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End of the road: Cowman Myron Carter says he wﬂlBse accessito roads that are crucial for caring For T
mttie herds in the 1_‘l'milhon -acre Grand Smrcase-l-:stalante National Monument i in southern Utah. e

Residents resent edicts
creatmg monuments

PreSIdents declarations put
‘ IlTlllllOl'lS of acres off limits

| CéAToony
ESCALANT E, Utah = If President Clinton thought the
people of this desert town would forgive him for what he
_did to them 42 years ago, he miscalculated.
 “He just bombed us,” growls Escalante garage owner
Curt Rlchms. a descendant of some of the areas earliest
settlers. “He slapped us in the face. He slapped my ances-
tors, my grandparents, in the face.”
The “slap” came on Sept. 18, 1996, when Clinton —
without seeking approval from Congress or the gle of
Escalante — signed a proclamation establishing the
Staircase-Escalante National Monument, now 1.9 rnllllon
acres of canyons and badlands that stretch across much of
southern Utah.
Since that proclamation, Clintcn has established or ex-
ded 12 more national monuments — and, as the law
allows, he did so without congressional backing. Clinton
- has turned more land in the continental USA into monu-
Jerry Sinez, US. Department of Interior  menps than any president since Teddy Roosevelt, in the

Prorected. Phipps Arch is in the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument. Please see COVER STORY next page »
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