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deepened generatmg headhnes and’
‘worriés about water tséacrossbroad
areas of the state, including the
Triangle, By:Mareh, the drought was
la‘b&ied theworst; inhalf acentury. By
. edrly'Juné, towns began hunting for
. water scofflaws: Easleyadvised resi-
dcnts ta turh oe‘f;ﬁlﬁa@ faatet when
. On Jmié 3, the golf club's presl- :
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| awrittén reguest to- p:ump water
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' The clubs requést im' Water even-
 tually was considered by local, state
- and federal agencies that had differ-

- 'ent oversight roles: .
~The state owns the water in Jordan
" Lake.But thmugh a lengthy process, -
" the water is allocated tolocal govern- -
" ments, such as Cary and Chatham
- Caunty, which pay for the water and
- have infrastructure to tap it.

‘ commnssmners abou

 the reco e
: ‘dub contact.

- Moreover, the lake is managed by

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers."
And the golf club wanted permission

¢ to pump from a spot'on fedéral prop-

o ety about a mile from the course.

. Frantz, who did not return numer-
* ous phone messages, routed the re-

quest to the Chatham County com-
missioners, who upanimously
agreed June 3 to let the club pump as

- much as 450,000 gallons a day for ir-
- rigation for up to thrée months. The

water would be counted against the
county’s daily allocation from Jordan
Lake. State law considers pumping

. “'more than 100,000 gallons a day to

be a major withdrawal. .
The county was not dramngallthe

4 million gallons per day it was al-

lowed; there was no debate a

i 4
lied the golf

Fransen expressed concerns and
discouraged both from proceeding,

accordmg to the mcoxﬂs. Fran:sen’




R \ , toid water systems and businesses to cut’ water use
by 20 percent His goif ciub got a pass. It took 6 miillion gallons that would have qone to Jordan Lake.

STAF FFILE PHOT( BY ROBERT W-!LLETT




S Rk o S etk Mw'boda e
™ ) b g baackiahe %

Jeng| @gk - HE urges i y aies:eouniges to peﬁgltzie L ;

“asiden ‘who Gén t fo!iaw strictions on waterj fgilawns and washmg carsand other - ST .
measures. - LT : R
£ Juiyis: Eas!e‘y spres.&sec etaﬁysays,“ﬂhagovemor beligyesit: scniaca1 thatwe begm Prowe G Y.k
co?s?rvmq’m%rﬂew even%areémherethmhasn 'tbeenaprabfem. The governoris " ﬁic,e b wemor V
. goingtodo whatever he needs to doto ensure that thereis an adequate water supply.”  wwsmtn | "’ .

Julyﬂ'Easieyhlghhghtshlsefforttormpose restrictions onlocal water systems."We + * S3WIES |
axﬂesperat«ely negd the rain,” he says while visiting a dry farmin Knightdale. i
July18: 0id Chatham Golf Clubbegms drawinhg watef froma tnbutary to Jordan Lake.

Julr 31: Pumping ends. with 5. 98 millien gatlons reported removed,

AN, 15; Easley orders state égenaes to stop nonessential water i use. -

. Sept. 16 Remnantso"f %roprcai Storm Hanna douse the state, effect:veiy enduhg the
dmught :
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vestment in grass.

Al of the officialh involved agroed

;:ﬂm ‘the state could have taken a pel-

al -ndded a w-mﬂin_magﬂioﬁ pond
"to:expand its on:sise capacity.
«. John Mortis was then-head of the

e said he doesn’t recall the memo
that msseattohm detailingthe ig-

e’ golf coxmse

. now retifed, *But basically, it was
 their water that was ‘allocated to
: them.

my Corps Sficial 4t Jordan LakeMi-
" chael Hosey, that:the state la Had “no
. objection’ to the golf club’s use as
: longasChatham Count gpprdifed
- . Hosey said 4t
‘ state agreement dearedthe way. .
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" Onluly10 Morris wrote to the Ar-

rview the» ,

. Twodayslater Easley;ssuedacon
troversial directive that local water
- systems and businesses, including in
- Chatham County, take quick steps to
‘ reduce their water use by 20 percent.
.- Easley spent the next week urging
people to save water, including during
- a visit to a farm.in Knightdale on July -
17where he-called the drought a ma-
 jor disaster and sought federal axd.
But Old Chatham: Golf. Club’s wa-

ter'was not affected byEasleys we, .

ter-saving directive. -

“The Old Chatham watér usage is,
because of the drought; and ‘would
not have occurred if the:drought had
not occurred,” wrote John Suther-

. hntie anothg;tsetate water WI s
. at the time-after-considering’ 3
" er the:club should: obey the: 20 per-
. cent restnct;on Atis asepmtecate— N
gory of use.™ . .

 pipeline along: the state’s” mgb@of, 3
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-mﬁnpmgatom Chatham be-

ks, the club took about'6 million
- galle ns that otherwise-would have
gone into Jordan Lake, according to

umping logs the club submitted to-

" 1f rained in tha samie, period, and -
k- iakelevdhaadydmppedwhﬂethe -

V15 ‘Basley duectedr&ﬁ agencies
%0 $top “nonessential” water use, in

ding ‘grass watering, saymg the ‘
e should “lead by example.”
pical storm swept up from the
f.coast in September ‘and then
re rains came, replenishing lakes
vers and breaking the drought.
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