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Stewardship·ofwater
Cape Fear Public Utility Authority IRates niust'~ncourage conservation

T',hose who use.water by the' THEIR VIEWS billing system was so backed up
, ,sip should not be pe,nalized thai some customers went months

Murray Shennan: Human nature is not going • h '. b'll hwith higher rates so that . to change. We will ,conserve only if there is an WIt out g¢ttmg ai, , t en got
water guzziers can get a break on· . immediate supply crisis or if we pay more a& socked with a whopper.
their bills. So while the Cape Fear we consume more. In almost all cases people ,- Billing cycles were erratic and,
'Public Utility Authority considers choose to have large families. The economic often longer than the customary
revising its rate structure to bet- cOlls~quences arethe,ir responsibilities. two-month period, which drove,
ter reflectthe typical customer's Shirley Hart Berry: An increasing tier may some modest users into higher '
usage, it also must not lose sight or may not have the desired conservation tiers, where they paid more. Resi7
oUhe best argument for its three- effects. A flat rate per unit is the most fair as dents outside the city of Wilm-
tiered system: conservation. those who use less obviously pay less. , ingtOIialso started paying by the

The authority is scheduled to --'"""----------- number of gallons rather than the
vote next week to mod,ify its water water.' During the recent droughts' county's optional flat rate, which
and sewer rates to head off com- lakes that served cities in the ." practically invited users to wast~ ,
plaints that its water rates are un- Triangle were becoming danger- water.
fair to people with large faIl).ilies., ously low,and towIis prepared for Rates for many users are higher
It proposes to bump the lowest' ,a battle over water rights. now, as officials told us they would
tier from 9,OO() gallons per two- The CFPUA gets water from be even before the authority was
month cycle to 12,000 gallons. But the Cape Fear River and from a formed. Bllt for years rates were
it also'would reduce the overall ," series of wells in northern New kept relatively low while little .
cost to the thirstiest consumers ' Hanover County that tap 'into the maintenance was done on water
~y allowing greater consumption Castle Hayne Aquifer: As more and sewer lines. The result of that
at lower rates. water is pulled from the aquifer 'neglect spewed a few summers '

While some adjustments.may be"' to'quench the $irst of a rapidly ago from sewer pipes and into
warranted, the authority should , growing region, concerns' about back yards and tidal creeks .

.continue to support a rate struc- shortages will also grow. Youget what you pay for.
ture that discourages excessive , It's notdifficulfto see the day ~FPUA must be accountable

, water usage~ when driPlking water in North and responsive to its customers,
.Themain complaint is that the Carolma becomes a precious ' but it sholild :Qeverbe pressured

current rates punish large fami- commodity. , ' , into baclting off policies that will
lies that use more water. That's rhe tiered rate system encour- keep the system in good repair
true. But the solution would in- ages conservation. It's a simple and help.conserve water for fu-
crease'rates for the sippers a little and fail' concept: As you use more ture generations ofCape Fear
whi}ereducing bills for the high-, water, you pay a higher rate. area residents.
est users. 'Rates have beena point of coli- Water isa valuable resource;

Water flows freely from our tentioJi since the authority was' let's hopeit never becomes so
taps, but itis notan unlimited re- formed last June, and some of scarce that we find out how much
source. North Carolina is growing the problems are of the utility's people are. really willing to pay
rapidly, and so is'its demand for making. Theitriotoriously flawed for it.




