¥

1 pin symbolizing water.
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Anger boils without water in Ore.

Farmers, allies

condemn limits
on irrigation to
protect species

-

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore. —

| Shouting “water, water, water,”

several residents on

1 Tuesday welcomed a convoy of

anti-government activists car-

{ rying an empty, 12-foot-tall

bucket into town.

The giant bucket symbolized

hy with farmers fight-
ing the federal government
over water to irrigate crops.
Orceh a droughe Feders 1
a t. Fe irri-
gation water was shut off for a

_tlmemmeﬁrgmdm &
er

shutoff is imminent.

The bucket, hoisted onto the
town plaza in front of the
Klamath County Government
i Center by a crane, also reflects
growing anger in parts of the
West over federal environmen-

tal #mcms. enriosi e

verybestandthewryworstof
the United States,” said Klam-
ath County Commission Chair-
man Steve West. The worst, he
said, is a federal government

“seduced by its own bureau-

cratic "
“This is a fight for our lives,”
sald local resident Richard
50. He wore a button

the Rural Geno-
sgensmd&? light-blue ribbon

The-bucket was brought in
from Elko, Nev, and three
truck convoys carried food,
supplies and money from
Montana, Nevada and Califor-
. nia. The protesters paraded
through downtown during the
morning, then drove to a
“Freedom Day” rally at the
county fairgrounds that fea-
tured such speakers as former

¥

Flood of
Falls, Ore.

said. He estimated the down-
town crowd at 4,000 and the
rally crowd at Zi_ODhOe. B
timing of t ly coin-
;I;I!ed with aé:other réontrover-
step in the area struggle
over wgter in Upper Klamaf
Basin that the government has
reserved to help endangered
species — the suckerfish and
salmon.

sswmnan Helen Cheno- coho

Hﬁaconservamlda-
can.

hoReE
though some residents
were concerned that the rally
could be flashpoint for vio-
lence, none was reported. “T
was assured that this would be
ful crowd and that the
militia types would not be
coming,” Sheriff Tim Evinger

When ‘water was not re-
leased in the for irriga-
tion, almost 1, s went
dry. Since late july farmers
have been getting irrigation
water ordered released by In-
terior Secretary Gale Norton.

Those rations, however, areex- M

to stop on Thursday.
The latest deadline has peo-

ple here on edge as they wait to

see whether the federal gov- -

ernment will shut the gates
that hold back the water — and
whether activists will try to re-

open them.
“I've heard people say they'll
e water keeps
flowing,” said Barbara Martin,
40; a real estate
she has been at the headgates
almost every day for more than
amonth.
“We're concerned about the
gl;e:lygles.mb% sawf:% of our en::;—
t to do
vgha:ﬂlelaw :)mﬁlte?o&
epartment s sman Je
cCracken s dl.w

In a statement, Norton u
local, tribal and federal officials

-of Reclamation

‘lowered lake levels be|

By Julle Jacobson, AP

Bill Oetting rallies o ents of federal water regulations Tuesday in Klamath
giant steel bucket symhohgei;ogrmers ' fight with the government over irrigation.

to keep for solutions.
has peen s t;‘f,. o o years
een regulate years.
Local Indian tribes have had
water rights since the
mid-1800s, and the U.S. Bureau
was directed by
Congress to develop an irriga-
tio_!gh%lanm 1905. had
rnment ha
vided “?t:? br%cmmm
years. But this year's t
m llr&d Fish and whxgh
el order requir -
er lake levels Iedrggmemcsns:s
It is the same d that
ind hy-
drodams throughout the
Northwest, forcing utilities to
find hlgher-cost alternatives
and raise electric rates. The

‘the

USA TODAY

drought also has produced
““érﬁ"%s“""’o‘r’i&?ﬁ
in
and Washi

The nei bonng Klamath
Tribes :?(t even if the En-
darﬁer Species Act didn't ex-

ere would still be a water
cris:s in the basin.

“The real problem is the fed-
eral government promised
people more water than the
rivers and lakes can supply,
while at the same time encour-

so much habitat loss and
pollution in the forests,
streams'and marshes that the

watershed itself has been dam-

" said Allen Foreman, trib-
chairman for the Klamath
Tribes.
Foreman urged the convoys
of protesters to go hoine.
“Their message will actually
hurt. farmers and ranchers in

the basin by raising false hopes
and dlscouné'ilng

coming together to

the search for workable an-
swers," he said.

Tuesday’s parade route was
lined with signs espousing
many conservative causes, but
the most enmity was reserved
for envnrm:in;emahsti&nd the
Endangere ies

People sud1 as Hank Nichols,
70 and retired, see a much
broader threat to a of life.
’lheg.:se the sucker(fish) just

owl,” he said,

ng cutbacks in

after tctll.e owl
was listed as endarm

“They done it to the loggers,

‘theyvedonertmmenuners

! did it do the fishermen,
now they're after the
farmers,” Nichols said. Envi-
ronmentalists, he said, “won't
be happy till they've destroyed
an entire way of life.”
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