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Film's @EQ mn_m:nm paints
m_o_um_.é rming _u_.o_ummm:am

< PatrickJ. E_nwmmw

Asa mn_mnnmm ~ bristle <<=m= lies dressed up-as "S-
ence” are used to influence political discourse, The lat-
st example is the global:warming disaster flick, The.
Day After Tomorrow.

‘This film is propaganda designed te mgm the policy
of this nation on.climate change. At least.that's what I
take from producer. Mark Gordon's comment that
“part of the reason we made this movie” was to ..Bmm
consciousness aboutthe environment.” :

Fox spokesman, E@Q Godsick says, “The real pow-

er of the movie B_mm consciousness on the issue of

Oh, the w_ow Global warming causes the Gulf m:.nt

to shut down. This current normally brings tropical

warmth nerthward and makes Europe much more -
comfortable than it should be at its northerly latitude.
The heat stays stuck:in the tropics, the polar regions..

get colder, and the atfos %:mnm suddenly flipsoverina .

“superstorm,” The frigid stratosphere: trades places
with our habitable;froposphere, and in a matter of
days, an- ice age ensues. Temperatures drop 100 de-
grees an hour in.Canada. Hurricanes ravage. Belfast.
Folks in mmvmn are tlobbered by bowling-ball-size hail-
stones. If we had only listened to concerned scientists
and stopped global warming when we could.

%m&_ one of these phenomena is v_ém_nm_z impos-
sible. -

of physical oceanography at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, knows.more. about ocean currents than
most anyone. He thinks the nonsense in The Day After

A lot of __3 m__.

Start §5 the Gulf Stream. Carl Wunsch, a professor

TheForum

Tomorrow detracts mcn._ the mm:o:msmmm % the

global-warming issue. So he. recently wrote in the -
prestigious science journal Nature that the scenario
“turn off the .

depicted-in the movie requires one'to
wind systém, or to stop the Earth's rotation, or botli”
The: m:mno&%mam will become the-
when all threé Taws of Sm_.aon_usmﬂznm are repealed.

%3@ them.
How do I know so much about a movie that isn'tout

yet? I've seen the promps, and I've read and reviewed.
the book upon which it is based, The Coming Global St

perstorm by Art Bell and <§Em< Strieber. In Strieber’s
previous work; noSE:Eoz ‘he explained that he was
told of the Earth§ upcomingapocalypse by aliens. And
how this w:oé_mn_mm was communicated i§ much mere
the purview of an adult Web site than a family newspa-
per. What's on the movie's Web site is worse — :onwsm

but out- m:g.ocﬁ &mnoEo:. )

..:.o_uomg,ﬂm.

>

!
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_n also insists Emﬁs\rg is %Ennma on
the screen has m:mm% started. .
“Did you: know," says' the site, Emn
there were miore tornadoes Hmnoama in
. ‘May 2003 thanin any other month?
1 looked up federal tornado statistics, and indeed

“they're going up, and there was a peak in May 2003.
‘Then I determined the number of radar stations and
- theit type. When our first radar-tracking :ngonx was
established in the 19608 and *70s, the number of tor-
: nadoes rose pro ortiorially, then leveled-off until the
Hailstones, can't reach' bowling-ball size because their
“growth is limitéd by 'gravity: Hurricanes can't hit Bel--
fast because the intervening island of _nm_B.a would

new Doppler radars carhe online in 1988. It took a dec-
ade to put this'system in place; and the number of re:
ported tornadoes went up accordingly.

Then 1 v_onmm the number of severe tornadoes, If
anything, it's-going down. So the flashy Doppler radars
are merely detecting more weak storms Emn cause lit-

-tle, if any;.damage. |

The Web site also _Bv__mm Emﬁ m_ocm_ E&ESm is
miaking hurricanes worse, Christopher Landsea, the
worlds most aptly named hurricane scientist, has
studied the maximum winds in these storms as mea-
sured by aircraft and finds a significant decline.

Global warming? Some' scientists think climate

change strengthens El Nifio, the large atmospheric os-

1

~ cillation responsible for a variety of weather — both
- good and bad: El Nifios are known to rip apart hurri-

canes. So it's more likely that climate change is weak-
ening these storms than enhanging them.. -
Wil Godsick and Gordon get their: Smﬁ They’re
sure being aided and abetted by’ MoveOn.org,
- “the fiberal advocacy group -and :billionaire
i George Soros’ policy toy. They've got Al Gore
»=— front and center, plumping the film. They've
gottheir Web site using the movie to drum up
N~ support for legislation by Sens. John: McCain,
R-Ariz., and Joe Lieberman, D-Conn,, to reduce
carbon-dioxide ernissions, EE% only failed by
12 votes lastfall. There's a huge drought out West,
which a New York Times editorial blamed on m_crm_ :
warming. The issue is hot mno:mr 8 influence -
. -, votes out there. :
Remember that ::Ew:m rmsw

- J// slightly warmed the planet some in

T recent decadés, but the correlation
ly//z/ between Western drought and
;//:/H/ warming is zero.

X Farbe it from me to criticize any- -

one’s freedom of expression. But re-
BmbQ that. propaganda .can. have, consequences.
McCain's and Lieberman’s measure mitnics the United
Nations’ infamous Kyoto Protocol on global warming,

- which many scientists know will do nothing measur-
“able about planetary. temperature <<_EE Em policy-

relevant future, But it will cost inoney. )

This isn't Hollywoods first attempt to mnma vmcv_m )
into its 'way of thinking. How aboit Jane Fonda in the .
*1979 anti-nuclear-power flick, The China.Syndrome?
Twelve days after its release, the accident at Three Mile
Island occurred. Despite the fact that it released only
-tiny‘amounts-of radiation, the politics of that hysteria
effactively killed any new nuclear plant.

Analogize the Western drought to qum Mile Island,
-and you get the idea,

Or how about the 1983 movie The Day 5\5 whose
purpose was to strengthen the ::Qmmn mmmNm move-
ment. It failed.

The Day After Tomorrow is only oum more day than

. The Day After, and it deserves the same fate. Lies

cloaked as science should never determine =o<< we
live our lives.

Patrick . Michaels is senior =os\ in environmental
wE&a at the Cato Institute and author of the upcoming .’
book, Meltdown: The Predictable Distor{ion of Global
Warming by Scientists, Politicians and the Media.



