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Wind turbmes, part of FPL Energy's Stateline Wind Project near Wallula Junction, Wash.,,
are seen in this July photo. Once all of the proposed 450 wind turbines are up and running,
the site will be one of the largest wind farms in the world.

Winds of change: electric
power courtesy of nature

ByH Josef Hebert
Assomtedh’css

Wau.uu JUNCT‘ION. Wasn |
Like many ranchers facing pres-
sure from developers, Shirley
Hindman worries. that one day
she might have to break up her
Nine Mile Ranch, one of the larg-
est spreads in the Walla Walla
Valley. '
“That would make me sx:k,
she says.
But now she and her father,
Billy, have found another way to
- protect their 14,000 acres of
sagebrush-covered hills and

The answer has come in the
wind - something “we have
plentv of,” she says.

And something also in grow-
ing demand.

Soon the ridgelines across
.Highway 12 from Hindman’s
corrals will be dotted by wind-
mills. By next year the
Hindmans and several other
property owners, including a
nearby college, expect to be
landlords to the world’s largest
wind farm.

Along southeastern Washing-
ton and into neighboring Ore-
gon, 450 Danish-built windmills
- sleek white towers 200 feet
high with rotors 200 feet across
— will churn out enough power
for 75,000 families ‘served by

Pacificorp, one of the North- . for

west's leading electric utilities.

Nearly 100 of the wind tur-
bines already are producing.
Gravel roads and concrete slabs
for the others are in place. “It
will help us keep Nine Mile. It
will help us sustain a way of life,”
says Hugh Preston, Ms.

TH[ WINDIEST

 The 10 states ‘ygth

“greatest energy potentlai :

from wind power, according

‘to the American Wind Enai !
ergy Assc{latmn e
................... North Dakota

B AO0 N OO SN Pl I T

ects are operating or earmarked
for completion within a year in
Texas, Montaria, Minnesota,
Kansas and Nevada.
- While windmills still account
for only a fraction of one percent
of the electricity produced in the
United States, they no longer
are the exotic playthings of a few
dreamers.

“Wind is a technology that's
now reliable and proven,” says

‘mentatFPLEnergy ﬂleFlon-

da-based company building the
300-megawatt Oregon-Wash-

ington project.

The cost of generating elec-
tricity from wind has declined
from 38 cents a kilowatt-hour 20
years ago, to 3 to 5 cents a kilo-

-.s:retchmgoverwmﬂes

watxhourmtodayshrgerpm}-
ects, says the industry. That's

_ competitive with natural gas.

“Suddenly this stuff is eco-
nomical,” says Mr. Morrison,
whose company has other wind
projects under way or being
planned in a half-dozen states in-

. cluding Texas, Kansas and Wis-
_ .

Windmills now account for
only about 2,500 megawatts of
generating capacity nahmmde,
but the production is

expected

- almost to double by the end of
2001 to provide enough electric-
- ity for 1.3 million households.
. ‘The industry anticipates that in

two decades wind power will

grow to 100,000 megawatts and .

account for 6 percent of the
country’s electricity.

Inaxnmmon.nuclenrpower

. about 20 per-

cent of U.S. electricity, coal-

 fired plants 52

percent. .

What some call the “Saudi
Arabia of wind” stretches from
eastern Montana and' the
Dakotas, through Nebraska,
Kansas and into Texas — a region
with enough wind potential to

energy pioneer, dreams of put-
ting together a massive wind
complex of 2,000 turbines

ofl:nr-

rie'in South Dakota.
Itwm.ldbel()hm&saslarge
as the Washington-Oregon proj-
ect and produce a staggering

. 3,000 megawatts of electricity.

“We're at the early stages of
the project,” said Mr. Dehlsen,
founder of the Zond Corp., a U.S.
wind turbine manufacturer that




