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themes. fire often heard in new éssays (like

ﬂﬁsonc) on sloppy and misleading use of
g that hgs pOhtwal consequences.

: 'Haew 1946 eéssay. argued that “the
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ability?” Well, then, how asbout ‘civic.en-
gagement?” “the free market?” “closing the

W?” “livability?” “smart grawth?”

Each of these terms encompasses such a
wide and changing range of idiosyncratic
meanings 1 that use of it tells us httle about

* the topic.

Then there’s s “green.” Kemut The Frog
warned that “it’s not easy being green,” but

. enthusxasts are not daunted by puppets
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And lct s not even gct started on “eco- -
nomi¢ develepment or “regionalism.”

 These and many dther terms are widely

- used. They have & certaif force, but it’s not
~ clear what they iean or rather, it is clear

‘ ‘tha’ttheymcanfartoo many things.

“When I usé a word,” Humpty Dumpty ex-'

plains to Alice in Through the Looking

" Glass, “it means just what I choose itto
S meau—-nmther more tior less :

“The & quesuonxs, asksAhce “whcther -
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; conversation is renidered meanmgless, we a]Iiu V

merely talk to ourselves. So, evelyone fan.-
be enthusiastic about “sustainability,”, and
everyone is dissatisfied with the action that

_ensues because it’s not what they meant.

A recent study by Eric Zeemenng in the
irs Review investigated what
“sustainability”. means to lacal officials
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.

"He fourid that the term has “multiple

mean;ggs, to them mcl;xdmg for exampie:

you can make words msaﬁso hmny dlﬁer-

Rich Harwdod, a long-hme civic engage—
ment advocate, recently “banned” the term
.from his organization’s work because it .
“has become a catch-all.” It promotes

_mindless activity, which, in turn, causes

peoplem“losesxghtofeurrcaipurpo&

" Ancther curréntly prevalent example of.-
"Orwellian “medningless words” is the -

“creative class the latest bid i in the
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