Activities and Days Out

Below we’ve included some interesting places for you to visit along with where about they are situated and the link to the website if there is one. You will be able to find out more information using the link to the individual websites as well as the postcode and address to find your way there using either the Transport for London (www.tfl.gov.uk) or the AA (www.theaa.com/travelwatch) websites. 

If you spot 3 green stars (***) next to an item, this means that it is usually a free activity.

Any feedback about the activities listed below whether good or bad would be greatly appreciated. Also, should you have visited a place of interest or taken part in an activity you think others might enjoy, please feel free to send us the details. 

Email: teacherrecruit@bardaglea.org.uk

Theme Parks

Most theme parks are closed at winter time so check the individual opening and closing times for each park to avoid disappointment.

· Alton Towers

· Where: Alton, Staffordshire, ST10 4DB

· Check out: www.altontowers.com
· Thorpe Park

· Where: Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 8PN

· Check out: www.thorpepark.co.uk
· Chessington 

· Where: Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NE

· Check out: www.chessington.com
· Legoland Windsor

· Where: Windsor, Berkshire, SL4 4AY

· Check out: www.legoland.co.uk
Day Tours

· Houses of Parliament

· Where: Get off at London Underground – Westminster Station

· Check out: www.parliament.uk
· Shakespeare’s Globe

· Where: Bankside, London, SE1 9DT

· Check out: www.shakespeares-globe.org
· Duck Tours

· 55 York Road, London, SE1 7NJ

· Check out: www.londonducktours.co.uk
· Bus Tours

· Check out: www.theoriginaltour.com, www.bigbus.co.uk
· Thames Cruise Tours

· Check out: www.citycruises.com, www.thamescruises.com
· Walking Tours

· Check out: www.walks.com, www.bigbus.co.uk, www.citysidewalks.co.uk
· Chislehurst Caves

· Where: Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 5NB

· Check out: www.chislehurstcaves.co.uk
Seasonal Events

· Ice Skating

· When: Every year during Winter, usually December and January.

· Where: Venues may vary but usually include: Hampton Court Palace, Tower of London, Hampstead Heath (Parliament Hill Fields), Greenwich (Old Royal Naval College), Kew Gardens & Royal Windsor at Alexandra Gardens.

· Check out: www.londonicerinks.com
London

· London Eye

· Where: Riverside Building, County Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, London SE1 7PB

· Check out: www.londoneye.com
· St Paul’s Cathedral

· Where: 

· Check out: www.stpauls.co.uk
· Tower Bridge

· Where: Tower Bridge Exhibition, Tower Bridge, London, SE1 2UP

· Check out: www.towerbridge.org.uk
· Thames Cruise

· Where: Greenwich Pier, Waterloo Pier, Westminster Pier & Tower Pier

· Check out: www.citycruises.com
· Madame Tussauds

· Where: Marylebone Road, London

· Check out: www.madame-tussauds.co.uk
· Royal Observatory

· Where: Located alongside the National Maritime Museum and the Queen’s House in Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF

· Check out: www.nmm.ac.uk
Museums & Art Galleries

Most of the museums and galleries listed below allow free admission apart from some special exhibitions although they do encourage donations to help them continue the work they do. Free entrance is marked by 3 green stars (***).

· British Museum ***
· Where: British Museum, Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3DG

· Check out: www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk
· Natural History Museum ***
· Where: Cromwell Road, London, SW7 5BD

· Check out: www.nhm.ac.uk
· Horniman Museum ***
· Where: 100 London Rd , Forest Hill, London, SE23 3PQ

· Check out: www.horniman.ac.uk
· Victoria & Albert Museum ***
· Where: V&A South Kensington, Cromwell Road, London, SW7 2RL

· Check out: www.vam.ac.uk
· Kew Bridge Steam Museum

· Where: Green Dragon Lane, Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 0EN  

· Check out: www.kbsm.org
· Science Museum ***
· Where: Exhibition Road, South Kensington, London, SW7 2DD

· Check out: www.sciencemuseum.org.uk
· National Maritime Museum ***
· Where: Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF

· Check out: www.nmm.ac.uk
· Imperial War Museum ***
· Where: Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ

· Check out: www.iwm.org.uk
· National Gallery ***
· Where: Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 5DN

· Check out: www.nationalgallery.org.uk
· Tate Modern ***
· Where: Bankside, London, SE1 9TG 

· Check out: www.tate.org.uk
· Tate Britain ***
· Where: Millbank, London, SW1P 4RG

· Check out: www.tate.org.uk
Festivals
· Trafalgar Square Festival ***
· Where: Trafalgar Square, London

· Check out: www.london.gov.uk/trafalgarsquare
· Glastonbury Festival

· Where: Glastonbury, Somerset

· Check out: www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk
· Regent Street Festival ***
· Where: Regent Street, London

· Check out: www.regentstreetonline.com
Cultural

· Kensington Palace

· Where: Kensington Palace is a royal residence set in Kensington Gardens in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea in London.

· Check out: www.hrp.org.uk
· Tower of London

· Where: Situated on the north bank of the river Thames.

· Check out: www.hrp.org.uk
English Heritage

Visiting English Heritage sites make a great day out – if you’re planning on visiting a few then it might be a good idea to join and become a member – its costs about £40 per year and provides you with free access to over 400 historic attractions plus you’ll be supporting the preservation of these sites for future generations.

Check out: www.english-heritage.org.uk
· Kenwood House

· Where: Hampstead Lane, Hampstead, NW3 7JR

· Eltham Palace

· Where: Greenwich, Court Rd, SE9 5QE

· Dover Castle
· Where: Dover Castle, Dover, Kent

· Stonehenge

· Where: Stonehenge, Wiltshire, SP4 7DE

National Trust

The National Trust is a charity and is completely independent of Government. They rely for income on membership fees, donations and legacies, and revenue raised from commercial operations. They protect and open to the public over 300 historic houses and gardens and 49 industrial monuments and mills.

Check out: www.nationaltrust.org.uk
There are too many of these to list but if you visit the website, you will be able to search for places to visit and the relevant information you will need on their website.

Queen’s Palaces

· Buckingham Palace

· Where: Buckingham Palace, London, SW1A 1AA

· Check out: www.royal.gov.uk
· Clarence House

· Where: Clarence House, St James's Palace, London, SW1 1BA

· Check out: www.royal.gov.uk
· Windsor Castle

· Where: Windsor Castle, Windsor, SL4 1NJ

· Check out: www.royal.gov.uk
Unusual Activities

· Go Ape

· Where:  Swinley Forest, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 7QW



Alice Holt Woodland Park, Buckshorn Oak, Wrecclesham, Surrey 



Bedgebury Forest Visitors Centre, Bedgebury Road, Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 2SJ

· Check out: www.goape.co.uk
· Diggerland

· Where: Roman Way,  Medway Valley Leisure Park, Strood,  Kent ME2 2NU

· Check out: www.diggerland.com
· Jousting
· Where: Hedingham Castle, Essex, CO9 3DJ

· Check out: www.hedinghamcastle.co.uk
· Zorbing

· Where: Pine Lodge Farm, Bockhampton, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QL

· Check out: www.zorbsouth.co.uk or www.lastminute.com
Parks & Gardens ***
These parks situated in London are all Royal Parks, beautifully maintained and a treat to visit. Visit the website to obtain the visitor information for each park and how to get there, www.royalparks.org.uk.

· St James’s Park

· The Green Park

· Hyde Park

· Kensington Gardens

· Richmond Park

· Greenwich Park

· The Regents Park

· Bushy Park

· Brompton Cemetery

Zoos

· Battersea Park Zoo

· Where: Queenstown Road, Battersea Park, Battersea

· Check out: www.batterseaparkzoo.co.uk
· London Zoo

· Where: Outer Circle, Regent's Park, London, NW1 4RY

· Check out: www.zsl.org
· Howletts

· Where: Howletts Wild Animal Park, Bekesbourne, Nr Canterbury, Kent, CT4 5EL

· Check out: www.totallywild.net
· Port Lympne Wild Animal Park

· Where: Lympne Nr Hythe, Kent, CT21 4PD

· Check out: www.totallywild.net
· Woburn Safari Park

· Where: Woburn Park, Bedfordshire, MK17 9QN

· Check out: www.woburnsafari.co.uk
· Whipsnade Zoo

· Where:Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU6 2LF

· Check out: www.zsl.org/zsl-whipsnade-zoo
Weekend Away

· Isle of Wight

· The Isle of Wight is home to some of the most diverse countryside in the UK, a great weekend getaway
· Check out: www.iwight.com, www.lastminute.com, www.islandbreaks.co.uk
· Osborne House: while on your visit to the Isle of Wight why not visit Osborne House, the home of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. Isle of Wight - PO32 6JX
Markets ***
The local markets are all so diverse and interesting and often you will find a bargain or two to make the visit worthwhile. Even if you’re short of a penny or two, the browsing is just as much fun, just remember to check the individual market opening days and times as they aren’t open everyday.

· Camden Lock Market

· Where: The Camden Markets are situated in Camden Town, North-West London

· Check out: www.camdenlock.net
· Portobello Road Market

· Where: Portobello Road is 3 kilometres west of Marble Arch and easy to reach by road or underground from anywhere in London

· Check out: www.portobelloroad.co.uk
· Brick Lane

· Where: Brick Lane, Whitechapel, E1

· Check out: Nearest stations: Aldgate East, Liverpool St, Shoreditch and Whitechapel

· Spitalfields Market

· Where: Cnr Commercial and Brushfield Streets, London

· Nearest Tube: Liverpool Street or Aldgate East

· Check out: www.spitalfields.org.uk
· Columbia Road Market

· Where: Columbia Road, Hackney, London, E2 7RG

· Borough Market

· Where: Located near London Bridge

· Check out: www.boroughmarket.org.uk
· Smithfield Market 

· About: London’s Local Meat Market

· Where: Charterhouse Street, London EC1
· Greenwich Market

· Where: Greenwich Market, London, SE10

· Nearest Tube Station: Cutty Sark for Maritime Greenwich (DLR)

· Check out: www.greenwich-market.co.uk
Local

· Eastbury House

· Where: Eastbury Manor House, Eastbury Square, Barking, IG11 9SN

· Check out: www.barking-dagenham.gov.uk/4-eastbury/eastbury-menu.html
· Valence House

· Where: Valence House Museum, Becontree Avenue, Dagenham, RM8 3HT

· Check out: www.barking-dagenham.gov.uk/4-valence/valence-menu.html
· Epping Forest ***
· About: Epping Forest is the largest public open space in the London area, at almost 6,000 acres. It stretches 12 miles from Manor Park in East London to just north of Epping in Essex
· Where: East London / Essex 

(The Central Line has stops at Wanstead, Snaresbrook, South Woodford, Woodford, Buckhurst Hill, Theydon Bois and Epping which are all convenient for accessing the Forest. The Victoria Line stop at Walthamstow Central is well placed for accessing the Southern Forest as is the overhead train stop at Wanstead Park.)
· Check out: www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation/living_environment/open_spaces/epping_forest.htm
Daily Events

· Changing the Guard ***
· At Buckingham Palace, Guard Mounting takes place at 11.30 am. It is held daily from May to July, and on alternate dates throughout the rest of the year.  There is no Guard Mounting in very wet weather.
· Where: Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, Horse Guards Arch, Tower of London
· Check out: www.royal.gov.uk/output/Page4933.asp
· Ceremony of the Keys ***
· The Ceremony of the Keys is the traditional locking up of the Tower of London and has taken place on each and every night, without fail, for at least 700 years. Tickets are issued free of charge but you need to apply in writing in advance as the event is extremely popular.

· Where: Tower of London

· Check out: www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon
Pod Casts ***
If you’re the type who’s permanently glued to your iPod then take a look at this website:

www.visitlondon.com/maps/podcasts/
You can download free podcasts which walk and talk you through the history of some of London’s villages and allow you to explore the best they have to offer in your own time.

Canary Wharf Podcast

· The area in and around Canary Wharf is full of surprises 

Greenwich Podcast

· Explore glorious Greenwich - the playground of kings and queens 

Kew Podcast

· Kew is one of the most peaceful and greenest parts of London 

Dulwich Podcast

· Dulwich offers sheer serenity within easy reach of Central London 

Hampstead Podcast

· Visit Hampstead for fine views, brisk walks and outdoor swimming 

Primrose Hill Podcast

· Head to Primrose Hill for stunning vistas and celebrity spotting.

USEFUL INFORMATION

There are certain newspapers and magazines that regularly publish booklets or guides on Places to go and Things to do.

…

