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Some time before 64 years and four JllCHlt'hs 
~Eric Blair wrote an essayaboutdJer 
~'Qfwotds inpUbHc ~ 11ie 
~l·.ed:toed dOwn the decades; its. 
~*".often heard in new essays (like' 
~~)(msloppy and mi&leading use of 
,~.¥blspoli~ consequences. 

And let's not ev~get started on "eco­
nonUCd¢v:el~t".or "regionalism." 
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Theseandmany'cither terms are widely 
used. TheY-have ileertai.fi. fo~, but it's not 
clear ~l~lnean or rather, it is clear 
·that th~m,eanf8r too many things. 

;,WJii,D h. a.word," Humpty Dumpty ex­
phuns ioAllce in Through the Looking 
Glass, "itmeans just w:hat I choose it to 

'. mean-rieithermore rior less}' . 

''The question is,"asksAllce, "whether •. 
you can make words rn.eartso ~ differ­
eat tli..... " . 'i,~ 

·'1'he ~~~ni&,:said,r(UD1pty o.~/~
''-\vbiCfI;'iS to be riiast~ tbat'$,.~."· ;:- ­

'~: ; ,:'< ';"..~.: "'-::.,.' . ,,{-,' ~ ',' ;~", .,: ,:' :f:-, ,;'~ _,',~; ,',<J,", t, 
..... Ifi~~ellutges,jl¥¢we '!1~ ,tile... . 
· ". "Jhe.'WOrd, aQd Dot the~

.:;-~~n·:~,"t·, ..,f;:i;i.&", 
. OrtJietWo; drWeUis right. JmfH1l11lpty.of.. 
{m,the betij!irdeacrip9.0Jl of~ow·~~ 
abOvt poijtiCSahd policy; .. 

t....) . • ". UIL',...... -'~1his~~Q 
. ~,;'::.'~"".'~.'.·m~·."""-··"*. ~.i..•, ... ·'·wQnJj;~.,"'~lliIt1ll1i:=t:L.''::'';::'O!.! "".,.....".... '. #i,.~.. ..._........,.tbat~.·.··.. ;. . S "'~..'S-~~_ ',,' .arid.mU.l.tiJ1Ll'ii.U,1 UJ,h~ 1$ 
ilWliestoiJay.Fbtexmiiple; ~. is "sustam~· -corivenilltlon'isren~ ineamnglesS'; we alr 
ability?'" Wen.. th~ how about ('civic en- merely talk to ourselves. So, everyone can, . 
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sjnk.. of.......uc and 'vateobds"; . '.' ,
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..~ Nement?" "the free market?'\ "closing the be entlIusiastic about."$US1:aUmbility,': and' 
'.~?,' "livability?" "smartgm-yvth?"
• 	 Eacli of these terms encompasses such a 


wide and changing range ofidiosyncratic 

meanings that use ofit tens us little about 


. .... ..' '. . . . 
the ~pIC. .' . . 
Then there's "green." Kermit The Frog 
warned that "ifs~ easy being ~n,"put 

. enthusiasts are not ch!unted by puppets. 

everyone is dissatisfied with the action that 
ensues because. it's.nQt what:tJtey meant. 
.' . . .' . .' . 
A r~eut sru.dy by ~nc~m~g m. the
Urban Affa.us Rev:tew mvesttgated what 
"sustainabillty" means to l~'officials 

, throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. 
. He fowid t4at the,te~ hl,lS "multiple 
meanings" to them including, for example: . , ' . ~ 

Rich Harwood, a long-time civic engage­
ment advocate, recently "banned" the term 
from rusorganization'swork beoause it- , 
"has become a catcil-:8ll." Itpromotes. 

. mindlessacti.v:ity, Whiah; in~ causeS' . 
people ~ "lose sight ofoui' real' ~.'.. 

. Another ClltTtntlY:PnWalentexample of. 
. Orwellian ''meaningless w~",istlu1 
"creative class," the.latest bid in the . 
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