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Gray wolves’ return prese

As the wild predators multiply faster than predicted,
some groups seck permission to kill or remove them

Ry Patvick i niseoll
1ISA 10DAY

mm"N..km allet they were ietmned o ihe |
world's

first national pank, the gray wolves
of Yellowstone are prshing eyl its b -
ders into an edgy, life-and -death coex-
istence with the populated West.

Muktiplying faster than wildlife binkegists | .

expected, the wild predators we a man-

quee success uho..mﬁ for wilderness ecology, %
I

tourism he federal Fr ed

Act. In Yellowstone and central lda-

ho. about 350 wolves naw hunt their tradi-
tional prey: weaker elk, deer ad moose,

But increased rum-ins with demestic
livestock outside the park and near lnaman
settlements have finced managets of the
restotation program fo kil of jemove
scones of wolves. Fann and ranehy gioups,
who st a ot _wn._._ 10 keep wolves from
beig bronght hack, want the government
1o §ift restoctions om stex klneeders' shoot -
ing the animats to peetedt their cattle,
sheep and dogs. With the inaugination
neamg,. some wolt defemdess wonry that
the new administiation will weaken a pro-
gram that has alkwed the species to ge-
gain a foothokd in the wikl,

Iterior Secretary Bruce Rabbin, who
helped Ining the st 14 traisplanted Ca-
nadian wolves io Yellowstone in 1995,
returned to the puk Satwday for a final
briefing befure leaving his post next week-
d...a. It s__.s __J-I_n_...ﬂ_ .-ﬂn}a-t._w of a count
ruling that the species’ comio
versial eturn. The 31 wolves released in
Yellowstone in 1995-96 have grown to 164
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- National PPark and
B idabo regions since its
“F re-introduction in the
1 mid-1990s. Number
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Pushing the boundaries: The 31 wolves released in Yellow-
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stone National 'k in 1995-9G have grown (o 164 animals.

amimals in 16 packs. An additional 34 let
lonse in the cential Idaho wilderness have
expanded o 185 wolves.

labbitt won't speculate abowut whether
his Republican successors will try to undo
the wolves’ gains. But he said Saturday that
livestock “will not have priority” over
wolves o public lunds in the West.

Bob Ferris, vice president at Defenders
of Wikdlife, which has paid more than
$155,000 0 ranchers kor hvestock killed by
wolves, expresses  “ticmenddous  fears™
about chanpes muder Mesident-elect Bush,

“We'te peating up o do whatever it

takes to preserve this effort,” Ferris says.

Ed Bangs, woll recovery cootdinator for
the US. Fish and Wildlife Service, dismisses
the worries. “This program has received
about zero political mtervention,”
Bangs, who joined the project during the
Reagan adiministration,

Richard Krause, assistant counsel for the
American Farm Bureau Federation, says
stockbreeders will press anew for author-
ity to shoot wolves that threaten herds,
rathier than have to wait for government
agents Lo investigate, verify and then track
down the culpiits, Krause says that Gale
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Norton, whom Bush has nominated as
Babbitt's successor, “is not as politicized as
people on the other side think.”

i a society reared on Old World tales of
wolves as bloodthirsty killers, the gray
woll was hunted to extinction across the
West by _?.._“awuhn. Since 1974, i?.m ___x.
species was as “endangered.” it has
rebounded in the Great Lakes., Canadian
wulves also have begun to re-colonize
parts of northwest Montana,

Fight of Yellowstone's woll packs now
spemd most or all of their time beyond the
park boundaries. The Sheep Mountain

nts challenge in the West

ack was reduced from 13 wolves to one
legal shootings and live reinovals after it
repeatedly attacked livestock last year in
Paradise Valley, Mont.. north of the park.
Since the 1980s, authorities have had to
shoot 82 wolves and relocate 91 others in
the northern Rockies for killing livestock.
Last year, Yellowstone wulves killed seven
cattle, 31 sheep and five dogs, while cen-
tral Idaho packs killed 15 cattle, 55 sheep
aid three dogs.
Three young Sheep Mountain males,

" trained in captivity to avnid livestock, are

now back-in the wikl. The acid test miglt
come this sunwner, when ranchers move
caltle back to Paradise Valley pastures.

Some e already have killed some
wolves illegally. hewing to an anti-wolf
philosophy known as “shoot, shovel and
shut up.” Reliable counts are elusive. A tally
as of 1998 found 21 il shootings of ra-
dio-collared wolves. Fish and Wikliife just
posted a $10.000 bounty last month for
the killers of two more in Idaho.

Despite the turmoil, the northern Rock-
ies s have reached Fish and Wildlife's
goal for down-listng the species to
“tlveatened™: 20 _w“.__.m of mates producing
successful litters for at r.v...”__w.?__d of three
consecutive years. Last July, the agency
proposed _.onﬁ.a._wﬁm#

Woll advocates say they worry that such
moves are hasty.

Ecn?iwmn of Wildlife and the Turner m__”m
" ies Fund are hing
wol E!.Bq__!.mnwsa in no....u_“—_ﬂ.w“.mﬂ:_f

crn Rockies.

Last month, Defenders of Wildlife estab-
lished a "proactive™ fund for attack preven-
tion: herd-guarding dogs, electric sheep
fences, nosemaking devices 1o scare
wolves aid perhaps even adding extra
cowbays.




The Boating News

THE EYERDAM RETORT

Although it sounds
vaguely like something Mista
Tee might have said, the federal
government has stopped the
traditional irrigation flow of
the Klamath River in Oregon
because the river is very low
and them endangered suckers
are at risk. Suckers in this case
are fish deemed to be
endangered by way of their
dwindling numbers. .

The federal water
managers say, and it is true,
that the federal Endangered
Species Act prohibits any
government agency from doing
any thing that has the least
chance of bothering, harassing,
perturbing, non-plussing or
dissing an endangered species,
even the lowly, bottom
dwelling, scum sucking
Klamath River suckers.

That is what they are
telling the cattlemen who are
losing their livelihood and
watching their ranches wither.
It is simply out of their hands.
They cannot legally do the right
thing and provide water to the
unofficially = endangered
humans and their cows
because the Federal law
prohibits sharing the water
with the ranchers if it might
cause discomfort to the
officially endangered suckers.

Save
Them Suckers

Of course that is crap.

You-might remember the
Puerto Ricans, some of whom
still live in Puerto Rico, an
American protectorate that
occasionally writhes with talk
of independence. As far as the
Navy is concerned, the second
best thing about Puerto Rico is
that, like Washington DC,
Puerto Rico has no political
clout, no senate subcommittee
chairman to protect it from the
government. Therefore, when
the Navy wanted a place to
pulverize with cluster bombs,
depth charges and other live
ammunition, when the Navy
needed genuine shallow sea
grass beds upon which to
practice amphibious landings,
Puerto Rico was the perfect
place. It was surrounded by
water. It has nice beaches. It
might have to be invaded
someday, anyway. And there
is nobody there but a bunch of
Puerto Ricans to complain (and
a Kennedy or two.)

But that is not exactly true.
Puerto Rico has Fat Bambis. The
Fat Bambi population of Puerto
Rico is estimated at less than 500.
This is, sort of, the West Indies.
The West Indian Manatee that
the government insists is an
endangered species lives there

naturally and year round. It
doesn’t even need sewage
outfalls and power plant effluent
tokeep italive. Vieques Island is
where they belong, not shivering
through Florida’s chilly, 50-
degree winters.

We all know that it is
absolutely against that inviolate
Endangered Species Act to say
anything bad in the presence of
a Fat Bambi, let along pulverize
their habitat and drive over
them with amphibious tanks.
(Perhaps the landing craft go
_slow enough that the Manatees
can get out of the way.) By now
you have probably guessed that
Vieques Island is not just any
Puerto Rico island. It is the
principal Eat Bambi habitat of
Puerto Rico, kind of like the
Brevard County or Crystal
River of Puerto Rican West
Indian Manatee habitats.
Chances are there were a few
more than 500 before the annual,
unfortunately necessary
military D-Day drills.

Meanwhile, in Brevard
County, already and without
the required  signage,
undercover federal agents in
unmarked speed boats are
issuing federal citations to boat
operators when they seem to
be going too fast in areas that
will, in about six month, be
slow speed zones set aside to
protect the thousands of West
Indian Manatees that pass
through this part of Florida
each year fleeing Puerto Rico.

| A few questions come to
mind.

So, if it is OK to conduct a
practice war in an area where

- government

S

an endangered species lives,
breeds and looks cute, why
can't the farmers up in Oregon
have a little water? And what
kind of hypocrite government
holds homeowners for ransom
and forces them to pay a $500
donation (bribe) to The Save
The Manatee Club before they
get a federal government
permit to build a dock on their
property while the same
bombs the
environmentally sensitive
home of Fat Bambi and her
cuddly baby down in Puerto
Rico? How long can sensible

rational judgment and too
many opportunitics to thumb
their noses at the lifestyles they
envy or abhor.

If a species like the sucker
is endangered, then round up
a couple dozen and play

reverse-Noah while the
drought continues. Give the
ranchers their water and
nurture the safety colony of
coddled suckers. When it rains
again,’ turn the captive
breeding colony loose.

West Indian Manatees, on
the other hand, aren't really
endangered. The government
knows this, and

politicians remain accomplices
to this sham dance of political
correctness? . I
The problem is not suckers,
whooping cranes or Fat Bambis.
Nobody wants them harmed or
dead. The citizens are far more
careful with nature than their
government, if the Florida Flood
Gate manatee mortality rate or
the Puerto Rican practice war
episodes are any evidence. The
problem is wtih the Endangered
Species Act. It's a sloppy law
that provides bureaucrats too
few opportunities to exercise

This handsome creature and its relatives are said to

be endangered in the Klamath River Basin. —

that’s why it
' ignores its own

laws and
continues the
carnage at
Vieques. The

West Indies is
plagued with
manatees. They
breed well in
captivity and
they have more
exotic weeds to
eat with each
passing year
because of government-
sanctioned pollution and the

-government’s refusal to dredge
and  maintain  choked
walerways.

Most of the life that
evolved on this planet evolved
into extinction and ' was
displaced. We cannot bring
them back nor can we stop the
inevitable course of natural
selection. We can change the
government and change its
laws, however. Until we do so,
we are all suckers, and
endangered at that.



Anger boils without water in Ore.

Farmers, allies

condemn limits
on irrigation to
protect species

By Patrick McMahon
USATODAY

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore. —
Shouting “water, water, water,”
several thousand residents on

Tuesday welcomed a convoy of |

anti-government activists car-
rying an empty, 12-foot-tall
bucket into town.

ing the federal government
over water to irrigate crops.
Oregon has been suffering
througha Federal irri-
g_atu;mi wathtgr was shut off for a
time in spring to protect
e ered fish, and another
sh is imminent.

The bucket, hoisted onto the
town plaza in front of the
Kl ‘County Government
: Center by a crane, also reflects
W anger in parts of the

t over federal environmen-
tal policies.
is bucket represents the
very best and the very worst of
the United States,” said Klam-
ath County Commission Chair-
man Steve West. The worst, he
said, is a federal government
“seduced by its own bureau-
cratic "

“This is a fight for our lives,”
said local resident Richard
Ruegger, 50. He wore a button

ing “Stop the Rural Geno-
cide” al;g I]amli'ght-blue ribbon
pin symbolizing water. .

The bucket was brought in
* from Elko, Nev., and three

truck convoys carried food,

supplies and money from

Montana, Nevada and Califor-
. nia. The protesters paraded

through downtown during the
morning, then drove to a
“Freedom Day" rally at the
county fairgrounds that fea-
tured such speakers as former
: coniressmman Helen Cheno-
r‘v:t -Hage, a conservative Ida-
Al

ubiican.

though some residents
were concerned that the rally
could be flashpoint for vio-
lence, none was reported. “I
was assured that this would be
a peaceful crowd and that the
militia types would not be
coming,” Sheriff Tim Evinger

Flood of

By Julie lacobson, AP

Bill Oetting rallies opponents of federal water regulations Tuesday in Klamath

Falls, Ore. The giant steel bucket symbolizes farmers’ fight with the government over irrigation,

said. He estimated the down-
town crowd at 4,000 and the

G
e timing of coin-
cided with another cun%over—

sial step in the area’s struggle

over water in Upper Klamath *

Basin nglg,t thehgtlwernment hag
rese to help endangere
species — the sf:clcerﬁsh and
coho salmon.

When water was not re-
leased in the for irriga-
tion, almost 1, s went

dry. Since late July, farmers
have been getting irrigation
water ordered released by In-
terior Secretary Gale Norton.
Those dranons. hcmt'\.n‘z.n_| rl;.&areex-
pected to stop on Thursday.
The latest deadline has peo-

ple here on edge as they wait to
see whether the federal gov-
ernment will shut the gates
that hold back the water — and
whether activists will try to re-
open them.

“I've heard ﬁeople say they'll
make sure the water keeps
flowing,” said Barbara Martin,
40;, a real estate who said
she has been at the headgates
almost every day for more than
amonth.

“We're concerned about the
hﬁth al|';d safe;ye of our et";l-
ployees, but we' ing to do
what the law réquires,” Eterior
Department ffokesman Jeft
McCracken sai

In a statement, Norton urged
local, tribal and federal officials

to keep searching for solutions.
Water in the Klamath basin
has been for years.

Local Indian tribes havewhad
water rights since the
mid-1800s, and the U.S. Bureau

-of Reclamation was directed by

Congress to develop an irriga-
tion plan in 1905.

The government had pro-
vided water for 94 consecutive
years. But this “eark dro
s e U o

rvice's order requir -
er lake levels Iedrggthéng'isis.

It is the same drought that

‘lowered lake levels behind hy-

drodams throughout the
Northwest, forcing utilities to
find higher-cost alternatives
and raise electric rates. The

‘the ea

ﬁ rater L!akc _
ational X
Park wof

1§

drought also has produced
conditions fueling many of the

:ﬁ:ing forest fires in Oregon
Wash ;
The neighboring Klamath
Tribes say that even if the En-
Species Act didn't ex-
ist, there would still be a water
crisis in the basin.
“The real problem is the fed-
eral government promised

more water than the <C

rivers and lakes can supply,
while at the same time encour-
so much habitat loss and
pollutmn in the forests,
streams and marshes that the
watershed itself has been dam-
d,” said Allen Foreman, trib-
chairman for the Klamath

Tribes.
Foreman urged the convoys
o hoine.

of protesters to olne
“Their message actually
the bas by asng e hopes
raising false
and discouraging from
coming together to focus on
the search for workable an-
swers,” he said. ¥
s parade route was
lined with signs espousing
many conservative causes, but
the most enmity was reserved
gormdn;entqlistidmd e
n pecies Act.
People such as Hank Nichols,
70 and retired, see a much
broader threat to a way of life.
use the sucker(fish) just
like the spotted owl,” he said,
recalli ing cutbacks in
1 after the owl
was listed as endangered.
“They done it to the loggers,

* they've done it to the miners,

they did it do the fishermen,
and now they're after the
farmers,” Nichols said. Envi-
ronmentalists, he said, “won't
be happy till they've destroyed
an entire wav of life.”
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Snowmobilers rush for last ride

As ban looms
to protect
Yellowstone,
enthusiasts are
roaring in from
all over USA

By Tom Kenworthy
USA TODAY

WEST YELLOWSTONE, Mont.

hen Congress es-
tablished the na-
tion's first national
park 129 years ago

as a “pleasuring ground,” it
could hardly have imagined the
scene that will unfold this holi-
day weekend at the western
entrance to Yellowstone Na-
tional Park.

More than 3,000 snowmo-
biles will likely roar through
the gate and up a groomed
road alongside the Madison
and Firehole rivers to Old Faith-
tul and beyond, their riders
marveling at the cFark's mighty
hison herds and spectacular
geothermal displays. Trailing in
their wake wilY be a cloud of
blue exhaust and the piercing
whine of their engines.

For much of this winter in
Yellowstone, there’s been a
kind of fast roundup mentality,
as snowmobilers respond to
the Clinton administration’s de-
cision to phase out snowmo-
biles here by the winter of
2003-04. In record numbers on
some weekends, snowmobilers
are pouring in from across the
country, even as local business
leaders and their political allies
hope for a reprieve from the
Bush administration and Re-
publican Congress.

How President Bush and In-
terior Secretary Gale Norton
address the ban, adopted in De-
cember, will say a great deal
about their approach to federal
land management questions.
Both environmentalists and
those who favor more com-
mercialized use of the public
domain will be watching.

The struggle over snowmo-
biles in national parks in one
sense is as old as the park sys-
tem itself, established by Con-
gress for the twin Furposes of
conserving natural resources
and allowing for their public en-
joyment. How to reconcile
those goals has repeatedly
flared into controversy, often
here in Yellowstone, where offi-
cials concerned about air pollu-
tion, noise and harassment of
wildlife last year finally re-
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Nature vs. snowmobiles: A bison tries to share a road with snowmobilers in Yellowstone Na-
tional Park on Feb. 19, 2000. A ban will phase out snowmobiles here by the winter of 2003-04.

moved the welcome mat for
snowmobiles.

Declaring that the use of
snowmobile was impairing
natural resources, the park ser-
vice sided with environmental-
ists such as the Greater Yellow-
stone Coalition's Mike Clark,
who dismisses the pastime as
“motorized hedonism.”

Already, Republicans in Con-
gress are moving to modify or
revoke the new winter man-
agement plan for Yellowstone.
It was the first issue mentioned
in a letter sent to Bush late last
year by incoming House Re-
sources Committee Chairman
James Hansen, R-Utah.

The battle will also be joined
in federal court, where the
snowmobile industry has sued
to block the new rules, which
industry attorney Bill Horn calls
“ludicrous” and “a grand politi-
cal gesture” not supported by
the facts.

Scott Malvin, here snowmo-
biling with his wife from Nel-
son, Minn., and thrilled by the
experience, couldn't agree
more. “A bad deal,” he says of
the ban.

On protecting the park’s
wildlife, he says, "l think they
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disturbed the snowmobilers
more than we disturbed them.”

At issue is not just how Yel-
lowstone will be managed, pro-
tected and used, but also the
future of the gateway town of
West Yellowstone, population
913. Thanks to tens of thou-
sands of snowmobilers, it has
evolved from a summer tourist
town that was largely shut-
tered during the winter to a
nearly four-season community
where money and tax revenue

flow almost non-stop.

From mid-December to mid-
March, snowmobilers swarm
along West Yellowstone’s
streets at all hours of the day
and night. Some mornings, as
they warm up their machines
to head out to explore Yellow-
stone or the 400 miles of trails
in the adjacent Gallatin Nation-
al Forest, a blue cloud of ex-
haust hangs over downtown.

To many shopkeepers here,
that blue smoke is the color of
money, and they say they are
worried, even angry, about the
looming ban. “Before there
were snowmobiles in Yellow-

. stone, most of the businesses

were boarded up in winter and
people were on unemployment
waiting for summer to come,”
recalls Jerry Johnson, the
town’s mayor and owner of a
snowmobile rental business.
Snowmobiling contributes
about $12 million a year to the
local economy, estimates
Chamber of Commerce Exec-
utive Director Marysue Costel-
lo. The town government itself
gets about one-eighth of its an-
nual budget from taxes paid by
winter visitors, who also in-
clude cross-country skiers,

snowshoers and those who
ride tracked snow coaches into
the park.

It's anybody's guess what
will happen when snowmo-
biles are banned and travel into
the park will be by snow coach
only, except for one cross-park
road kept open for cars.

Town administrator Fred
Rice says he’s “cautiously opti-
mistic” that West Yellowstone
will adapt, that people will still
visit the park and snowmobile
on trails in nearby national for-
ests. But there have been no
studies to assess the potential
impact on tourism.

Some in West Yellowstone
await the change eagerly.

“People come to our town
and treat it like a playground;
they run wild,” says Scott Car-
sley, who runs snow coach and
ski tours. He looks forward to a
future of “a pristine Yellow-
stone National Park without
snowmobiles and the national
forest outside with the best
snowmobiling in the world.”

Sen. Craig Thomas, R-Wyo.,
says he believes that the ad-
vent of cleaner, quieter ma-

. chines could usher in a compro-

mise that would allow

" snowmobiling to continue on
* the park's 181 miles of roads.

That goal could be achieved by
legislation or possibly an
amended winter use plan.

But Mike Finley, Yellowstone
Park’s superintendent, says
snowmobiles are fundamental-
ly incompatible with the park
and violate a string of statutes,
executive orders and rules dat-
ing to almost 30 years.

He adds that new technology
will do nothing to protect wild-
life, as he shows a video of a
pack of snowmobilers stam-
peding bison at a time when
the animals desperately need
to conserve energy.

“Any administration can re-
visit an issue,” Finley says, “but
what you can’t change are the
facts” — intermittent high levels
of air pollution along roads and
at the entrance station that of-
ten make park employees il;
severe noise; snowmobilers
driving off-road and sometimes
speeding nearly double the 45
mph limit; and repeated stress
on wildlife when they are most
vulnerable.

Finley envisions a time when
winter visitors to Yellowstone
will travel by natural gas-pow-
ered snow coaches and on
cross-country skis, when one
can hear the howls of wolves
and the hisses of geysers. It will
be, he says, “much more in
keeping with the wilderness
character of Yellowstone.”
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officials are trying to capture the

“It's just been going from roof-
top to rooftop or nesting on chim-
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said Kevin Rafferty of the
The 8-year-old girl suf-

New Hampshire State Park Patrol.
thinks the footballs are a tasty now we have to worry about ea-

“It has gone after a few footballs in  from its perch.
morsel.”

the air and a young girl when she

neys in the southern end of the
went to pick up a football. Guess it

beach,”
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