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nNov. 8, 1986, members of the Sea
Shepherds, a radical environ-
mental group, targeted three ships
anchored in the Reykjavik harbor in Ice-
land that were still used for whaling in clear

vigla!:imoflmemaﬁonalmming(:om--

mission regulations. Before boarding the
ships the Sea Shepherds took an oath not
to injure a living being in any way (Sea
Shepherds also take an oath not to use

weapons or explosives). A night watchman

was ing on one of the
ships; this ship was left afloat. Valves on the
other two ships were and soon the

ships rested ruined on the harbor floor, ata ;- rage, it has even been suggested that they
- have used guns. This is a dangerous accu-
sation that may lead to unjust prosecu-
tion. ELF members may have' been"

cost later estimated at $2.8 million. The Sea
Shepherds thén left the country; if caught
they would have been prosecuted severely
by Icelandic law. Why weuldpéople risk
imprisonment to save whales at no eco-
nomic gain to themselves?

- A growing number of individuals are
risking their lives in order to defend non-
humans and ecosystems by destroying
physical property that threatens these life
forms. These groups include the Sea
Shepherds, the Earth Liberation Front
(ELF), and the Animal Liberation Front.
More fruitful public debate would be
gained through a better understanding of
these groups. A sharp line of distinction
must be drawn between the actions of
these groups and “violent terrorist”
groups that use guns
mote their agendas. As a professor of reli-
gious studies I am committed to the idea
that judgment should follow un-
derstanding judgment that precedes
understanding is called prejudice. I am
interested in neither condoning nor con-
demning the actions of these groups, but
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am conoemedmat an important distinc-
tion has been lost in recent public debate.

All of the groups mentioned above are

committed to nonviolence; many individ-
uals associated with these groups under-
go strict training in the discipline of non-
violence. However, ELF, the group that
has claimed responsibility for
the destruction of property in our area,
has been labeled as a “violent terrorist”

group by some of our local leaders. From -

an impassioned position of moral out-

known to throw a pie in the face of indi-
viduals they believe responsible for
actions destructive to the environment,
but the distinction between a pie and a

‘gun should not be lost. To be sure, some

radical environmentalists have main-
tained that respect for life takes prece-
dence over respect for property which is
used to take lives, and have asked: If a per-
son were coming after you or a helpless
being with a weapon, would it be accept-
able to destroy the weapon, even if this
involved the destruction of property?
However one answers, it must be conced-

- ed that the destruction of property is not

the same as the destruction of life.

What, then, motivates such radical
environmentalists? The answers surely
must be complex and varied, but a gen-
eral position can be identified from their
publications. Some take very seriously
what contemporary scientists are telling
us: that all life forms are radically inter-
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related. This means that by protecting a.
forest one is in effect prc oneself.
Others believe that healthy old-growth
forests must be maintained. Harvard Uni-
versity biologist E. O. Wilson argues pub-
licly and persistently that healthy old-

forests are essential to a healthy
human future. Polls indicate that most
Americans, including the people of Indi-

ana, want commercial logging on our |
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public lands to stop. Yet it continues. The |
world’s ' leading " scientists have |
announced repe: that we are head- |
ing rapidly toward environmental col- |
lapse. This adds tip to such great frustra- |
tion for some individuals that they are dri- |
ven to actions declared illegal. '

: Yea:sagb,tree‘spﬂdngsimsan'eﬂecﬁve |

means to preserve a forest. A forést was ‘

- spiked (relatively harmless to the tree} and
-an obvious sign stating this was posted.”

ing the spikes cut too fr into the
logging operation,
so the forest remained standing. The
intention was clearly to protect the forest, |
not to injure loggers. Today, however, log- |
ging companies are willing to risk the lives '
of their workers by cutting a forest even |

after it has been spiked. For this reason, :
recent articles in radical environmental
publications, such as Earth First! Journal,

have called for a national halt to tree-spik-
ing It simply is no longer effective in
today’s economic climate.
Anactsuch as theft results in economic
gain for the individual who'performs the
act. But what is the economic gain here?
Individuals engaged in such acts, whether
misguided or not, are following a commit-
ment to a vision of human responsibility
that transcends individual self-interest.
They often act out of a deep sense of con-
nectedness to all life. They are not terrorists
as the word is commonly defined, but see

themselves as protectors of life with a

vision beyond economics.



A green crusade erupts in flames

Elusive ‘Earth Liberation
Front’ claims responsibility
for $30 million in damage,

but law may be closing in

By Tom
USA TODAY

For years, federal law enforcement authorities have
been ﬁstrated in their efforts to solve an escalati

ov?mally.theymay

Late last week, a 17-year-old
school student, the son of a police officer.
guilty to arson in a closed court proceeding, acco
to Newsday and ABC. The plea, which the New
FBI office would not confirm, comes just weeks after

the ELF claimed credit for torchi homes in
Mmr)lflrim NY, and ised, “If you be it, £
w it.” Other youths were reported to be in
tiations with authorities.
e guilty marks the first recorded conviction
of a self- i member of the that since
1996 has claimed responsibility for more than

$30 million in “ecotage” — actions supposedly taken
to protect the environment. Those include the de-
struction of timber company offices, federal facilities
S e e o
gress in a stri arsons
and other actlongrc?n Long [slandn.v'vsill Ieadml:% advances
elsewhere is an (ﬁ:n question, says a top
vestigator, who ELF the countrys “most active
break ‘lglsfuly'" Dave Szady, the special
" ak is SS zady, i
age::‘{nc of t FBI'sasgﬁceinPorthd.Ore.
Like the thermen, the violent spinoff of Stu-
dentsELf?r a Democratic Soqileety in the ietnamGaW$
era, members “are excellent fugitives,” says
Peristein, a criminal justice professor at Portland State
University. He estimates ELF membership at 100-300.
The ELF burst into the national consciousness when
it took responsibility for a night of arson Oct. 19, 1998,
;:1 tzhe \ﬂflall ski resort mCoIorad%e'l_;llme attack, whict;fdid
million in , Was ca outin an
expansion intodprim:?nee forest regarded asﬁtrﬁset habi-
megrﬁthﬁecELF iy be ing good
A appears to be making on a prom-
ise to escalate its attacks “against capitalism and indus-
try.” And it appears to have spawned at least one

copycat.

In Arizona, 10 homes built or under construction
near open-space preserves in the Phoenix area have
beensetaﬂremmeuﬂast_mo , five since early
December. A group calling itself the “Coalition to Save
| the Preserves” is . a man claiming to be a
member told a last month. The group has
no “direct connection” to the ELF, but the two
g e o e ot e

year, gave respons its probe in-
to the Long Island arsons to the same joint terrorist
task force that investigated the World Trade Center
bombing. In Portland, the FBI and local police have
formed a special unit to investigate the ELF, which has
been particularly active in the Pacific Northwest.

Sz"The threat is increasing, the activity is increasing,”

ady says.
Until last week, law enforcement had had markedly
little success in penetrating the secretive Arson
is a notoriously difficult crime to solve, and the ELF has
proven at leaving little evidence behind.
Formed in Great Britain in the early 1990s by dis-
sident members of the radical environmental group
Earth First!, the Earth Liberation Front oper-
aﬁlminthelﬁﬂabuni%&a\y!arlater. formed
an alliance with its cousin in militant activism, the Ani-
ml:l"Léhaeration Front.mcetgen.dnm ?'le have
clai joint res ility for actions as the re-
Ieaseof!qové!l{;ohor':ses%magu\fernmmmrralin
Wgon'ungm X
fciiies opuraind by el Tesuice managemment
acilities opera ral resource manageme
agencies such as the U.S, Forest Service and Bureau of

FBI in--

" Eco-terrorists strike

at LLS. Forest Industries offices for
| four mills. Damage: $700,000

Dec. 26, 1998 - Medford, Ore. Arson |

Earth Liberation Front and a copycat have taken credit for numerous destructive acts across the USA:

W-WMnWm .
ion of thousands of experi-
mental trees as protest against .
bioengineering. 2 $1 million

[ Dec. 30,2000 - Mount Sinai,
| N.Y. Three luxury homes
under construction burned.
Damage: $80,000

|

Jan. 18 - Phoenix. House under .
urban

construction burned to

. — y
| Dec. 31,1999 - East Lansing, | ,/"//
Mich. Arson at Michigan State | 4
University to protest research |
on genetically crops.
Niwot, Colo, Luxury oy
home under " ’ ‘__
7 construction burned. L s
" | Damage: $500,000 | |2000 - Bloomington, Ind. One house and local |.
o Republica_n headquarters burned; treesand |
- construction pment vandalized to protest |
N\ . develupment.es:mlu_: $275.000
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| Oct. 19, 1998 - Vail, Colo, Fire desnngonew ;
restaurant, ski lifts. Earth Liberation

nt says

blaze is retaliation for resort’s expansion into |

Vail, Colo.: Flames consume the Two Elks Restaurant
during a night of arson at the resort in October "98.

luxury homes in natural areas be-
inﬁ_?:emkenbysprawl.

goal? “Economic sabotage
and property destruction” aimed
at*“ who profit from the de-

W:MW: logging offices; ani- mode
. facilities; genetic engineering labs; and
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lynx habitat. Damage: $12 million

Mount Sinai, N.Y: A
new luxury homes on Long Island were torched.

stein says. “Even if somebody is
cwgm_duym'ﬂylmowoneorm

struction and exploitation of the than that,
natural environment,” according The ELF has no real public face
to ELF's Web site. Claims of responsibility for ELF at-
The method? “Any direct action tacks on are funneled
to halt the destruction of the envi- through a small in Portland,
ronment” that adheres to guide- where izers Craig Rose-
lines that advise “all necessary braugh and Lesliej Pickering
precautions against harming any operate one of the worlds most
animal, human and non-human.” unusual press i
The motivation? “The war of An animal activist and op-
s;eegiemagesdaeearthandspg} erator of a e , Ro-
cies die out every day,” one sebraugh was contact-
several mnmmm. ich the - by the Animal
group occasionally posts_online. Liberation Front in 1997. He and
ELF works to up the col- Pickering assert they have no di-
lapse of industry, to scare the rich Bvlimcraven.Ab  ract contact with members of the
and to undermine the foundations Glendale, Ore. Superior Lumber's ELF and are not members them-
of the state.” Steve Swanson surveys damage. selves. But authorities have raided
“These folks believe there's a Rosebraugh's office and apartment,
war on nature and that they are warriors for the confiscated his equipment and hauled him
Earth,” says Bron Taylor. who directs the environ- several times before a grand jury investigating the
n;entalsttﬂiesmﬂrnumUmmtyome %&hﬁmb&n
sin-Oshkosh and radical environ- victims say the 's tactics have backfired.
mentalism for more than a decade. “It really served to unite the community quite a bit,”
Taylor and others see a continuity between the ELF  Paul Witt, who served as a spokesman for Vail Resorts,
and the most radical elements of Earth First! in the says of the costly 1998 arson in Colorado. “Both within
1980s — protesters who embraced * wrench- the company, and within the community, there was a
ing” tactics such as driving spikes into trees slated to feeling of being violated.”
be The spikes can shatter saw blades. Mainstream environmental groups reject the ELF's
The isn't even an organization in the conven- tactics, and some militant conservationists suspect a
tional sense, but rather a collection of individuals or plot by the movement's enemies.
nt  small units that join the movement through directac- ~ “I wonder if there is a called ELF" says Tim
tion and operate along a classic “leaderless resistance” Hermach, founder of the -based Native Forest
L ’ Council, “or is it some kind of industry political group
. It’s very hard foggutsiders to infiltrate them,” Perl- to discredit



