for biological
diversity."

The CBD -- an international treaty designed to sustain diversity of
life on Earth -- was set up at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in
1992.
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