School puts 1ts prmc' ples fiist

Trades federal
loans for its
independence

By John Ritter
USA TODAY

GROVE CITY, Pa. — The lit-
tle college with the proud tradi-
tion had a choice: Give the
ernment what it wanted or
I’ederalstudmtloanellybﬂlty

Grove City College had
balked at a similar federal
mandate two decades ago, and
the result was a highly publi-
cized Supreme Court case.

This time the decision was
easy: Lose the loan eligibility.

Grove City is one of only two

institution's unwavering com-"
mitment to long-held ideals.
The Education Depamm

laws authorizing studest grants
and loans. But when Grove City
thought the goverrment had
overstepped, it refused to yield.

“They have a history of mak-
ing bold and principled deci-
sions,” says David Warren,
president of the Association of
Independent Colleges and Uni-

what they've done.”

Grove City's 2,300 students
won't see much change. A pri-
vate program through a Pitts-
burgh bank replaces federally
backed loans. The college will
guarantee them instead of the
government. Interest rates will
match the government's, but
students will be able to borrow
more. The college will be
spared the time and cost of
complying with regulations.

But why go to the trouble?
Guaranteed federal loans have
been reliable sources of finan-
cial aid for three decades. Last
year, 3.16 million students bor-
rowed $20.4 billion.

quired colleges, as a condition
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By Greg Lanier

On the campus of Grove City Gollege: With s “history 6 making bbid and principled decisions,” Grove
Chyisomofaiytwoooﬂegesm&enawnmhavewmlyhmdnseﬂ#omfademmuaﬂon

crimination.

But the agreement went be-
yond Title IX, binding colleges
to future regulatons Grove
City resisted, then sued in fed-
eral court and won. An appeals
court reversed the ruling and
the Supreme Court took the
case in 1883.

Grove City College vs. Bell
became a rallying cry against
sex bias even though an ad-
ministrative judge had found
“not the slightest hint of failure
to comply” with Title DX

The Supreme Court, in what
seemed a victory for Grove

the entire institution.

But even that was tog much
furmescboo;.ndmppedoutot

first-rate education within
reach of middleclass families
who want.a school that

steeply rising tuition and de-

bate over educational values.
Students abide by a strict be-

havior code that forbids alco-

computer and printer, run
about $11,000 a year.

But few other institutions
ceuld duplicate the formula or
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Special ed: Is the price too high?

Critics say soaring

By Richard Whitmire
Gannett News Service

DAYTON — Liks @25 s
vereiy disabled children across

! the USA, the students in Elaine
| Fouts’ class receive a legally
guaranteed “appropriate” edu-
cation that includes teachers,
aides, physical and speech

The
tag $25

The remaining Dayton stu-
dents, like millions of so-called
general education pupils
across the nauon, lack any le-
gal guarantee of an “appropri-
W' alicanin = ead get
whar's lef over.

The yearty per-pupil pnce
ag $5.611.

This 1s the cruel-bul<4rue bot-
tom hne most school supenn-
tendents won't even discuss

' Soaring special educatron
costs, along with infauon, are
responsibie for Sat or decreas
ing spending on regular educa-
uon students in many distncts
across the USA

One educator predicts that
the day general educaion par-
ents discover this truth, there
will be 8 “Uran wreck™ — a

| banile that pits spending for the

| disabled against spending for
| the non-disabled.

“When voled on
thus 20 years ago, they didnt
know what they were doing™
says bluni-spoken Dayton
school supenniendent James
Willams “Tus s going 0
bankrupt his system eventual-
ly, or any system.”

Suggesting that children with
disabiines are robbing “nor-

funding 8 30 poliucally wncor-
rect that few educators will dis-
cuss iL, even off the record.
But Williams, who sees a
swarm of unmet needs for his
general educauon students, has
no such quaims He asks, for
example, why schools should
pick up the tab for school
nurses to care for children
born exposed o crack cocaine.
“1 want o be heid account-
able for tesching” Williams
says. “Why should | provide
nurses? ['m not saying we don't
need them, bul someone eise

yearly per-pupil price
000,

should be paying for them.®
Paul Marchand of The Arc,

A growing population

The number of special sducation students rises again.

increase of 4.2% is the largest since the Disabilities Act
passed in

-

1976.

XA

Total served Change from
inmilions previous year

436
4.37

1983-85
1985-86
1986-87 442

1987-88  4.49 5P ¥
o lOUgR. 457 3370
1 198980 468

1990-91 am o
1991.92 499

1992-93 516

1993-94

costs for disabled students means oth

m::nn::.'nlm

deliveryroom advances that The problem; says, Is that
mve the lives of scores of chil- while local school spending
mumu::m nnmm&lm:ﬂ:
Iater, ; ‘ — must come off the top.
“The federal government “The rule of thumb, devel-
passed a law and promised o oped years ago, s that special
pay 40% of the budget They education students cost 2.3
did not; they now pay 6%, says times as much as regular edu-
Dena Stoner of the Council for cation sudents.” Sioner says.
Educational Development and  “There is reason to believe that
Research, a trade association s an underestimation.”
for education researchers. Today, special ed students
Asaresult, local schoolspick make up about 12% of

Ll

ers suffer

school population. In 1991,
those absorbed nearly
4 out of every 10 new doliars
added t school budgets, ac-
cording o a study by the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute.
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