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Introduction to Coastal Management

Identification of Wetlands

Introduction:  Many wetlands are easily identifiable by casual observation of the environment or the organisms.  Likewise, the legal definition of wetlands leads to defining certain environments as wetlands which, to the lay person, do not appear to have the "classic" wetland characteristics.  In this laboratory, we will visit several environments and apply the defining measures to each of the areas in an effort to determine whether they are wetlands.

At the beginning of your hand-in assignment, review and describe the three parameters necessary for an environment to be considered to be a wetland.

Stop 1.  Tidal marsh.  Describe the general topography and environmental conditions of this site.

Prepare a rough soil profile of the tidal marsh site.

	


What are the major plant and animal species that you observe in this community?

What do you observe is the hydrologic regime of this site?

Reviewing the above information, determine the status of this site:


Wetland

Non-wetland

Stop 2. Loblolly Pine-Red Maple Forest.  Describe the general topography and environmental conditions of this site.

Prepare a rough soil profile of the Loblolly Pine-Red Maple Forest site.

	


What are the major plant and animal species that you observe in this community?

What do you observe is the hydrologic regime of this site?

Reviewing the above information, determine the status of this site:


Wetland

Non-wetland

Stop 3.  Laurel Oak-Red Maple Forest.  Describe the general topography and environmental conditions of this site.

Prepare a rough soil profile of the Laurel Oak-Red Maple Forest site.

	


What are the major plant and animal species that you observe in this community?

What do you observe is the hydrologic regime of this site?

Reviewing the above information, determine the status of this site:


Wetland

Non-wetland

Stop 4.  Pocosin.  Describe the general topography and environmental conditions of this site.

Prepare a rough soil profile of the tidal marsh site.

	


What are the major plant and animal species that you observe in this community?

What do you observe is the hydrologic regime of this site?

Reviewing the above information, determine the status of this site:


Wetland

Non-wetland

