Use of race in admissions at law
school deemed unconstltutlonal

University of Michigan

law school can no longer

weigh race as admissions
factor, federal judge rules

Associated Press

DETROIT — Dealing another
setback to affinmative action, a feder-
aljudgemled'I‘lmdaymatthemeof
race in admissions at the Uni
of Michigan law school is unconsti-
tutional.

U.S. District Iudge Bernard
Friedman, in a case closely watched
by educators across the country,
acknowledged there is a “long and
tragic history of race discrimmatlon
in this country.”

But he said the law school’s
of achieving a racially diverse student
body is not a compelling state inter-
est — and even if it were, the school
has not narrowly tailored its use of
race to achieve the goal.

“Whatever solution the law
school elects to pursue it must be
race-neutral,” the judge said. “The
focus must be upon the merit of indi-
vidual applicants, not upon charac-
teristics of racial

The ruling conflicts with another
federal judge’s decision upholding a
similar admissions policy used for
University of Michigan undergradu-
ates. The two cases could ultimately
be decided by the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Aanoa Aleobua, a sophomore at the Unwersity of Mlchlgan,
speaks out against a ruling on race-based admissions policies on
campus in Ann Arbor, Mich., on Tuesday. ar proto

The university said it will appeal
Friedman’s ruling immediately.

“His ruling overturns over 20
years of settled law and the practices
ofwnuallyeveryselecmooﬂegeand
university in the country,” said Liz
Berry, associate vice president and
deputy general counsel. “But we are
confident that we will prevail
because of the ove ing evi-
dence that diversity is critical to edu-
cation.”

The ruling was praised by the
Center for Individual Rights, the con-

servative legal group that brought.

both Michigan lawsuits.

Given the millions of dollars
spent by the university to defend its
position, the ruling is “a huge shot
across the bow for the entire higher
education community,” said Ter-
ence Pell, the organization’s chief
executive. '

Affirmative action has been
abandoned by public universities in
Florida, Texas and California, and the
use of race and gender in awarding
public contracts has also come
under strong legal attack around the
country.
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A new battleground for affirmative action
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v nmation ]
How Michigan admittance standards differed

Plaintiffs in the lawsuit against the University of Michigan say that the unwversity discriminates by using two sets
of cnteria for admitting ungergraduates — one for wnite applicants ana one for minontiag. Below 1s the information - Y

that the admissions office circ

generally should be taken on an applicant, depending on hi
Assessment Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT).
until vacancies opened up or until additionat intormation, such

ulated to 1ts staff memoers during the 1995-96 school year to indicate wnat action

h scnooi grades and test scores on either the Scholastic
Each student was accepted, rejected or deferred
as fall semester grades. became available. I

Standards the same D Score
ACT: 0-17 18-19 20-21 22-23 24-26 27-28
SAT: 400-840 850-920 930-1,000 1,010-1,080 1,080-1,190 1,200-1,270
4.0 | Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites deferred Whites accepted Whites accepted .
Minorities rejected Minonties accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted Minorities accepted. | Minorities accepted -
3.8-3.9 | Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites deterred Whites accepted ‘ Whites accepled
) Minorities rejected Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minoriti accepted | Minorities X
€ B
‘8 3.6-3.7 | Whites rejected ‘| Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites deterred Whites deferred Whites deferred
e Minorities rejected Minorities accepted | Minonties accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted
3.4-3.5 | Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites deferred Whites deferred Whites deferred
e Minorities rejected Minonties accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted
3.2-3.3 | Wnitesrejected ' | Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites deferred Whites deferred
- Minorities rejectad | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted ' | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted
3.0-3.1 | Whites rejacted Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected
g " Minorities rejectedt | Minorities accepted | Minories accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted
2829 | VWhites rejected “1 Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected
Minorities rejected . | Minorities deferred Minorities deferred Minorties deferred Minorities deferred Minorities deferred
2627 | Whites rejected *| Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected
Minorities rejected | Minorties deferred Minorities deterred Minorities deferred Minorities deferred Minorities deferred
2425 Whitesreiected .| Whites rejected .+ { Whites rejectad Whites rejected Whites rejected Whites rejected
Minorities rejected Minorities rejected ...| Minanties deferred Minorities deferr Minorities deferred Minorities deferred
R el PO s j : R
Below 24 | B ae racted | Moo ik Minorfies refectedt
:
Sowurce. Unevarsay of Machugen 1
29-30 31-33 34 or more
1,280-1,350 1,360-1.490 1,500-1,600
Whites accepted | Whites accepted
Minorities accepted | Minorities accepted

"mes scconted -
Minorities accepted; * Minorities accepted
Whites accepled. . o} -

Whites deferred
Minorities accepted

Whites deterred
Minonties accepted

Whites deferred

Whites rejected S
Minorities accepted

Minonties accepted

Whites rejected Whites deferred
Minorities deferred Minorities deferred
Whites rejected Whites rejected
Minonties deterred Minontes deferred

Whites rejected

Whites rejected
Minonties deferred

Minorities deferred

Whites reiected 4



