Guard may extend

‘Wrightsville pier

‘ ‘By Gareth McGrath
| Staff Writer o
Worried that it §vas runni

Beach.: ‘
. Instead; the agency will now look

 to extend its roughly 90-foot pier far-. '

ther out into Banks Chianne].
. “We think this is a better long-
~term plan because once we've ab-

sorbed the initia] costs to build it, we -

shouldn’tthaav'fgt‘e too many mainte.
harice costs-after that,” saiq Chief
-} Petty Ofﬁqer Ross Fowle. ’
.| - Butaddinga 40-foot exténsion to
| the L-shaped pier wasn’t the
agency’s first option for the station’s
“ shoaling woes,- - - .

.. The Coast Guiard had said sand
clogging the basin wag causing prob-
1éms for the base’s boats, threaten-
ing the service’s ability to perform

" ment missjons.

Chief Petty Officer Fowle said -

_ g out of time, the Coast Guard °
has scrapped plans tp dredge its boat basin at Wrightsville

.extend its 90-foot -
pier by 40 feet, -

search-and-rescue and law enforce-

UPDATE .

THE ISSUE: The
boat basin at
Wrightsviile Beach
Coast Guard station
Is shoaling up.
WHAT’S NEW: .
Coast Guard has
scrapped plans to
dredge basin after
heighbors -
complairied. .
WHAT'S NEXT; -
Coast Guard will -

SEE PR | 4B

the station’s larger boats, which include 47- and 41-foot craft, o .

s ko

%

CONTINUED FROM 1B

were running out of draft. “We,
can still use it, but we’re getting

- pretty close,” he said, adding
. that the station conducts about

200 search-and-rescue mis-
sions and 600 law enforcement
boardings a year. -

To remedy the situation, the

- Coast Guard was pushing to

dredge the basin back to a depth-
of 10 feet - pumping roughly

2,000 cubic yards of sand onto a :
. - spoil island on the other side of .

Banks Channel ~ before its 10-

' year permit expires later this'
- year. . . :

- - The basin, which includes a
+ . floating.dock, is roughly 80 feet
" wide'by 170 feet long,

But someé neighbors near the

: facility, perched on the south-

ern tip of the New Hanover

County barrier island, opposed

the dredging. - .
They claimed the basin,

~along with'the station’s
i bulkhead, has modxﬁed the nat.

ural ‘transport of sand north of

'+ Banlks Channel, resulting in dis-

appearing beaches.. -
Cleaning out the basin, they-

said, would simply allow the

station to trap more sand des-

. tined for the island’s soundside
- beaches. : . :

But the Army Corps of Engi-
neers had said there wasn't
enough ‘proof that the station
was the cause of the lost sand. -
" For their part, Coast Guard

“officials had argued that other °

factors - ranging from the
region’s rash of hurricanes in

the late 1990s to the large jet-

ties in Masonboro channe] -~

' were contributing to the beach

erosion. S

. But earlier this year the par-
‘ties appeared edging toward a
compromise solution that would
.have seen the dredged sand de- -
posited on the eroded beaches .
north of the Coast Guard. sta-
tion. . S '_ _

Worries about increased’
shoaling, however, coupled

- with new homeland security re-
. quirements, appear to have con-~

“vinced the Coast Guard to opt .

for the pier-extension solution. . -

" Chief Petty Officer -Fowle -
said he expects construction,
which requires approvals from -
severa] federal and state agen: -

Cies, to start next year. -
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